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TOUCHING    THE 


DESCRIPTION 


O  F 


S  U  T  H  E.R  L  A  N  D. 


OUR  Scottifti  writers  have  hitherto  er- 
red in  defcribing  the  fituatlon  of  Su- 
therland; for  it  hath  Caithnefs  toward  the 
eafl  and  north-eaft;  Strathnaver  toward 
the  north;  AiFxnt  toward  the  weft;  Rofs 
toward  the  fouth  and  fouth-weft  ;  and 
the  German  fea  toward  the  fouth,  fouth- 
eaft,  and  eaft.  Sutherland,  in  the  Iriih  lan- 
guage, is  called  Cattey,  and  the  people 
Cattigh.  Cattey  did  contain  fometime  all 
the  region  lying  betwixt  Tayne  and  Oun- 
gesby,  being  divided  in  the  midft  by  a 
mountain  called  Mond,  or  Ord,  which 
runneth  from  the  fouth  fea  to  the  north 
fea :.  and  the  country  which  is  now  called 
A  Cattey. 


2    SUTHERLAND. 

Catteynefs,  was  firft  fo  named,  as  the  Nefs 
or  promontory  of  Cattey  flretching  itfelf 
caftward  from  the  hill  Ord.  This  is  the 
opinion  of  one  Andrew,  Bifhop  of  Cattey- 
nefs. And  in  the  old  Englifh  writers,  (fuch 
as  Hoveden,  Walfmghame,  and  others)  it 
is  always  written  Catteynefs :  fo  that  Boe- 
thius  faileth  in  drawing  the  etymology  of 
Catteynefs  from  Catus  (the  proper  name  of 
a  man)  and  Nefs;  which  doubtlefs  proceed- 
ed from  the  ignorance  of  the  Irifti  lan- 
guage. 


CON- 


(    3    ) 


CONFLICTS 


T^he  ConfliEl  sf  Drumi/ea, 

ABOUT  the  year  of  God  103 1,  in  the  days 
of  Malcolm  the  fecond,  King  of  Scotland,  the 
Danes  and  Norwegians,  under  the  condu£t  of 
Olanus  and  Enetus,  feated  themfelves  in  the 
north  parts  of  Scotland,  and  took  the  caftle  of 
Nerne,  where  they  became  very  ftrong  ;  from 
thence  they  fent  divers  companies  of  foldiers  in- 
to the  neighbouring  provinces,  not  only  to  prey, 
but  likewife  to  feat  themfelves  there,  as  they 
(hould  find  occafion  and  opportunity.  Olanus 
did  then  fend  a  ftrong  company  to  invade  the 
provinces  of  Rofs  and  Sutherland,  and  to  de- 
ftroy  the  inhabitants:  which  Alane  Thane  of 
Sutherland  perceiving,  he  affembled  his  coun- 
trymen, and  the  inhabitants  of  Rofs,  with  all 
diligence ;  and  fought  a  battle  at  Creigh  in 
Sutherland,  againft  the  Danes  and  Norwe- 
gians, who  had  then  come  from  Nerne  in 
Murray,  and  had  landed  in  the  river  of  Port- 
necouter,  which  divided  R.ofs  from  Sutherland. 
After  a  long  and  doubtful  fight,  the  Danes 
were  overthrown,  and  chafed  to  their  vefiels. 
A  2  The 
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The  monument  whereof  remains  there  unto  this 
day,  at  a  place  called  Drumilea  before  Crcigh. 

The  Conflia  of  Enbo. 

ABOUT  the  year  of  God  259  the  Danes 
and  Norwegians  did  land  at  the  ferry  of  IJnes, 
with  a  refolution  to  invade  Sutherland  and  the 
neighbouring  provinces;  again  ft  whom  William 
Earl  of  Sutherland  made  refiilance,  and  en- 
countered with  them  betwixt  the  townof  Dor- 
noch and  the  ferry  of  Unes,  at  a  place  called  En- 
bo. After  a  fharp  confli£l  the  Danes  are  over- 
thrown, their  General  fliin,  with  many  others, 
and  the  reft  chafed  to  their  fhips :  in  memory 
of  which  a  monument  of  ftone  v/as  there  erec- 
ted, which  was  called  Ri-Chroifhe,  that  is,  the 
king,  or  general,  his  crofs;  which,  together 
with  divers  burials,  is  there  to  be  feen  at  this 
day. 

The  Confiid:  of  Beallegh-ne-Broig. 

ABOUT  the  year  of  God  1299,  there  was 
an  infurre6tion  made  againft  the  Earl  of  Rofs 
by  fome  of  the  people  of  that  province,  inha- 
biting the  mountains,  called  C'an-Ivcr,  Clan- 
tall-wigh,  and  Clan-Leawe  The  Earl  of  Rofs 
made  fuch  diligence  that  he  apprehended  their 
captain,  and  imprifoncd  him  at  Dingwall; 
which  fo  incenfed  the  Highlanders,  that  they 
purfued  the  Earl  of  Rofs's  fecond  fon  at  Balne- 
gown,  took  him,  and  carried*  him  along  pri- 

ibner 
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foner  with  them ;  thinking  thereby  to  get  their 
captain  relieved.  The  Monroes  and  the  Ding- 
walls,  with  fome  others  of  the  e\rl  of  Rofs 
his  dependers,  gathered  their  forces,  and  pur- 
fued  the  Highlanders  with  all  diligence;  fo 
overtaking  them  at  Beallegh-ne-broig,  betwixt 
Ferrin-donneii  and  Loch-brime,  there  enfued 
a  cruel  fight,  well  foughten  on  either  fide. 
The  Clan-lver,  Clan-tall-wigh,  and  Clan- 
Leawe  were  almoR  all  utterly  extinguifhed; 
the  Monroes  had  a  forrowful  victory,  with 
great  lofs  of  their  men,  and  carried  back  again 
the  c^rI  of  Rofs  his  fon.  The  Laird  of  Kildun 
was  there  flain,  with  {even  fcore  of  the  fur- 
name  of  Dingwall  Divers  of  the  Monroes 
were  flain  in  this  conflicl;  and  among  the  reft 
there  were  killed  eleven  of  the  hcufe  of  Foulis 
that  were  to  fucceed  one  another;  fo  that  the 
fuccefiion  of  Fculis  fell  unto  a  child  then  ly- 
ing in  his  cradle,  tor  which  fervice  the  earl 
of  Rcfs  gave  divers  lands  to  the  Monroes  and 
the  Dingwalls. 

The  ConfiSi  of  Clogh-ne-herey. 

ABOUT  the  year  of  God  134  John  Mon- 
ro, tutor  of  Foulis,  travelling  homeward  on 
his  journey  from  the  fou^h  cf  Scotland,  to- 
wards Rcfs,  did  repofe  himklf,  by  the  way, 
in  Strathardale,  betwixt  Saint  Johnftoun  and 
Athole,  where  he  fell  at  variance  with  the  in- 
habitants of  that  country,  who  hadabufedhim; 
which  he   determined  to  revenge  afterward. 

Be- 
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Being  come  to  Rofs,  he  gathered  together  his 
whole  kinfmen,  neighbours,  and  followers, 
and  declared  unto  them  how  he  had  been  uf- 
ed,  and  craves  their  aid  to  revenge  himfelf; 
whereunto  they  yield.  Thereupon  he  fmgled 
out  350  of  the  ilrongeft  and  ableft  men  among 
them,  and  fo  went  to  Strathardale,  which  he 
wafted  and  fpoiled;  killed  fome  of  the  people, 
and  carried  away  their  cattle.  In  his  return 
home  (as  he  was  paffing  by  the  Ifle  of  Moy 
with  his  prey)  Mackintofti,  chieftain  of  the 
Clan-Chattane,  fent  to  him  to  crave  a  part  of 
the  fpoil,  challenging  the  fame  as  due  to  him 
by  cuftom  \  John  Monro  offered  Mackintofh 
a  reafonable  portion,  which  he  refufed  to  ac- 
cepr,  and  would  have  no  lefs  than  the  half  of 
the  whole  fpoil,  whereunto  John  would  not 
yield.  So  Mackintoih  conveening  his  forces 
with  all  diligence,  he  followed  John  Monro, 
and  overtook  him  at  Clagh-ne-hereyi^^fide 
Keflack,  within  one  mile  of  Invernefs  John 
perceiving  them  coming,  fent  50  of  his  men 
to  Ferrin-donnel  with  the  fpoil,  and  encou- 
raged the  reft  of  his  men  to  fight.  So  there 
enfued  a  cruel  conflict:,  where  Mackintofti 
was  flain,  with  moft  part  of  his  company. 
Divers  of  the  Monroes  were  alfo  killed  and 
John  Monro  left  as  dead  in  the  field:  but 
after  all  was  appeafed,  he  was  taken  up  by 
fome  of  the  people  thereabout,  who  carried 
him  to  their  houfes,  where  he  recovered  of  his 
wounds;  and  was  afterward  called  John  Back- 
lawiehe,  becaufe  he  was  mutilate  of  an  hand.    , 

The 
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^he  Confiiei  of  Clan-Chattan  and  Clan-Kay, 

ROBERT  III.  in  the  year  ^96  fent  Lind- 
fay  Earl  of  Crawford,  and  Dunbar  Earl  of 
Murray  to  fupprefs  a  violent  conteft  between  ' 
the  clans  Chattan  and  Kay,  who  being  nume- 
rous, bold  and  barbarous,  mutually  plundered 
and  murdered  each  other.  They,  fearing  left 
they  ftiould  not  efFe6l  the  matter  without  much 
bloodfhed,  had  recourfe  to  policy,  viz.  That 
thirty,  on  each  fide,  (hould  enter  themfelves 
as  champions  for  their  refpedive  clans,  and 
decide  their  differences  by  the  fword,  without 
being  allowed  any  other  weapon.  This  pro- 
pofal  was  agreed  on  to  on  both  fides.  The 
king  and  his  nobility  were  to  be  fpe^lators  of 
the  combat.  The  conquered  clan  were  to  be 
pardoned  for  all  their  former  offences,  and  the 
conquerors  honoured  with  the  royal  favour. 
The  north-inch  of  Perth,  a  level  fpot,  fo  cal- 
led from  being  partly  furrounded  by  water, 
was  to  be  the  fcene  of  adlion;  but  upon  the 
muftering  the  combatants,  it  was  found  that 
one  of  them,  belonging  to  the  clan  Chat- 
tan,  had  abfented  himfelf  through  fear,  and 
could  not  be  found.  It  was  propofed  to  ba- 
lance the  difference,  by  withdrawing  one  of 
the  clan  Kay  ;  but  none  of  them  could  be  pre- 
vailed upon  to  refign  the  honour  and  danger 
of  the  combat.  After  various  other  expedient* 
failing,  one  Henry  Wynd,  a  fadler,  though 
ao  way  connected  with  either  clan,  offered  to 

fupply 
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fupply  the  place  of  the  abfentee,  upon  his  re- 
ceiving a  French  crown  of  gold  (about  the  va- 
lue of  feven  (hillings  and  fix-pence)  which 
was  accordingly  paid  him.  The  encounter 
was  maintained  on  both  fides  with  inconceiv- 
able fury,  but,  at  length,  by  the  fuperior  va- 
lour, ilrength,  and  (kill,  of  Henry  Wynd, 
victory  declared  herfelf  for  the  clan  Chattan. 
Of  them  n6  more  than  ten,  befidcs  Wynd, 
were  left  alive,  and  all  dangeroully  wounded. 
The  combatants  of  the  clan  Kay  were  all  cut 
off,  excepting  one,  who  remained  unhurt, 
threw  himfelf  into  the  Tay,  and  efcaped  to 
the  oppofjte  bank. 

The  ConfliB  of  Tuttum-tarwigh, 

THE  year  of  God  1406  this  conflict  was 
fought  at  Tuttum-tarwigh  in  the  fouthweft 
part  of  Sutherland,  as  it  marches  with  Rofs. 
Upon  this  occafion  Angus  Mackay  of  Strath- 
,  uavcr  married  Macleod  of  the  Lewis  his  fifter,^ 
by  whom  he  had  two  fons,  Angus  Dow,  and 
Rory  Gald.  Angus  Mackay  dying,  he  leaves 
the  government  of  hiseftate  and  children  to  his 
brother  Heucheon  Dow  Mackay.  Macleod  of 
the  Lewis  underftanding  that  his  fifter,  the  wi- 
dow of  Angus  Mackay  was  hardly  dealt  with- 
al in  Strathnaver  by  Heucheon  Dow,  he  takes 
journey  thither  to  vifit  her,  with  the  choiceft 
men  of  his  country.  At  his  coming  there,  he 
finds  that  fhe  is  not  well  dealt  withal ;  fo  he  re- 
turned home  malecontenc  \  and;  in  his  way,  he 

fpoiled 
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fpoiled  Strathnaver,  and  a  great  part  of  Brea- 
Chatt  in  the  height  of  Sutherland.  Robert  Earl 
of  Sutherland  being  advertifcd  thereof,  he  fent 
Alexander  Murray  of  Cubin,  with  a  company 
of  men,  to  afTift  Heucheon  Dow  in  purfuing 
Macleod,  and  to  recover  the  prey.  They  over- 
take Macleod  at  Tuttum-tarwigh,  as  he  and  his 
company  were  going  to  the  weft  fea,  where  A- 
lexander  Murray  and  Heucheon  Dow  invaded 
them  with  great  courage.  The  fight  was  long 
and  furious,  rather  defperate  than  refolute  In 
end  they  recovered  the  booty,  and  killed  Mac- 
leod with  all  his  company.  This  conilict  gave 
name  to  the  place  where  it  was  fought  in,  be- 
ing then  called  Tuttum-tarwigh,  which  figni- 
fies  plentiful  fall  or  llaughter;  and  is  fo  called 
unto  this  day. 

Thg  Conflia  of  Loin-HarpifdelL 

THE  year  of  God  1426  Angus  Dow  Mackay, 
with  his  fon  Neill,  enters  Catteynefs  with  all 
hoftility,  and  fpoiled  the  fame.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Catteynefs  affembled  with  all  diligence, 
and  fought  with  Angus  Dow  at  Harpifdell, 
where  there  was  great  ilaughter  on  either  fide. 
Whereupon  King  James  I.  came  to  Invernefs., 
of  intention  to  purfuc  Angus  Dow  Mackay  for 
that  and  other  fuch  like  enormities.  Angus 
Dow,  hearing  that  the  King  was  at  Invernefs, 
came  and  fubmittcd  himfelf  to  the  King's  mer-» 
cy,  and  gave  his  fon  Neill  in  pledge  of  his  good 
obedience  in  time  coming.  Which  fubmiifion 
B  the 


lo  CONFLICTS. 

the  King  accepted,  and  fcnt  Neill  Mackay  to 
remain  in  captivity  in  the  Bafs ;  who,  from 
thence,  was  afterward  called  Neill-Waffe- 
Mackay. 

The  Conjl.61  of  Drum^ne-coub. 

THE  year  of  God  1427  Thomas  Mackay  (o- 
therwife  Macneill)  pofleflbr  of  the  lands  of 
Creigh,  Spa'nzedell  and  Polroflie  in  Suther- 
land, had  conceived  fome  difpleafure  againft 
the  laird  of  Freefh-weik,  called  Mowat,  whom 
Thomas  Macneill  did  eagerly  puifue,  and  kil- 
led him  near  the  town  of  Tainc  in  Rofs,  with- 
in the  chappel  of  St.  Duffus,  and  burnt  alfo 
that  chappel,  unto  the  which  this  Mowat  had 
retired  himfelf  as  to  a  fanftuary  The  King 
hearing  of  this  cruel  fa^f,  he  caufes  proclaim 
and  denounce  Thomas  Macneill  rebel,  and 
promifed  his  land  to  any  that  would  apprehend 
him.  Angus  Murray  (the  fon  of  Alexander 
Murray  of  Cubin  above-mentioned)  under- 
ilanding  the  King's  proclamation,  had  fecret 
conference  with  Morganc  and  Neill  Mackay, 
brethren  to  this  Thomas  Angus  offered  unto 
them,  if  they  would  allift  him  to  apprehend 
their  brother,  that  he  would  give  them  hi's  own 
two  daughters  in  marriage,  and  alfo  aflifl  them 
to  get  the  peaceable  poflefllon  of  Strath naver^ 
which  they  did  claim  as  due  to  them-,  and  (as 
he  thought)  they  might  then  eafily  obtain  the 
fame,  with  little  or  no  refiftance  at  all,  feeing 
that  Neill-WalTe-Mackay  (the  fon  of  Angus 

Dow^ 
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Dow)  lay  prifoner  in  the  Bafs,  and  Angtis 
Dow  himfelf  was  unable  (by  reafon  of  the 
weaknefs  of  his  body  at  that  time)  to  with- 
ftand  them.  Morganc  Mackay  an.l  Neili 
Mackay  do  condefcend  and  yield  to  the  bar- 
gain j  and  prefendy  they  did  apprehend  their 
brother  Thomas  at  Spanzedell  in  Sutherland, 
and  delivered  him  to  Angus  Murray;  who  pre- 
fented  him  to  the  King,  at  whofe  command 
Thomas  Macneil  was  executed  at  Invernefs ; 
and  the  lands  of  Polroffie  and  Spanzedell, 
which  he  did  poflefs,  wert  given  to  Angus 
Munay  for  this  fervice-,  which  lands  his  fuc- 
ceffors  do  poiTefs  unto  this  day.  Angus  Mur- 
ray for  performance  of  his  promife  made  to 
Neill  and  Morgane  Mackay,  gave  them  his  two 
daughters  in  marriage.  Then  Angus  deals 
with  Ptobert  Earl  'of  butherland,  that  he  might 
have  his  attollerance  to  conveen  feme  men 
in  Sutherland,  therewith  to  accompany*. his 
two  fons-in  law  to  obtain  the  pofleffion  of 
Strathnaver.  Earl  Robert  grants  him  his  de- 
mand-, fo  Angus  having  gAtnercd  a  company- 
of  refolute  men,  he  went  with  thefe  two  bre- 
thren to  invade  Strathnaver.  Angus  Dow 
Mackay,  hearing  of  their  approach,  conveened 
his  countrymen ;  and,  becaufe  he  was  unable 
himfelf  in  perfon  to  refill  them,  he  made  his 
baltard-fon  (John  Aberigh)  leader  of  his  men. 
They  encountered  at  Drum-ne-coub,  two  miles 
from  Tong  (Mackay  his  chief  dwelling-place) 
there  enfued  a  cruel  and  iharp  confiift,  valiant- 
ly foughten  a  long  time,  with  great  llaughter; 
B2  ib 
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fo  that,  in  the  end,  there  remained  but  few  a- 
live  of  either  fide.  Neill  Mackay,  Morgane 
Mackay,  and  their  father-in-law  (Angus  Mur- 
ray) were  there  flain.  John  Aberigh,  having 
loll  all  his  men,  was  left  for  dead  in  the  field, 
and  was  afterward  recovered ;  yet  he  was  mu- 
tilate all  the  red  of  his  days.  Angus  Dow 
Mackay,  being  brought  thither  to  view  the  place 
of  the  conflicl:,  and  fcarching  for  the  dead 
corpfe  of  his  coufins,  Morgane  and  Neill,  was 
there  killed  with  a  fhot  of  an  arrow,  by  a  Su- 
therland-man, that  was  lurking  in  a  bufh  hard 
by,  after  his  fellovx'S  had  been  flain.  This  John 
Aberigh  was  afterward  fo  hardly  purfued  by  the 
Earl  of  Sutherland,  that  he  was  conflrained, 
for  fafety  of  his  life,  to  fly  into  the  ifles'. 

The  Scottilb  hiftories,  in  defcrlbing  this  con- 
flict, do  miftakc  the  place,  the  perfons,  and 
the  fa£l ;  and  do  quite  change  the  whole  ftate 
of  the  hiftory  For  the  perfon,  Angus  Dow 
Mackay  of  Strathnaver,  is  by  fome  of  them  cal- 
led Angus  Dufl?*,  and  by  others  Angus  DutFof 
Strathcrn.  For  the  place,  they  make  Angus 
Duff  of  Strathern,  to  come  from  Strathern, 
(fome  fay  from  Strathnaver)  to  Murray  and 
Catteyncfs,  as  if  thefe  (hires  did  join  together- 
For  the  fa£l:,  they  would  have  Angus  Duff  to 
come  for  a  prey  of  goods  out  of  Catteynefs  and 
Murray,  which  two  (liires  do  not  march  toge- 
ther, having  a  great  arm  of  the  fea  interjected 
betwixt  them,  called  Murray-frith;  and  hav- 
ing Pvofs  and  Sutherland  betwixt  them  by  land. 

B'ut 
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But  the  truth  of  this  conflict,  and  the  occafion 
thereof,  I  have  here  fet  down. 

The  ConfliEl  of  Ruoig-hanfet, 

THE  year  of  God  1437  Neill-Wafle-Mackay» 
after  his  releafement  out  of  the  Bafs,  entered 
Catteynefs  with  all  hoftility,  and  fpoiled  all  that 
country  He  {kirmilhed  with  Tome  of  the  in- 
habitants of  that  province,  at  a  place  called 
Sanfct,  where  he  overthrew  them,  with  (laugh- 
ter on  either  fide.  This  conflict  was  called 
Ruo:<-hanfet,  that  is,  the  Ghafe  at  Sanfct. 
Shortly  thereafter  Neill-Wafie  died. 

l^he  ConfliEl  of  Blair-tannie. 

ABOUT  the  year  of  God  1438  there  fell 
fome  variance  betwixt  the  Keiths  and  fome  o- 
thers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Catteynefs.  The 
Keiths,  nniftrufting  their  own  forces,  fent  to 
Angus  Mackayof  Strathnaver(the  fonof  Neill- 
WaiTey)  intreating  him  to  come  to  their  aid ; 
whereunto  he  eaiily  yielded:  fo  Angus  Mac- 
kay,  accompanied  with  John  Moir-Mackean- 
reawighe,  went  into  Catteynefs  with  a  band  of 
men,  and  invaded  that  country  Then  did  the 
inhabitants  of  Catteynefs  aiiemble  in  all  haftc, 
and  met  the  Strathnaver-men  and  the  Keiths, 
at  a  place  in  Catteynefs  called  Blair-tannie. 
There  enfued  a  cruel  fight,  with  flaughter  on 
either  fide.  In  end  the  Keiths  had  the  victory, 
by  the  means  chiefly  of  John  Moir-Mackean- 

reawighc 
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reawighe  (an  affint-man)  who  is  very  famous  in 
thefe  countries  for  his  manhead  (hewn  at  this 
confli£t.  Two  chieftans  and  leaders  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Catteynefs  were  (lain,  with  divers 
others.  This  Angus  Mackay,  here  mentioned, 
was  afterward  burnt  and  killed  in  the  church 
of  Tarbotj  by  the  firname  of  Rofs,  whom  he 
had  often  moiefted  with  incuriions  and  inva- 
fions. 

The  ConfliEl  of  Blair-ne-pairk. 

AFTER  that  the  Lord  of  the  Iflcs  had  refign- 
ed  the  earldom  of  Rofs  into  the  King's  hands, 
the  year  of  God  1477,  that  province  was  con- 
tinually vexed  and  molefted  with  incurfions  of 
the  iilanders.  Gillelpick  (coufin  to  Macdonald) 
gathering  si  company  of  men,  invaded  the 
height  of  that  country  with  great  hoftility ; 
which  the  inhabitants  perceiving  (and  fpecial- 
ly  Clan  Chcinzie)  they  afiemblcd  fpeedily  to- 
gether, and  met  the  Iilanders  befide  the  river 
of  Connan,  about  two  miles  from  Braylc,  where 
there  enfued  a  (liarp  and  cruel  (Idrmifti.  The 
Clan  Cheinzie  fought  fo  hardily,  and  prefled 
the  enemy  fo,  that,  in  the  end,  Gillefpick 
Macdonald  was  overthrown  and  chafed,  the 
mod  part  of  his  men  being  either  flain,  or 
drowned  in  the  river  of  Connan ;  and  this  was 
<;alled  Blair-ne  pairk.  From  the  ruins  of  Clan- 
Donald,  and  fome  of  the  neighbouring  High- 
landers, began  the  firname  Clan-Chcinzie,  from 
fmail  beginnings,  to  fiourifti  in  thefe  bounds: 

by 
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by  the  ruins  alfo  of  the  Can-Donald,  the  houfe 
of  Argyle  and  the  Campbells  became  great  and 
potent  in  the  weft  parts  of  Scotland. 

^he  Confii^s  of  Skibo  and  Strath-feit. 

ABOUT  the  fame  time  Macdonald  of  the 
Ides,  accompanied  with  feme  of  his  kinfmen 
and  followers,  to  the  number  of  5  or  600,  came 
into  Sutherland,  and  encamped  hard  by  the 
caftle  of  Skibo;  whereupon  Neill  Murray  (fon 
or  grand-child  to  AngusMurray  flain  at  Drum- 
ne-coub)  was  fent  by  John  Earl  of  Sutherland 
to  refift  them,  in  cafe  they*did  offer  any  harm 
unto  the  inhabitants  Neill  Murray  perceiving 
them  going  about  to  fpoil  the  country,  invaded 
them  hard  by  Skibo  and  killed  one  of  their 
chieftains,  called  Donald  Dow,  with  50  others. 
Macdonald,  with  the  reft  of  his  company,  ef- 
caped  by  flight,  and  fo  retired  into  their  own 
country. 

Shortly  thereafter  another  company  of  Mac- 
donald his  kin  and  friends  came  to  Strath-fleit 
in  Sutherland,  and  fpoiled  that  part  of  the 
country,  thinking  thereby  to  repair  the  lofs 
they  had  before  received ;  but  Robert  Su- 
therland (John  Earl  of  Sutherland  his  brother) 
aflembled  fome  men  in  all  hafte,  and  encoun^ 
tered  with  them  upon  the  fands  of  Strath- 
fleit;  after  a  (harp  and  cruel  fkirmifh,  Mac- 
donald his  men  were  overthrown,  and  divers 
of  them  killed. 
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The  Cruner  Jlain  by  the  Keiths  in  the 
chappel  of  St.  Tayre. 

ABOUT  the  year  of  God  1478  there  was 
fome  dilTention  in  Catteynefs,  betwixt  the 
Keiths  and  the  Clan-Gun.  A  meeting  was  ap- 
pointed for  their  reconciliation,  at  the  chappel 
of  St.  Tayrc  in  Caithnefs,  hard  by  Girnigo, 
with  twelve  horfe  on  either  iide.  The  Cruner 
{chieftain  of  the  Clan-Gun)  with  the  mod  part 
of  his  fons  and  chiefefl:  kinfmen  came  to  the 
chappel,  to  the  number  of  twelve  j  and,  as  they 
were  within  the  chappel  at  their  prayers,  the 
Laird  of  Inverugy  and  Acrigell  arrived  there 
with  1 2  horfe,  and  two  men  upon  every  horfe; 
thinking  it  no  "breach  of  truft  to  come  twenty- 
four  men,  feeing  they  had  but  twelve  horfes  as 
was  appointed.  So  the  twenty-four  gentlemen 
rufhed  in  at  the  door  of  the  chappel,  and  in- 
vaded the  Cruner  and  his  company  at  una- 
wares-, who,  neverthelefs,  made  great  refill- 
ance.  In  the  end,  the  Clan-Gun  were  all  llain, 
with  the  mofl  of  thefe  Keiths  Their  blood  may 
be  feen'  at  this  day  upon  the  walls  within  the 
chappel  of  St.  Tayre,*  where  they  were  flain. 
Afterward  William  Mackames  (the  Cruner  his 
grand-child)  in  revenge  of  his  grandfather,  kil- 
led George  Keith  of  Acrigell  and  his  fon,  with 
ten  of  their  men,  at  Drumnioy  in  Sutherland, 
as  they  were  travelling  from  Inverugy  into 
Catteynefs. 
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The  Conflia  of  Aldicharri/Ije. 

THE  year  of  God  1487  this  conili6l  was- 
fought  upon  this  occafion ;  Angus  Mackay 
being  flain  at  Tarbot  by.  the  furname  of  Rofs, 
as  I  have  (hewn  already,  John  Reawighe  Mac- 
kay (the  fon  of  this  Angus)  came  to  the  Earl  of 
Sutherland,  upon  whom  he  then  depended, 
and  defired  his  aid  to  revenge  his  father's  death ; 
whereunto  the  Earl  of  Sutherland  yields,  and 
fent  his  uncle  Robert  Sutherland,  with  a  com- 
pany of  men,  to  affift  him.  Thereupon  Robert 
Sutherland  and  John  Reawighe  Mackay  did  in- 
vade Strathoickell  and  Strath-Charron  with  fire 
and  fword ;  burnt,  fpoiled,  and  laid  wafte  di- 
vers lands  appertaining  to  the  Rofles.  The 
Laird  of  Ballinegowne  (then  chief  of  the  Rof- 
fes  in  that  Ibirc)  hearing  of  this  invafion,  he 
gathered  all  the  forces  of  Rofs,  and  met  Ro- 
bert Sutherland  and  John  Reawighe  at  a  place 
called  Aldicharriftie.  There  enfued  a  cruel  and 
furious  combat,  which  continued  a  long  fpace, 
with  incredible  obflinacy  j  much  blood  was 
fhed  on  either  fide.  In  end,  the  inhabitants  of 
Rofs,  being  unable  to  endure  or  refift  the  ene- 
my's forces,  were  utterly  dilbanded  and  put  to 
flight.  Alexander  Rofs,  Laird  of  Ballinegowne, 
was  there  flain,  with  feventeen  other  landed 
gentlemen  of  the  province  of  R.ofs,  befides  a 
great  numbsr  of  common  foldicrs.  The  manu- 
fcript  of  Feme  (by  and  attour  Ballinegowne) 
nsmetlr  thefe  foliowing  among  thofe  that  were 
"C  flain, 
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flain,  Mr.  William  Rofs,  Angus  MaccuUoch 
of  Terrell,  John  Wans,  William  Wans,  John 
Mitchell,  Thomas  Wans,  Houcheon  Wans. 

The  Skirmi/b  $/  DailUreawighe. 

THE  year  of  God  r5i6  Y  Roy  Mackay  of 
Strathnaver  dying,  there  arofc  civil  diflention 
.  jn  Strathnaver,  betwixt  John  Mackay  (the  fon 
of  Y  Roy)  and  Neill  Na-werighc  (the  faid  Y 
Roy  his  brother);  John  Mackay  excludes  his  un- 
cle Neill  (who  was  thought  to  be  the  righteous 
heir)  and  taketh  pofl'eflion  of  Strathnaver. 
Neill,  again,  alledging  that  his  nephews  John 
and  Donald  were  baftards,  doth  claim  tbefe 
lands,  and  makes  his  refuge  of  John  Earl  of 
Catteynefs,  of  whom  he  did  obtain  a  company 
of  men,  who  were  fcnt  with  Neill  his  four 
fons  to  invade  Strathnaver.  They  take  the  pof- 
ifeflion  of  the  country  from  John  Mackay ;  who, 
being  unable  to  refift  their  forces,  retires  him- 
fclf  to  the  Clanchattane  to  feek  their  fupport, 
and  leaves  his  brother  Donald  Mackay  to  de- 
fend the  country  as  he  might  Donald,  in  his 
brother  John  his  abfence,  furprifed  his  coufin- 
germans  under  filence  of  the  night  at  Daill- 
reawighe,  and  killed  two  of  his  coufins  (the 
fons  of  Neill  Na-werighe)  with  the  moft  part 
of  their  company ;  whereupon  John  Mackay 
returned  home,  and  took  peaceable  pofleflion 
of  the  country.  Thereafter  Neill  Na-werighe 
came  and  willingly  rendered  himfelf  to  his 
nephews  John  and  Donald,  who  caufed  ap- 
prehend 
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prehcnd  their  uncle  Neil,  and  behead  him  at 
a  place  called  Clafti-ne-gep  in  Strathnaver. 

ne  ConfliSl  of  Tor  an- Dow. 

ADAM  GORDON,  firft  of  that  furname 
Earl  of  Sutherland,  having  married  Elizabeth 
Sutherland  hcretrix  of  that  country,  took  jour- 
ney towards  Edinburgh,  the  year  of  God  1 5 1 7> 
to  difpatch  fomc  affairs  there,  which  did  con- 
cern the  fettling  of  his  eftate,  leaving  the  com- 
mandment of  the  country,  in  his  abfence,  to 
Alexander  Sutherland  (bafe  brother  to  his 
wife  Elizabeth)  and  to  John  Murray  of  Abir- 
fcors ;  which  John  Mackay  of  Strathnaver  un- 
derftanding  (having  nov/  appeafed  his  civil 
difcords  at  home,  by  the  death  of  his  uncle 
Neill)  he  takes  this  occalion,  m  the  very 
change  of  furnames  in  Sutherland,  to  try  if 
he  could  gain  any  thing  by  fpoiling  that  coun- 
try j  and  thereupon  aiTembling  together  all 
the  forces  of  Strathnaver,  Aflint,  and  Eddira- 
chilis,  with  all  fuch  as  he  could  purchafe  out 
of  the  well  and  north-weft  ifles  of  Scotland, 
he  invades  the  country  of  Sutherland  with  all 
hoftility,  burning  and  fpoiling  all  before  him. 
The  inhabitants  of  Sutherland  do  ipeedily  con- 
veen  together  with  all  the  parts  of  the  coun- 
try; and  To,  under  the  conduct  of  Alexander 
Sutherland,  John  Murray,  and  William  Mac- 
kames,  they  rencounter  with  John  Mackay  and 
his  company  at  a  place  called  Tor?.n-do\v,  bc- 
fidc  Rogart  in  Strathileit,  where  there  enfued 
C  2  a  fierce 
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a  fierce  and  cruel  conflift.  The  Sutherland- 
'  men  chafed  John  Mackay  his  van-guard,  and 
made  them  retire  to  himfelf  where  he  ftood  in 
-battle  array;  then  did  he  fele£l;  and  chufc  a 
number  of  the  abieft  men  in  all  his  hoft,  and 
with  thefc  he  himfelf  returned  again  to  the 
confli£i;  leaving  his  brother  Donald  to  con- 
duct the  reft,  and  to  fupport  him  as  neceflity 
fhould  require.  "Whereupon  they  do  begin  a 
more  cruel  fight  than  before,  well  foughten  on 
either  fide.  In  end,  after  long  refinance,  the 
Sutherland-men  obtained  the  vidory ;  few  of 
thefe  that  came  to  renew  the  fight  efcaped, 
but  only  John  Mackay  himfelf,  and  that  very 
hai'dly.  Niell  Macean-Macangus  of  Aflint 
was  there  (lain,  with  divers  of  his  men. 
There  were  216  of  the  Strathnaver-mcn  left 
dead  in  the  field,  befides  thofe  that  died  irj 
the  chafe.  There  were  flain  of  Sutherland- 
men  38  Not  long  thereafter  John  Mackay 
fent  William  and  Donald,  two  brethren,  with 
a  company  of  men,  to  invade  John  Murray, 
with  whom  they  met  at  a  place  called  Loch- 
Salachie  in  Sutherland;  after  a  fharp  fkirmifli, 
both  the  chieftains  of  the  Strathnaver-men 
were  llain,  with  divers  of  their  men,  and  the 
reil  put  to  flight:  neither  was  the  viftory  plea- 
fmg  to  John  Murray,  for  he  loil,  there,  his 
brother,  called  John  Roy-Murray.  Thus  con- 
tinued the  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries  in- 
fefting  cne-"iother  with  continual  fpoiis,  un,- 
till  the  yea:  of  God  1522,  that  Alexander 
Gordon  (Earl  Adam  his  eldeft  fon)  overthrew 

John 
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John  Mackay  at  Lairg,  and  forced  him  to  fub^ 
mit  himfelf  to  Earl  Adamj  unto  whom  John 
Mackay  gave  his  band  of  manred  and  fervice, 
dated  the  year  of  God  1522. 

The  Conflia  of  Jldine-bek 

DONALD  MACKAY  of  Strathnaver  (hav- 
ing fucceeded  his  brother  John)  taketh  the  oc- 
cafion  upon  the  death  of  Adam  Earl  of  Su- 
therland (who  left  his  grandchild,  John,  young 
to  fucceed  him)  to  moleft  and  invade  the  in- 
habitants of  Sutherland  He  came,  the  year 
of  God  1542,  with  a  company  of  men,  to  the 
village  of  Knock-artol,  >burnt  the  fame,  and 
took  a  great  prey  of  goods  out  of  Strathbrory. 
Sir  Hugh  Kennedy  of  Griffen-mains  dwelt 
then  in  Sutherland,  having  married  John  Earl 
of  Sutherland's  mother,  after  the  death  of  his 
father  Alexander  Mailer  of  Sutherland  Sir 
Hugh  Kennedy  being  advertifed  of  Mackay  his 
coming  into  Sutiierland,  he  advifcs  with  Hut- 
cheon  Murray  of  Aberfcors,  and  with  Gi  bert 
Gordon  of  Garty,  what  v/as  bell  to  be  done. 
They  refolved  to  fight  the  eneny;  and  fo  hav- 
ing gathered  a  company  of  men,  they  overtook 
Mackay,  unawares,  bende  a  pkce  called  Al- 
dine-beh,  where  they  invade  iim  fuddenlyj 
having  palTed  his  fpies  unfeen.  After  a  little 
fkirmifhj  the  Strathnaver  men  f]r;i,  the  booty 
was  refcued,  and  John  Maceal-Macangus, 
one  of  their  chieftains,  was  flain,  with  divers. 
of  the  Strathnaver-men.    Donald  Mackay,  ne- 

'vcrfntfleis, 
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verthclefs,  plaid  the  part  of  a  good  foldicr; 
for,  in  his  flight,  he  killed,  with  his  own 
hand,  one  William  Sutherland,  who  mod  ea-» 
gerly  purfued  him  in  the  chacc.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Sutherland  and  Strathnaver  (in  regard 
of  Earl  John  his  minority)  did  thus  continu- 
ally vex  one  another,  until  this  Donald  Mac- 
kay  was  apprehended,  and  imprifoned  in  the 
caftle  of  Foulis  in  Rofs,  by  commandment  of 
the  Queen-Regent  and  the  Governor,  where 
he  continued  a  good  while  in  captivity. 

The  ConfliB  of  Gar-warie. 

THE  Queen-Regent  having  gotten  the  go- 
vernment of  Scotland  from  the  Earl  of  Arran, 
ihe  made  her  progrcfs  into  the  north,  and  fo 
to  Invernefs,  the  year  of  God  1555.  Then 
was  Y  Mackay  (the  fon  of  Donald)  fummoned 
to  compear  before  the  Queen  at  Invernefs,  for 
that  he  had  fpoiled  and  molcfted  the  country 
of  Sutherland  during  Earl  John  his  being  in 
France  with  the  Queen-Regent.  Mackay  rc- 
fufed  to  compear ;  whereupon  there  was  a 
commifiion  graiited  to  John  Earl  of  Sutherland 
againft  him.  £arl  John  invaded  Strathnaver 
in  all  hoflile  r^anner,  and  befiegcd  the  caftlc 
of  Borwe,  thc^ principal  fort  of  that  country; 
which  he  took  by  force,  and  caufed  hang  the 
captain ;  theft  demoliflied  the  fort.  In  end, 
he  befet  Y  Mackay  fo,  on  all  fides,  that  he 
forced  him  to  render  himfelf,  and  then  was 
delivered  b/Earl  John  to  Sir  Hugh  Kennedy^ 

by 
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by  whom  he  was  conveyed  fouth,  and  com- 
mitted to  ward  in  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh, 
where  he  remained  a  long  fpace.  Whilft  Y 
Mackay  (laid  in  captivity,  his  coufin  german, 
John  Moir  Mackay,  took  upon  him  the  go- 
vernment of  Strathnaver.  This  John  Moir 
taking  the  occafion  of  Earl  John  his  abfence 
in  the  fouth  of  Scotland,  he  invaded  Suther- 
land with  a  company  of  the  moft  refolute  men 
in  Strathnaver  i  they  burnt  the  chappel  of  St. 
Ninians  in  Nawidell,  where  the  inhabitants 
of  the  country,  upon  this  fudden  tumult,  had 
conveyed  fome  of  their  goods :  fo,  having 
fpoiled  that  part  of  the  country,  they  retire 
homeward.  The  inhabitants  of  Sutherland 
aflembled  together,  and  followed  in  all  hafte, 
under  the  conduft  of  Macjames,  the  Terrell 
of  the  Doil,  and  James  Macwilliam.  They  o- 
vertook  the  Strathnaver-men  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill  called  Bin-moir  in  Berridail,  and  in- 
vaded them  befide  the  water  of  Garwarie, 
where  there  enfued  a  cruel  conflict  foughten 
with  great  ohilinacy.  The  Strathnaver-men 
were  overthrown  and  chafed,  above  120  of 
them  were  flain,  and  fome  drowned  in  Gar- 
warie.  This  is  the  lad  conflict  that  hath  been 
foughten  betwixt  Sutherland  and  Strathnaver. 

The  burning  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  th^ 
Dioceje  of  CatteynefSi  at  D9rnogh  in  Suth" 
erland. 

JOHN    Earl  of  Sutherland,   together  with 

his 
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his  kdy,  being  poifoned,  the  year  1567,  his 
{on  Alexander  (being  young)  fucceedcd  unto 
bim,  whofe  ward  and  marriage  George  Earl 
of  Cattcynefs  had  right  ta,  and  withal  gets  the 
cuftody  of  Earl  Alexander  during  the  time  of 
his  ward;  v/hereat  Earl  Alexander  his  mo^ 
tender  friends  (and  chiefly  the  Murrays  of 
Sutherland)  being  grieved,  they  lay  a  plot  a- 
mong  themfelves^  to  convey  Earl  Alexander 
from  the  Earl  of  Cattcyn'^fs;  which  they  ef- 
fe6tuate5  and  deliver  him  to  the  Earl  of  Hunt- 
lie,  with  whom  he  ftaid  until  his  ward  was 
expired  the  year  1573,  during  which  time  the 
Earl  of  Catteynefs  kept  pofTeffion  of  the  land  j 
whereupon  divers  troubles  did  enfue.  The 
Eafl  of  Cattcynefs  removed  the  Murrays  of 
Sutherland  from  their  pofleflions;  which,  ne- 
verthelefs,  they  endeavoured  to  keep.  Hut- 
cheon  Murray  with  divers  of  his  friends  do 
pofTcfs  themfelves  with  the  town  of  Dornogh 
and  the  adjacent  lands,  being  formerly  pofleflcd 
by  them.  The  Earl  of  Catteynefs  fent  his 
fon  John,  Mafter  of  Catteynefs,  with  a  num- 
ber of  men,  to  remove  the  Murrays  from  Dor- 
nogh Y  Mackay  did  alfo  accompany  the  Maf- 
ter of  Ca;teynefs,in  hisjourney.  Being  come  to 
Dornogh,  they  beliege  the  Murrays  there ;  who, 
for  the  fpacc  of  fome  days  iifued  furth,  and 
fkirmifhed  with  the  enemy.  In  end,  the  Maf- 
ter of  Catteynefs  burnt  the  town  and  the  ca- 
thedral church,  which  the  inhabitants  could 
not  longer  defend.'  Yet,  after  the  town  was 
loft,  they  kept  the  ca.tle,  the  enemy  ftill  af- 
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faulting  them,  but  in  vain,  without  any  fuc- 
cefs,  for  the  fpace  of  a  month  Then,  by  the 
mediation  of  fome  indifferent  friends,  they 
furrendered  the  caftle,  and  gave  three  pledges, 
that  within  two  months  they  (hould  depart 
from  Sutherland;  which  they  did,  and  retired 
themfelves  to  the  earl  of  Hunrly,  with  whom 
they  (laid  until  the  expiring  of  the  Earl  Alex- 
ander his  ward;  at  which  time  they  recovered 
their  antient  pofleflions.  Not-thelefs  that  the 
Murrays  had  retired  themfelves,  as  they  had 
promifed,  yet  they  were  no  fooner  departed, 
but  the  pledges  v/ere  beheaded.  During  the 
time  that  the  Sutherland-men  ftaid  with  the 
Earl  of  Huntlie,  they  ferved  him  in  his  wars 
againft  the  ForDefles,  and  chiefly  at  Crabftaine, 
where  they  did  good  fervice  a^^ainft  the  foot- 
fupply  that  was  lent  by  the  Regent  to  ailift 
the  ForbeiTes.  This  burning  of  Dornoch  and 
of  the  Cathedral  cl.urch  happened  the  year  of 
God  1570  The  next  year  following  (which 
was  157.-)  George  Earl  of  Catteynefs,  became 
jealous  of  fome  plots  which  his  eldeit  fon 
John,  Mailer  of  Catteynefs,  and  Y  Mackiyof 
Strathnaver  had  contrived  againft  him,  and 
thereupon  apprehended  his  fon  John  whom 
he  imprifoned  clofely  at  Girnigo,  where  he 
died  after  feven  years  captivity.  Y  Mackay 
perceiving  that  John  Mafter  of  Catteynefs  was 
imprifoned  by  his  father,  he' retired  home  into 
Strathnaver,  and  died  within  fix  months  there* 
after,  the  fame  year  of  God  157 1. 

D  The 
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The  ConfliSls  of  Aldgawne  and  Leckmeline* 

THE  year  of  God  1585  George  Earl  of  Cat- 
teynefs  married  the  Earl  of  Huntlie  his  fifterj 
at  which  time,  by  Huntlie's  mediation,  the 
Earl$  of  Sutherland  and  Catteynefs  were  re- 
conciled. It  was  then  concluded  among  them, 
that  the  Clan-Gun  fhould  be  purfued  and  in- 
vaded by  the  Earls  of  Sutherland  and  Cattey- 
nefs, becaufe  they  were  judged  to  be  the  chief 
authors  of  the  troubles  which  were  then  like 
to'  enfue;  and  to  this  effect  it  was  refolved 
that  two  companies  of  men  fhould  be  fent  by 
the  Earls  of  Sutherland  and  Catteynefs  againlt 
fuch  of  the  Clan-Gun  as  dwelt  in  Catteynefs, 
thereby  to  compafs  them,  that  no  place  of 
retreat  might  be  left  unto  them,  which  was 
done.  The  Earl  of  Sutherland  his  company 
was  conducted  by  John  Gordon  of  Backies  and 
James  Macroric  *,  the  Earl  of  Catteynefs  his 
company  was  conduced  by  his  coufin  Henry 
Sinclair,  a  refolute  gentleman.  It  fortuned 
that  Henry  Sinclair  and  his  company  rencoun- 
tered firft  with  the  Clan-Gun,  who  were  now 
affembled  together  at  a  hill  called  Bingrime, 
and  with  them  was  William  Mackay  (brother 
to  Hutcheon  Mackay  of  Strathnaver,  and 
nephew  to  this  Henry  Sinclair  that  led  the 
Catteynefs-men)  who  was  accompanied  with 
fome  Strathnayer-men.  Now  were  the  Clan- 
Gun  advertifed  of  this  preparation  made  a- 
gainft  them  •,  and  no  fooner  were  they  in  fight 
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of  one  another,  but  they  prepared  both  for 
the  fight,  which  was  begun  without  fear  or 
delay  on  either  fide.  The  Clan-Gun  although 
inferior  in  nupiber,  yet  had  they  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  hill  *,  by  reafon  of  which  the 
Catteyncfs-men  came  (hort  with  their  firft 
flight  of  arrows :  by  the  contrary,  the  Clan- 
Gun  fpared  their  ihot  until  they  came  hard 
by  the  enemy,  which  then  they  beftowed 
upon  them  with  great  advantage.  Then  en- 
enfued  a  fharp  conflict,  at  a  place  called  Ald- 
gawne,  where  Henry  Sinclair  was  flain  with 
120  of  his  company  and  the  reft  chafed  and 
put  to  flight,  who  had  all  been  deftroyed,  had 
not  the  darknefs  of  the  night  favoured  their 
flight.  Which  coming  to  the  ears  of  John  Gor- 
don, James  Mackrorie,  and  Neill  Macean- 
Macwilliam,  who  had  the  conduct  of  the  Earl 
of  Sutherland  his  men,  they  purfued  the  Clan- 
Gun,  and  followed  them  to  Lough  Broom,  in 
the  height  of  Rofs,  whither  they  had  fled; 
and  there,  meeting  with  them,  they  invade 
them  at  a  place  called  Leckmeline.  After  a 
fharp  flcirmifti,  the  Clan-Gun  were  overthrown 
and  chafed,  32  of  them  flain,  and  their  cap- 
tain, George,  wounded  and  taken  prifoner, 
whom  they  carry  along  with  them  unto  Dun- 
robin,  and  there  they  deliver  him  unto  Alex- 
ander Earl  of  Sutherland.  This  happened  in 
the  year  of  God  1586. 


D  ?  Troubles 
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Troubles  in  the  Wejl  IJles  thf  year  1586. 

THIS  commotion  in  the  Weftern  Ifles  of 
Scotland  did  arife,  at  this  time,  betwixt  the 
Clan-Donald  and  Clan-Lean  upon  thisoccafion. 
Donald  Gorme  Macdonald  of  Sleat,  travelling 
from  the  ille  of  Sky,  to  vifit  his  coufm  Angus 
Macdonald  of  Kintyre, landed  with  his  company 
in  an  illand  called  Juray  or  Duray,  which  part- 
ly appertaineth  to  Maclean,  partly  to  Angus 
Macdonald  i  and  by  chance  he  landed  in  that 
part  of  the  ifland  which  appertaineth  to  Mac- 
lean being  driven  in  thither  by  contrary  winds  ; 
where  they  were  no  fooner  on  {hore,but  two  out- 
laws, Macconald  Tearreagh  and  Hutcheon 
Macgillefpick  (who  were  lately  fallen  out  with 
Donald  Gorme)  arrived  alfo  with  a  company 
of  men  5  and  underftanding  that  Donald  Gorme 
was  there,  they  fecretly  took  away,  by  night, 
a  number  of  cattle  out  of  that  part  of  the  ifland 
which  appertaineth  to  Maclean,  and  fo  they 
xetirc  again  to  the  fea;  thereby  thinking  to 
laife  a  tumult  againfl:  Donald  Gorme,  by  mak- 
ing the  Clan-Lean  to  believe  that  this  was 
done  by  Donald  Gorme  his  men,  who  lying  at 
a  place  called  Inver-knock-wrick,  were  fud- 
denly  invaded  unawares,  under  filence  of  the 
night  (neither  fufpeO:ing  nor  expecting  any 
fuch  matter)  by  Sir  Lauchlan  Maclean  and  his 
kin,  the  Clan-Lean,  who  had  afTembled  their 
whole  forces  againil  him.  Maclean  and  his 
people  killed,    that   nic^ht,    above  60  of  the 
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Clan-Donald;  Donald  Gorme  himfelf  with 
the  refidue  efcaped,  by  going  to  deep  in  a  ihip 
that  lay  in  the  harbour.  Angus  Macdonald  of 
Kintyrc  hearing  of  this  lamentable  accident 
fallen  out  betwixi  his  brother-in-law  Maclean 
(whole  fifter  he  had  married)  and  his  coulin 
Donald  Gorme,  he  taketh  journey  into  the 
Sky  to  viiit  Donald  Go'me,  and  to  fee  by  what 
means  he  could  work  a  reconciliation  betwixt 
kim  and  Maclean  for  the  (laughter  of  Donald 
Gorme  his  men  at  Inver-knock>wrick  After 
Angus  had  remained  a  while  in  the  Sky  with 
his  coufin,  he  taketh  journey  homeward  into 
Kintyre;  and  in  his  return  he  Unded  in  the 
ifle  of  Mull,  and  went  to  Duait  (Maclean  his 
chief  dwelling  place  in  Mull)  againit  the  opi- 
nion of  his  two  brethren  Coil  and  Renald,  and 
of  his  coulin  Renald  Maccoil,  who  all  perfuad- 
cd  Angus  to  the  contrary;  defiring  him  to 
fend  for  Maclean,  and  fo,  to  declare  unto  him 
how  he  had  fped  with  his  coufin  Donald 
Gorme,  and  how  far  he  was  inclined  to  a  re- 
conciliation;  but  AngUb  truiled  fo  much  in  his 
brother  in  law  Sir  Lauchian  Maclean,  that  he 
would  not  hearken  unto  their  counfel;  where- 
upon his  two  brothers  left  him,  but  his  cou- 
fin Renald  Macdonald  accompanied  him  to 
Duart,  where  Angus  at  firft  was  welcomed 
with  great  fhow  of  kindnefs;  but  he  with  all 
his  company  were  taken  prifoners  by  SirLauch- 
Ian  Maclean  the  ntxt  day  after  their  arrival, 
Renald  Maccoil  efcaping,  and  that  very  hardly. 
Angus  was  there  detained  in  captivity,  until 

he 
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he  did  renounce  his  right  and  title  to  the  Kin- 
nes  of  Ila,  which  properly  appertained  to  the 
Clan-Donald,  and  had  been  by  them  given  in 
pofleffion  for  their  perfonal  fervice.  Angus 
was  forced  to  yield  or  there  to  end  his  days  ; 
and  for  performance  of  what  was  defired,  An- 
gus gave  his  eldeft  fon  James,  and  his  brother 
Renald,  as  pledges,  to  remain  at  Duart,  until 
Maclean  (hould  get  the  title  of  the  Kinnes  of 
Ila  made  over  unto  him:  and  fo,  the  pledges 
being  delivered,  Angus  had  his  liberty. 
.  Angus  Macdonald  receiving  the  wrong  at 
Maclean  his  hand,  befides  that  which  his  cou- 
11  n  Donald  Gorme  had  before  received  at  In- 
ver-knock-wrick,  he  went  about,  by  all  means, 
to  revenge  the  fame;  and  the  better  to  bring 
this  purpoftd  revenge  to  pafs,  he  ufeth  a  poli- 
cy by  a  kind  of  invitation,  which  was  thus; 
Maclean  having  gotten  the  two  pledges  into 
his  pofleflion,  he  taketh  journey  into  Ifla,  to 
get  the  performance  of  v/hat  was  promifed  un- 
to him,  leaving  Renald,  one  of  the  pledges, 
fettered  in  prifon  at  his  houfe  of  Duart  in 
Mull,  and  carrying  his  nephew  James  (the  fon 
of  Angus  and  the  other  pledge)  along  with 
him  in  his  voyage.  Being  arrived  in  the  ifle  of 
Ifla,  he  encamped  at  Ellan-logh -gorme,  a  ruin- 
ous tort  lying  upon  the  Kinnes  of  Ifla.  There- 
upon Angus  Macdonald  took  occafion  to  invite 
Maclean  to  come  to  Mulintrea,  or  MuUndrhea 
(a  dwelling  place  which  Angus  had  well  fur- 
nifhed  in  the  ifle  of  Ifla)  feeing  he  was  better 
provided  of  all  kind  of  provifion  there,  than 

Mac- 
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Maclean  could  be;  earneftly  entreating  him  to 
lye  at  his  houfe,  where  he  fhould  be  as  wel- 
come as  he  could  make  himj  that  they  fhouM 
make  merry  fo  long  as  his  provifion  could  laft, 
and  when  that  was  done,  he  would  go  with 
him.  For  this  cuftom  the  iflanders  have,  that 
when  one  is  invited  to  another's  houfe,  they 
never  depart  fo  long  as  any  provifion  doth  laft; 
and  when  that  is  done,  they  go  to  the  next, 
and  fo  from  one  to  one,  until  they  make  a  round 
from  neighbour  to  neighbour,  ftill  carrying 
the  mafter  of  the  former  family  with  them  to 
the  next  houfe :  [moreover,  all  the  iHanders 
are  of  nature  very  fufpicious,  full  of  deceit 
and  evil  intention  againft  their  neighbours, 
by  whatfomever  way  they  may  get  them  dG{- 
troyedj  befides  this  they  are  fo  cruel  in  taking 
revenge,  that  neither  have  they  regard  to  per- 
fon,  time,  age,  or  caufe,  as  you  may  partly 
fee  in  this  particular,  f]  Sir  Lauchlan  Maclean 
his  anfwer  to  Angus  Macdonald  his  meflenger 
was,  that  he  durft  not  adventure  to  go  unto 
him,  for  miftruft.  Angus  then  replied,  that 
he  needed  not  to  miftruft,  feeing  that  he  had 
his  fon  and  his  brother  pledges  already,  whom 


I  Remark  by  the  Printer. 
We  are  no  fiicnds  to  fuch  genfral  refieflions;  they  are, 
we  think,  too  commonly,  dilated  by  prejudice  of  one  kind 
or  other;  feldom  founded  01:  genuine  knowledge,  or  proper 
information.  Nothing  but  the  fidelity  we  owe  to  the  public, 
by  which  we  are  bound  to  exhibit,  from  the  prefs,  t!  e  MS, 
cxaftly  as  we  find  it,  could  have  induced  us  to  print  this 
reflexion. 
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his  friends  might  keep  in  their  cuftody  until 
his  return;  and  that,  for  his  own  part,  he  did 
intend  nothing  againft  him  but  to  continue  in 
all  brotherly  Jove  and  affection  towards  him. 
Maclean  hearing  this,  feemed  to  be  void  of  all 
fufpicion,  and  fo  reiblves  to  go  unto  Angus 
his  houfc;  he  carried  with  him  James  Mac- 
donald  the  pledge  (his  own  nephew  and  the 
fon  of  Angus)  whom  he  kept  always  in  his 
cuftody,  thereby  to  fave  himfelf  from  danger, ' 
if  any  injury  i'hould  be  oifered  him.  He  came 
to  Mulintrea,  accompanied  with  86  of  his 
kinsfolks  and  fervants  in  the  month  of  July, 
1586,  where  at  their  firft  arrival,  they  were 
made  welcome  with  all  courtefy,  and  fumptu- 
oufly  banqueted  all  that  day;  but  Angus  in 
the  mean  time,  had  premonilhed  all  his  friends 
andwcllwiiherswithin  Ilatobe  at  hishoufe  the 
fame  night,  at  nine  of  the  clo^k ;  for  he  had 
concluded  with  himfelf  to  kill  them  alf,  the 
very  firft  night  of  their  arrival,  and  ftill  con- 
cealed his  purpofe,  until  he  found  the  time 
commodious,  and  the  place  proper.  So  Mac- 
clean,  being  lodged  with  all  his  men  in  a  long 
houfe  that  was  fomewhat  diilant  from  other 
houfes,  took  to  be  with  him  his  nephew  James, 
the  pledge  before  mentioned,  with  whom  he 
never  parted:  but  within  an  hour  thereafter 
when  Angus  had  aflembled  his  men,  to  the 
number  of  3  or  400,  he  placed  them  all  in  or- 
der, about  the  houfe  where  Maclean  then  lay. 
Angus  himfelf  came  and  called  upon  Maclean 
at  the  door,  offering  him  his  repofing  drink,  - 
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which  was  forgotten  to  be  given  him  before  he 
went  to  bed.  Maclean  anfwered  that  he  de- 
fired  none  for  that  time.  Akho'  (faid  Angus) 
it  be  fo,  yet  it  is  my  will  that  thou  arife  and 
come  forth  to  receive  it.  Then  began  Maclean 
to  fufpe£l,  and  fo  did  arife,  with  his  nephew 
James  betwixt  his  Shoulders  ;  thinking,  that  if 
prefent  killing  was  intended  againft  him,  he 
would  favc  himfelf  fo  long  as  he  could,  by  the 
boy.  The  boy,  feeing  his  father  with  a  bare 
fword,  and  a  number  of  his  men  in  like  man- 
ner about  him,  cried,  with  a  loud  voice,  for 
mercy  to  his  uncle  5  which  was  granted,  and 
Maclean  immediately  removed  to  a  fecret 
chamber  till  the  next  morning.  Then  called 
Angus  to  the  remnant  within,  fo  many  as 
would  have  their  own  lives  to  be  faved,  that 
they  fhould-come  forth  (Macconald  Tearreagh 
and  another,  whom  he  named,  only  excepted^) 
obedience  was  made  by  all  the  reft,  and  thefe 
two  only,  fearing  the  danger,  refufed  to  come 
forth:  which  Angus  perceiving,  he  command- 
ed incontinent  to  put  fire  to  the  houfe;  which 
was  done,  fo  that  the  two  men  were  pitifully 
burnt  to  death.  This  Macconald  was  the  au- 
thor of  thefe  troubles,  the  other  was  a  very 
near  kinfman  to  Maclean,  and  of  the  eldeft  of 
his  firname,  renowned  both  for  counfei  and 
manhood. 

After  that  the  report  of  Maclean  his  taking 

came  to  the  ifle  of  Mull,  Allan  Maclean,  and 

fome  others  of  the  Macleans,  caufed  a  rumoyr 

to  be  fpread  in  Ila,  that  Renald  (the  brother 
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of  Angus  Macdonald  and  the  other  pledge 
which  he  had  given  to  Maclean)  was  llain  at 
Duart  in  Mull,  by  Maclean  his  friends  ;  which 
falfe  report  was  raifed  by  Allan  Maclean, 
that  thereby  Angus  Macdonald  might  be  mo- 
ved to  kill  his  prifoner  Sir  Lauchlan  Maclean, 
and  fo  Allan  himfelf  might  fucceed  to  Sir 
Lauchlan;  and  indeed  it  wrought  this  effedt, 
that  how  foon  it  came  to  Angus'his  ears  that 
his  brother  Rcnald  was  flain,  he  revenged  him- 
felf fully  upon  the  prifoners ;  for  Maclean  his 
followers  were  by  couples  beheaded  the  days 
following,  by  Coll  the  brother  of  Angus.  The 
report  of  this  fa£l  at  Mulintrea  was  carried  to 
the  Earl  of  Argyle,  who  immediately  aflembled 
his  friends,  to  get  Maclean  out  of  Angus  his 
power;  but  perceiving  that  they  were  not  able 
to  do  it,  either  by  force  or  fair  means,  they 
thought  it  neceflary  to  complain  to  the  king. 
His  Majefty  directed  charges  to  AnguSi  by  a 
herald  of  arms,  commanding  him  tp  reilore 
Maclean  into  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Argyle  5 
but  the  meflenger  was  interrupted,  and  the 
haven  port  flopped  where  he  (hould  have  taken 
{hipping  towards  Ila,  and  fo  returned  home : 
yet,  with  exceeding  travel  made  by  Captain 
James  Stewart,  Chancellor  of  Scotland,  and 
many  ftrait  conditions  granted  by  Maclean  un- 
to Angus,  Maclean  was  at  laft  exchanged  for 
Renald  the  brother  of  Angus,  and  pledge  be- 
fore-mentioned; and  for  performance  of  fuch 
conditions  as  Maclean  did  promife  to  Angus, 
at   his  delivery,  he  gave   his  own  fon,    and 
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the  fon  of'Macleod  of  Herris,  with  divers  other 
pledges  to  Angus  Macdonald,  who  thereupon 
went  into  Ireland  upon  fome  occafion  of  bufi- 
nefs;  which  Maclean  undcrftanding,  he  in- 
vaded the  ifle  of  Ila,  and  burnt  a  great  part  of 
the  fame,  regarding  neither  the  fafety  of  the 
pledges,  nor  his  faith  given  before  the  friends 
at  his  delivery.  Angus  Macdonald,  returning 
out  of  Ireland  did  not  llir  the  pledges,  who 
were  innocent  of  what  was  done  unto  his 
lands  in  his  abfence;  yet,  with  a  great  prepa- 
ration of  men  and  (hipping,  he  went  into  the 
iflands  and  Tirhie  appertaining  to  Maclean, 
invading  thefe  places  with  great  holiility; 
where,  what  by  fire,  what  by  fword,  and 
what  by  water,  he  deftroyed  all  the  men  that 
he  could  overtake  (none  excepted)  and  all 
forts  of  beads  that  ferved  for  domeftical  ufe 
and  pleafure  of  man;  and  finally  came  to 
the  very  Bifi-moir  in  Mull,  and  there  killed 
and  chafed  the  Clan-Lean  at  his  pleafure,  and 
fo,  fully  revenged  himfelf  of  his  former  in- 
juries. Whilft  Angus  Macdonald  was  thus 
raging  in  Mull  and  Tirhie,  Sir  Lauchlan 
Maclean  went  into  Kintyre,  fpoiled,  wafted, 
and  burnt  a  great  part  of  that  country;  and 
thus  for  a  while,  they  did  continually  vex  one 
another  with  flaughters  and  outrages,  to  the 
deftru6lion,  well  near  of  all  their  country  and 
people.  In  this  mean  time  Sir  Lauchlan  Mac* 
lean  did  entice  and  train  John  Macean  of  Ar- 
demurchie  (one  of  the  Clan-Donald)  to  come 
unto  him  unto  the  ifle  of  Mull,  promifing  him 
E  2  that 
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that  he  would  give  him  his  mother  In  mar- 
riage, unto  whom  the  faid  John  Macean  had 
been  a  Alitor.  John  being  come  unto  Mull, 
in  hope  of  this  marriage,  Maclean  yielded  to 
his  defire,  thinking  thereby  to  draw  John  Ma- 
cean unto  his  party  againft  Angus  Macdonald. 
The  marriage  was  celebrated  at  Torloiske  in 
Mull;  but  the  fame  very  night  John  Macean 
his  chamber  was  forced,  himfelf  taken  from 
his  bed  out  of  Maclean  his  mother's  arms,  and 
eighteen  of  his  men  llain,  becaufe  he  rcfufedto 
affift  Maclean  againft  Angus  Macdonald.  Thefe 
were  (and  are  to  this  day)  called,  in  a  proverb, 
Maclean  his  Nuptials.  John  Macean  was  de- 
tained a  whole  year  in  captivity  by  Maclean  j 
and,  at  laft,  was  rcleafed  in  exchange  of  Mac- 
lean his  fon  and  the  reft  of  the  pledges  which 
Angus  Macdonald  had  in  his  hands.  Thefe 
two  iflanders,  Angus  Macdonald  and  Maclean, 
were  afterwards  written  for  by  the  king,  and 
trained  unto  Edinburgh,  the  year  of  God  159  f, 
with  promife  fafely  to  pafs  and  repafs  unhurt 
or  moleftcd  in  their  bodies  or  goods,  and  were 
committed  both  to  ward  within  the  caftlc  of 
Edinburgh,  where  they  remained  not  long 
when  they  were  remitted  free,  to  pafs  home 
again,  for  a  pecunial  fine,  and  a  remiflion 
granted  to  either  of  them.  Their  eldeft  fons 
were  left  as  pledges  for  their  obedience  in  time 
coming. 
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The  Troubles  betwixt  Sutherland  and  Cattey^ 
nefs,  the  years  1587,  1588,  1589,  and  1590. 

THE  year  of  God  1587  there  happened  fomc 
diflcnfion  betwixt  the  Earls  of  Sutherland  and 
Catteynefs  upon  this  occafion.  George  Gor- 
don of  Marie  in  Sutherland  (bafc  fon  to  Gil- 
bert Gordon  of  Gartie)  had  done  divers  con- 
tempts and  indignities  to  the  Earl  of  Cattey- 
nefs and  his  fervants,  occafioned  through  the 
nearnefs  ©f  George  Gordon  his  dwelling  place, 
which  bordered  upon  Catteynefs.  Thefe  in- 
folencies  of  George  Gordon's,  the  Earl  of 
Catteynefs  could  not  or  would  not  endure  j 
and  fo,  aflembling  a  company  of  m6n,  horfc 
and  foot,  he  comes,  under  filence  of  the  night, 
and  invades  George  Gordon  in  his  own  houfc 
at  Marie.  George  makes  all  the  refiftancc  he 
could  ;  and,  as  they  were  eagerly  purfuing 
the  houfe,  he  flays  a  fpecial  gentleman  of  Cat- 
teynefs, called  John  Sutherland ;  therewith  he 
iflued  out  of  the  houfe,  and  calls  himfelf  into 
the  river  of  Helmifdel,.  which  was  hard  by, 
thinking  to  fave  himfelf  by  fwimming ;  but 
he  was  fhot  with  arrows,  and  flain  in  the  wa- 
ter. This  happened  in  the  month  of  Febru- 
ary 1587. 

Alexander  Earl  of  Sutherland  took  the 
flaughter  of  George  Gordon  in  evil  part, 
which  he  determined  to  revenge,  and  there- 
upon dealt  with  fuch  of  his  friends  as  had 
credit  at  court  for  the  time ;  by  whofe  means 

he 
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he  obtained  a  commiffion  againft  the  flayers 
of  George  Gordon;  which  being  gotten,  he 
fent  200  men  into  Catteynefs  in  February 
1588,  conducted  by  John  Gordon  of  Golfpi- 
tour  and  John  Gordon  of  Backies,  who  in- 
vaded the  paroches  of  Dumbaith  and  Lathron 
in  Catteynefs,  with  all  hoftility,  fpoiling  and 
burning  the  fame ;  they  killed  John,  James's 
fon,  a  gentleman  of  Catteynefs,  with  fome  o- 
thcrsj  and  this  was  called  Creach-lairn. 

No  fooner  were  they  returned  out  of  Dum- 
baith, but  Earl  Alexander,  being  accompani- 
ed with  Hutcheon  Mackay  (who  had  been 
then  lately  reconciled  to  his  fuperior  the  Earl 
of  Sutherland)  entered  into  Catteynefs  with 
all  his  forces",  fpoiling  all  before  him  till  he 
came  to  Girnigo,  (now  called  Caftle-Sinclair) 
where  the  Earl  of  Catteynefs  then  lay.  Earl 
Alexander  efcaped  himfelf  hard  by  the  town 
of  Weik,  which  is  within  a  mile  of  Girnigo. 
They  took  the  town  of  Weik  with  little  diffi- 
culty, and  burnt  the  fame.  They  bcfiegcd  the 
caftle  of  Girnigo  for  the  fpace  of  twelve  days, 
which  was  well  defended  by  the  Earl  of  Cat- 
teynefs and  thofe  that  were  within.  Earl  A- 
lexander  perceiving  that  the  caftle  could  not 
be  obtained  without  a  long  fiege,  he  fent  his 
men  abroad  through  the  country  of  Cattey- 
nefs to  purfue  fuch  as  had  been  at  the  flaugh- 
ter  of  George  Gordon,  if  they  could  be  ap- 
prehended :  fo  having  ilain  divers  of  them,  and 
fpoiled  the  country,  Earl  Alexander  returns 
again  with  his  hoft  into  Sutherland  in   the 

month 
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month  of  February  1588.  And  this  was  cal- 
led La-ne-creigh  moir. 

The  Earl  of  Catteynefs,  to  revenge  thefc 
injuries  and  to  rcquit  his  lofles,  affembled  ail 
his  forces  in  the  year  of  God  1589,  and  fent 
them  into  Sutherland,  under  the  conduct  of 
his  brother  the  laird  of  Murckle,  who  entered 
Sutherland  with  all  hoftility,  and  coming  to 
Strath-ullie,  he  flays  three  tenants  of  the  Earl 
of  Sutherland's  in  Liriboll,  burning  the  houfe 
above  them  ;  from  Liriboll  they  march  farther 
into  the  country  The  inhabitants  of  Su- 
therland, being  conduced  by  Hutcheon  Mac- 
kay  and  John  Gordon  of  Backies,  met  with 
the  Catteynefs-men  at  a  place  called  Crifla- 
ligh,  where  they  (kirmifhed  a  little  while  with 
little  or  no  flaughter  on  either  fide;  and  fo 
Murckle  retired  home  into  Catteynefs.  In 
exchange  hereof,  Alexander  Earl  of  Suther- 
land fent  300  men  into  Catteynefs,  conducted 
by  John  Gordon  of  Backies,  the  fame  year  of 
God  '589,  who  cnttring  that  country  with 
all  hoftility,  he  fpoiled  and  walled  the  fame 
till  he  came  within  fix  miles  of  Girnigo,  kil- 
led above  30  men,  and  returned  home  with  a 
great  booty.  This  was  called  Creagh-ne  kain^ 
kiih. 

The  Earl  of  Citteynefs,  to  repair  his  for- 
mer loffes,  conveened  his  whole  forces  the 
year  of  God  1500.  Re  entered  into  Suther- 
land with  all  hoiiility,  and  encamped  befide 
the  Backies  ;  having  ibyed  one  night  there, 
they  returned  homeward  the  next  day,  drivr 

ing 
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ing  a  prey  of  goods  before  the  hoft.  By  this 
time  feme  of  the  inhabitants  of  Sutherlar^ 
were  aflcmbled,  to  the  number  of  5  or  400 
only,  and  perceiving  the  Catteynefs-men  upon 
the  fands  of  Clen-trednal,  they  prefcntly  in- 
vade them  at  a  place  called  Clyne.  There  cn- 
fued  a  (harp  conflict,  foughten  with  great  ob- 
ftinacy  on  either  fide,  till  the  night  parted 
them.  Of  the  Sutherland-men  there  were 
flain  John  Murray  and  fixteen  common  fol- 
diers.  Of  the  Catteynefs-men  there  were 
killed  Nicolas  Sutherland  (the  laird  of  Forfle 
his  brother)  and  Angus  Mactormot,  with  thir- 
teen others.     Divers  were  hurt  on  either  fide. 

The  next  morning  timely,  the  Earl  of  Cat- 
teynefs  returned  with  all  diligence  into  Cat- 
teynefs,  for  to  defend  his  own  country;  for 
whilfl  he  was  in  Sutherland,  Hutcheon  Mac- 
kay  had  entered  with  his  forces  into  Cattey- 
nefs,  and  had  fpoiled  that  country  even  to  the 
town  of  Thurfo  :  but  before  the  Earl  of  Cat- 
teynefs  could  overtake  him,  he  returned  again 
into  Strathnaver  with  a  great  booty. 

Thus  they  invelled  one  another  with  conti- 
nual fpoils  and  flaughters,  until  they  were  re- 
conciled by  the  mediation  of  the  Earl  of  Hunt- 
ley, who  caufcd  them  meet  at  Strathbogie ; 
and  a  final  peace  was  concluded  there,  be- 
twixt thefe  parties,  in  the  month  of  March 
159 1.    Here  ends  this  book  of  Sutherland. 
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The  Troubles  bet-wixt   the   Earls   of  Huntlie 
and  Ahirray. 

T  H  E  inftruments  of  this  trouble  were  the 
laird  of  Grant  and  Sir  John  Campbell  of  Cal- 
der,  knight.  The  knight  of  Calder  had  fpent 
the  moft  part  of  his  time  in  court,  where  he  was 
very  familiar  with  Chancellor  Maitland,  from 
whom  he  received  inftruftions  to  engender 
differences  betwixt  Huntlie  and  Murray;  which 
commiffion  he  accompliflied  very  learnedly, 
and  inflamed  the  one  againft  the  other,  by  the 
laird  of  Grant  his  means,  thus  James  Gordon 
(eldeft  fon  to  Alexander  Gordon  of  Lefmoir) 
accompanied  with  fome  of  his  friends,  went 
to  Ballendallegh  in  Strathfpey,  to  affifl:  his 
aunt,  the  widow  of  that  place,  againft  John 
Grant,  tutor  of  Ballendallegh,  who  went  a- 
bout  to  do  her  Ton  injury,  and  to  detain  her 
rents  from  her.  James  Gordon  coming  thi- 
ther, all  was  reftored  unto  the  widov/,  a  fmall 
matter  excepted  -,  v/hich,  notwithftanding,  he 
would  have  from  the  tutor,  thinking  it  a  dif- 
grace  to  him  and  to  his  family  if  his  aunt 
Ihould  iofe  the  leaft  part  of  her  due.  After  ' 
fome  conteftation,  there  was  beating  of  fer- 
vants  on  cither  fide ;  and,  being  put  afunder 
at  that  time,  James  Gordon  and  his  company 
retired  home.  Hereupon  the  family  of  Lef- 
moir do  perfaade  John  Gordon  (brother  to  5ir 
Thomas  Gordon  of  Ciunie)  to  marry  the  wi- 
dow of  Ballendallegh,  which  he  did.  The 
F  tutor 
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tutor  of  Ballendallegh  grudging  thac  any  of  the 
firnamc  of  Gordon  (hould  dwell  among  them, 
he  fell  at  variance  with  John  Gordon,  by  the 
laird  of  Grant  his  perfuafion,  and  kilkd  one 
of  John  Gordon  his  fervants ;  whereat  John 
Gordon  was  fo  incenfed,  and  purfued  fo  ea- 
gerly the  tutor,  and  fuch  of  the  Grants  as 
would  aflift,  harbour,  or  maintain  him  or  his 
fervants,  that  he  got  them  outlawed,  and  made 
rebels  by  the  laws  of  the  kingdom  :  and  fur- 
ther, he  moved  his  chief  the  Earl  of  Huntlie 
to  fearch  and  follow  them,  by  virtue  of  a  com- 
miflion,  as  flierifFof  that  fhire.  Huntlie  be- 
fieges  the  houfe  of  Ballendallegh,  and  takes  it 
by  force  the  2d  day  of  November  1590  ;  but 
the  tutor  efcaped.  Then  began  Calder  and 
Grant  to  work  their  premeditated  plot,  and  do 
ftir  up  the  Clan-Chattan  and  their  chief  Mac- 
intofh  to  join  with  the  Grants  ;  they  perfuade 
alfo  the  Earls  of  Athole  and  Murray  to  aflift 
them  againft  Huntlie.  They  ihew  the  Earl  of 
JMurray  that  how  he  had  a  fit  opportunity  and 
occafiOH  to  make  himfelf  flirong  in  thefe  north 
parts,  and  to  make  head  againft  the  houfe  of 
Huntlie  *,  that  they  and  all  their  friends  would 
aflift  him  to  the  uttermoft  of  their  power;  that 
Chancellor  Maitland  would  work  at  court  to 
their  efleft  againft  Huntlie  ;  fo  that  now  he 
fliould  not  flip  this  occafion,  left  afterward  he 
ftiould  never  have  the  like  opportunity  in  his 
time.  Hereupon  the  Earls  of  Murray  and  A- 
thole,  the  Dunbars,  the  Clan-Chattan,  the 
Grants,  and  the  laird  of  Calder,  with  all  their 
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faction,  met  at  Forrefs,  to  confult  of  their  af- 
fairs, where  they  were  all  fworn  in  one  league 
together,  fome  of  the  Dunbars  refufing  to  join 
with  them.  Huntlie  underftanding  that  the 
Earls  of  Murray  and  Athoie  did  intend  to  make 
a  faction  againft  him,  he  affembled  his  friends 
with  all  diligence,  and  rides  to  Forrefs  with  a 
rcfoiution  to  diflblve  their  convention.  Murray 
and  Athoie,  hearing  of  Huntlie's  coming  to- 
wards them,  they  leave  Forrefs,  and  flie  to 
Tarnoway,  the  Earl  of  Murray's  chief  dwelling 
place.  The  Earl  of  Huntlie  follows  them  thi- 
ther; but  before  his  coming,  the  Earl  of  A- 
thole,  the  lairds  of  Macintofli,  Grant,  Calder, 
and  the  {herifF  of  Murray,  had  left  the  houfe, 
and  were  fled  to  the  mountains ;  only  the  Earl 
of  Murray  flaid,  and  had  before  provided  all 
things  necefTary  for  his  defence.  Huntlie  com- 
ing within  fight  of  the  houfe,  he  fent  John 
Gordon  before  mentioned,  with  fome  men, 
to  view  the  fam^e  :  but  John  approaching  more 
hardily  than  warily,  was  (Iwt  from  the  houfe, 
and  flain  with  a  piece,  by  one  of  the  Earl  of 
Murray's  fervants.  Huntlie  perceiving  the 
houfe  of  Tarnoway  furnifhed  with  all  things 
neceffary  for  a  long  fiege,  and  underftanding 
alfo  that  the  moft  part  of  his  enemies  were  fled 
to  the  mountains,  he  left  the  houfe  and  diiTul- 
ved  his  company  the  lA/h  of  November  1590. 
The  Earl  of  Huntlie  thereupon  haftens  to  the 
court,  and  doth  reconcile  himfelf  to  Chancel- 
lor Maitland,  who  Ihortly  thereafter  (not  fo 
much  for  the  favour  he  bore  to  Huntlie,  as  for 
F  2  the 
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the  hatred  he  had  conceived  againft  the  Earl  of 
Murray  for  Bothwell  his  caufe)  did  purchafe 
a  commiffion  to  Huntiie  againft  the  Earl  of 
Murray,  caring  little,  in  the  mean  time,  what 
fhould  hecome  either  of  Murray  or  Huntiie. 
The  year  of  God  1591  Huntiie  fent  Allan 
Macdonell-Duy  into  Badenach  againft  the 
Clan-Chattan  j  after  a  fharp  Ikirmifh  the  Clan- 
Chattan  were  chafed,  and  above  fifty  of  them 
flain.  Then  Huntiie  fent  Macronald  againft 
the  Grants,  whom  Macronald  invaded  in 
Strathfpey,  killed  eighteen  of  them,  and  waft- 
ed all  Ballendallegh  his  lands.  The  year  of 
God  1 59 1,  the  27th  of  December,  the  firft 
raid  of  the  Abbay  was  enterprifed  by  the  Earl 
of  Bothwell ;  but  failing  of  his  purpofe,  he 
was  forced  to  flie  away,  and  fo  efcaped.  The 
Duke  of  Lenox  and  the  Earl  of  Huntiie  wxre 
fent  into  the  weft  with  a  commifiion  againft 
Bothwell  and  fuch  as  did  harbour  him ;  but 
Bothwell  efcaped  before  their  coming  Then 
took  the  Earl  of  Murray  his  fatal  and  laft 
journey  from  Tarnoway  fouth  to  DunibrifTill, 
where  he  did  harbour  and  recept  the  Earl  of 
Bothwell  Huntiie  being  now  at  court,  which 
then  fojourned  at  Edinburgh,  he  urges  Chan- 
cellor Maitland  for  his  commifiion  againft  the 
Earl  of  Murray;  and,"  having  obtained  the 
fame,  he  takes  journey  u'ith  forty  gentlemen 
from  Edinburgh  to  the  Queensferry,  and  from 
thence  to  Dunibrifiill,  where  he  invades  the 
Earl  of  Murray.  Huntiie,  before  his  approach 
to  the  houfe,  fent  captain  John  Gordon  (bro- 
ther 
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ther  to  William  Gordon  laird  of  Geight)  to 
defire  the  Earl  of  Murray  to  give  over  the 
houfie^and  to  render  himfelf  j  which  was  not 
only  refufed,  but  alfo  captain  John  Gordon 
was  deadly  hurt  by  a  piece,  by  one  of  the  Earl 
of  Murray  liis  fervants,  at  his  very  firft  ap- 
proach to  the  gates :  whereupon  they  fet  fire 
in  the  houfe,  and  force  the  entry.  Huntlie 
commanded  the  Earl  of. Murray  to  be  taken  a- 
live  \  but  the  laird  of  Cluixie,  whofe  brother 
was  (lain  at  Tarnoway,  and  the  laird  of  Geight, 
who  had  his  brother  lying  deadly  wounded  be- 
fore his  eyes,  overtaking  Murray,  as  he  was 
efcaped  out  of  the  houfe,  killed  him  among 
the  rocks  upon  the  fea-fide.  There  was  alfo 
the  (hei-iff  of  Murray  flain  by  Innes  of  Inner- 
markie,  which  happened  the  7th  day  of  Fe- 
bruary 1 59 1.  Prefentiy  hereupon  Huntlie  re- 
turned into  the  north,  and  left  captain  John 
Gordon  at  Innerkeithing,  until  he  were  re- 
covered of  his  v/ound,  where  he  was  taken  by 
the  Earl  of  Murray's  friends  and  executed  at 
Edinburgh,  being  Icarce  able  to  live  one  day 
longer  for  his  wound  received  at  DunibrifTill. 
Sir  John  Campbell  of  Calder,  knight,  who  was 
the  worker  and  caufe  of  their  troubles,  and  of 
the  miferies  that  enfued  thereupon,  was  af- 
terward pitifully  flain  by  his  own  firname  in 
Argyle. 

The  Earl  of  Huntlie  was  charged  by  the 
Lord  St.  Colme  (the  late  (lain  Eari  of  Murray 
his  brother)  to  underly  the  cenfure  of  the  law 
for  the  fiaughter  at  Dunibriffill.  Huntlie  com- 
peared 
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peared  at  Edinburgh  at  the  day  appointed,  be- 
ing ready  to  abide  the  trial  of  an  aflize*,  and 
unto  fuch  time  as  his  peers  were  aflembled  to 
that  effedtj  he  did  offer  to  remain  in  ward  in 
any  place  the  King  would  appoint  him :  where- 
upon he  was  warded  in  the  Blacknefs  the  12th 
day  of  March  1591,  and  was  releafed  the  2cth 
day  of  the  fame  month,  upon  fecurity  and  cau- 
tion given  by  him  that  he  Oiould  enter  again 
upon  fix  days  warning,  whenfoever  he  fiiould 
be  charged  to  that  effect 

After  the  Earl  of  Murray  his  flaughter  at 
Dunibriffill,  the  Clan-Chattan  (who,  of  all 
that  faction,  moft  eagerly  endeavoured  to  re- 
venge his  death)  did  affemble  their  forces  un- 
der the  conduct  of  Angus  Macdonald-Willi- 
amfon,  and  came  to  Strathdiffe  and  Glenmuck, 
■where  they  fpoiled  and  invaded  the  Earl  of 
Huntlie's  lands,  and  killed  four  gentlemen  of 
the  firname  of  Gordon,  among  whom  was  the  ^^ 
old  baron  of  Breaghley,  whofe  death  and  man- 
ner thereof  was  much  lamented,  being  very 
aged,  and  much  given  to  hofpitality.  He  was 
flain  by  them  in  his  own  houfe,  after  he  had 
made  them  good  cheer  «nd  welcome,  never 
fufpe£ting  them,  or  cxpe(Sting  any  fuch  reward 
for  his  kindly  entertainment,  which  happened 
the  I  ft  day  of  November  1592.  In  revenge 
whereof,  the  Earl  of  Huntlie,  having  gotten  a 
corrimiffion  againft  them,  affembled  his  power 
and  raid  into  Pettie  (which  was  then  in  the 
poffeffion  of  the  Clan-Chattan)  where  he  waft- 
ed and  fpoiled  all  the  Clan-Chattan's  lands, 

and 
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and  killed  divers  of  them ;  but  as  the  Earl  of 
Huntlie  had  returned  home  fiom  Pettie,  he  was 
advertifcd  that  William  Macintoih  with  8co  of 
Clan-Chattan  were  fpoiling  his  lands  of  Cabe- 
reghe;  whereupon  Huntlie  and  his  uncle  Sir 
Patrick  Gordon  of  Achindowne,  with  fome 
few  horfemen,  made  fpeed  towards  the  ene- 
my, defiring  the  reft  of  his  company  to  follow 
him  with  all  poflible  diligence,  knowing  that 
if  once  he  were  within  fight  of  them,  they 
would  defift  from  fpoiling  the  country.  Huntlie 
overtook  the  Glan-Chattan  before  they  left  the 
bounds  of  Cabereghe,  upon  the  head  of  a  hill 
called  Steplegate ;  where,  without  ftaying  for 
the  reft  of  his  men,  he  invaded  them  with  thefe 
few  he  then  had;  after  a  (harp  conflict  he  o- 
verthrew  them,  chafed  them,  killed  6c  of  their 
ableft  men,  and  hurt  William  Macintofli  with 
divers  others  of  his  company. 

Shortly  afterward,  the  earl  of  Huntlie  con- 
veened  his  forces,  and  went  the  fecond  time 
into  Pettie,  caufing  Alexander  Gordon  of 
Abergeldie,  Huntlie's  bailie  in  Badenoch  for 
the  time,  bring  down  his  Highlandmen  of 
Lochaber,  Badenoch  and  Strathdowne,  to  meet 
him  at  Invernefs;  defiring  him  alfo,  in  his 
journey  towards  Invernefs,  to  direct  fome  men 
of  Macronalds  into  Strathfpey  and  Badenoch, 
to  fpoil  and  wafte  the  laird  of  Grant  and  Mac- 
intofh's  lands ;  which  was  done,  and  afterward 
Abergeldie  and  Macronald,  with  the  Highland- 
men,  met  Huntlie  at  Invernefs,  from  v/hence 
(joining  altogether)  they  invade  Pettie,  whets 

they 
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they  wafted,  burnt,  and  fpoiled  all  the  rebels 
lands  and  poiTeflions,  killed  a  number  of  them, 
and  then  returned  home  into  their  countries. 

Whilft  the  north  of  Scotland  was  thus  in  a 
combuftion,  the  Spanifh  Blanks  were  difco- 
vered,  and  Mr.  George  Car,  do£l:or  of  the 
laws,  was  apprehended  in  the  ille  of  Cumray, 
and  brought  back  to  Edinburgh,  1592.  After- 
ward, the  year  of  God  1594,  the  JPopifh  earls, 
Angus,  Huntlie,  and  Eriol,  were,  at  the  ear- 
ned fuit  of  the  Queen  of  England's  ambafiador, 
forfeited  at  a  parliament  held  at  Edinburgh, 
the  penult  of  May  1594.  Then  was  the  King 
moved  to  make  the  earl  of  Argyle  his  Majefty^s 
lieutenant  in  the  north  of  Scotland,  to  invade 
the  Earls  of  Huntlie  and  Errol.  Argyle  being 
glad  of  this  employment  (having  received  mo- 
ney from  the  Queen  of  England  for  this  pur- 
pofe)  makes  great  preparation  for  the  jolirney, 
and  addrefles  himfelf  quickly  forward  j  think- 
ing, thereby,  to  have  a  good  occafion  to  re- 
venge his  brother-in-law  the  earl  of  Murray's 
death:  fo,  on  he  went,  with  full  affurance  of 
a  certain  victory,  accompanied  with  the  earl 
of  TuUibairne,  Sir  Lauchlan  Maclean  and 
divers  iflanders,  Macintofh,  Grant,  and  Clan- 
Gregor,  Macneill-Warray,  with  all  their  friends 
and  dependers,  together  with  the  whole  fir- 
name  of  Campbell,  with  fundry  others,  whom 
either  greedinefs  of  prey,  or  malice  againft 
the  Gordons,  had  thrult  on  forward  in  that 
expedition,  in  all  above  10,000  men.  ,And, 
coming  through  all  the  meuntainous  countries 

of 
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of  that  part  of  Scotland,  they  arrived  at  Riven 
ofBadenoch,  the  27  of  September  (594,  which 
houfe  they  befieged,  becaufe  it  appertained  to 
Huntlie :  but  it  was  fo  well  defended  by  the 
Clan-Pherfon  (Huntlie's  fervants)  that  Argyle 
was  forced  to  give  over  the  fiege,  and  to  ad- 
drefs  himfelf  towards  the  lowlands  ;  where 
the  Lord  Forbes  with  his  kin,  the  Frazers,  the 
Dunbars,  the  Clan-Chenzie,  the  Irvines,  the 
Ogilbies,  the  Leflies,  the  Monroes,  and  divers 
other  firnames  of  the  north,  fhould  have  met 
him  as  the  King  his  lieutenant,  and  fo  join 
with  his  forces  againft  Huntlie. 

Argyle  came  thus  forward  to  Drummin  in 
Strathdown,  and  encamped  hard  thereby, 
the  2d  of  OiSlober.  Huntlie  and  Erroll  hear- 
ing of  this  great  preparation  made  againft  them, 
they  laiked  neither  courage  nor  refolution  ; 
they  aflemble  all  fuch  as  would  follow  them 
and  their  fortune  in  this  extremity.  Erroll 
came  unto  the  earl  of  Huntlie  to  Strathbogie 
with  100  or  120  of  refoiute  gentlemen;  and 
fo  having  there  joined  with  Huntlie's  forces, 
they  march  forv/ard  from  thence  to  Carnebor- 
row,  and  then  to  AchindowTie,  with  1500 
horfemen,  the  3d  of  Oclober;  parting  from 
Achindowne,  Huntly  fent  captain  Thomas  Car 
and  fome  of  the  family  of  Tillihoudie- Gor- 
don, to  fpy  the  fields  and  view  the  enemy. 
Thefe  gentlemen  meeting,  by  chance,  with 
Argyle  his  fpies,  they  kill  them  all  except  one, 
whom  they  faved  and  examined,  and  by  him 
underftood  that  Argyle  was  at  hand.  This  ac- 
G  cident 
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cident  much  encouraged  the  earl  of  Huntlie's 
men,  taking  this  as  a  prefage  of  an  enfuing 
vi£lory;  whereupon  Huntlie  and  Errol  do  re- 
folve  to  fight  with  Argyle  before  he  fhould 
join  with  the  lord  Forbes  and  the  reft  of  his 
forces:  fo  they  march  towards  the  enemy,  who, 
by  this  time,  was  at  Glenlivat  in  the  moun- 
tains of  Strathawen. 

The  earl  of  Argyle  underflanding  that  Hun- 
lie  was  at  hand,  who  (as  he  believed)  durft 
not  iliew  his  countenance  againft  fuch  an  ar- 
my, he  was  foniewhat  aftonillied,  and  would 
gladly  have  delayed  the  battle  until  he  had 
met  with  the  Lord  Forbes;  but  perceiving 
them  to  draw  near,  and  trufting  to  his  great 
number,  he  began  to  order  his  battle,  and  to 
encourage  his  people  with  the  hope  of  prey, 
and  the  enemy's  fmall  forces  to  refift  them. 
He  gave  the  commandment  and  leading  of  his 
vanguard  to  Sir  Lauchlan  Maclean  and  to 
Auchinbreck,  which  did  confift  of  4000  men, 
whereof  2000  men  were  hagbutters-  Argyle 
himfelf  and  Tullibairne  followed  with  all  the 
reft  of  the  army.  The  carl  of  Errol  and  Sir 
Patrick  Gordon  of  Auchindowne,  accompa- 
nied with  the  laird  of  Geight,  Bonieton 
Wood  and  Captain  Car,  led  the  earl  of 
Huntlie's  vanguard,  which  confifted  of  300 
gentlemen ;  Huntlie  followed  them  with  the 
reft  of  his  company,  having  the  laird  of 
Cluny  Gordon  upon  his  right  hand  Abergel- 
die  upon  the  left  hand  j  and  as  he  began  to 
march  forward,  he  encouraged  his  men,  ftiew- 

ing 
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ing  them  that  there  was  no  remedy,  but  either 
to  obtain  the  vi£tory,  or  to  die  with  their  wea* 
pons  in  their  hands,  in  defence  of  whatfoever 
they  held  deareft  in  this  world.  Argyle  his 
army  being  all  footmen,  and  aflailed,  had  the 
advantage  of  the  ground;  for  they  were  array- 
ed in  battle  upon  the  top  of  a  deep,  rough,  and 
craggy  mountain,  at  the  defcent  whereof  the 
ground  was  foggy,  molTy,  and  full  of  peit- 
pots,  exceeding  dangerous  for  horfe.  Huntlie 
his  forces  confifted  all  in  horfemen,  and  were 
conftrained  to  ride  firft  through  the  molTy 
ground  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  then  to  ride 
up  againft  that  heathy  rough  and  craggy  moun- 
tain, to  purfue  the  enemy,  who  did  there  at- 
tend them  Before  that  Errol  and  Achindowne 
gave  the  firft  charge,  Huntlie  caufed  captain 
Andrew  Gray  (now  colon.el  of  the  Englifh  and 
Scottifti  in  Bohemia)  fhoot  three  field-pieces 
of  ordnance  at  the  enemy,  whii:h  bred  a  con- 
fufed  tumult  among  them,  by  the  flaughter  of 
Macneill-warray,  an  iflander,  and  one  of  the 
moft  vahant  men  of  that  party  Huntlie  his 
vanguard,  feeing  the  enemy  difordered,  pre-  , 
iently  gave  the  charge;  the  earl  of  Errol 
with  the  moft  part  of  the  vanguard  turned 
their  fides  towards  the  enemy,  and  fo  went 
a  little  about,  diredly  towards  Argyle,  leav- 
ing Maclean  and  the  vanguard  upon  their  left 
hand,  being  forced  thereto  by  the  fteepnefs 
of  the  hill,  and  the  thick  (hot  of  the  enemy ; 
but  Auchindowne,  with  the  reft  of  his  com- 
pany, did  gallop  up  againft  the  hill  towards 
G  2  Mac- 
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IVLaclean;  fo  that  Auchindowne  himfelfwas 
the  firft  man  that  invaded  the  enemy,  and  the 
firft  that  was  flain  by  them,  having  loft 
bimfelf  by  his-  too  much  forwardnefs.  The 
fight  was  cruel  and  furious  for  a  while.  Auch- 
indowne bis  fervants  and  followers,  perceiving 
their  mafter  fall,  raged  among  their  enemies, 
as  if  they  had  refolved  to  revenge  his  death, 
and  to  accompany  him  in  dying  Maclean 
again  playing  the  part  of  a  good  commander, 
compaffed  Huntlie  his  vanguard,  and  inclofed 
them  betwixt  him  and  Argyle  ;  having  engag- 
ed themfclves  fo  far  that  now  there  was  no 
hope  of  retreat ;  fo  that  they  were  in  danger 
to  be  all  cut  in  pieces,  if  Huntlie  had  not  come 
fpeedily  to  their  fupport,  where  he  was  in 
great  danger  of  his  life,  his  horfe  being  flairi 
under  him-,  but  being  prefently  horfed  again 
by  Invermarkie,  he  rulhed  in  among  the 
enemies.  Thus  the  battle  was  again  renewed 
with  great  fury,  and  continued  two  hours. 
In  end,  Argyle  with  his  main  battle  began  to 
decline,  and  then  to  file  a-pace,  leaving  Mac- 
lean (till  fighting  inr'the  field  •,  who  feeing  him- 
felf  thus  deftitute  of  fuccours,  and  his  men 
either  fled  or  flain,  he  retired  in  good  order 
with  the  fmall  company  be  had  about  him,  and 
faved  bimfelf  by  flight;  having  behaved  him- 
felf  in  the  battle,  not  only  like  a  good  com- 
mander, but  alfo  like  a  valiant  foldier.  Hunt* 
lie  and  his  horfemen  followed  the  chacc 
beyond  the  brook  of  Aldchonlihan,  killing  the 
enemies  till  the  fteepnefs  of  the  next  mountains 

did 
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did  ftay  them,  being  inacccflible  for  horfemen. 
Argyle  his  enfign  was  found  in  the  place  of 
battle,  and  brought  back  with  them  to  Strath- 
bcgie.  The  earl  of  Argyle  lofl  in  this  battle, 
his  two  ccufins,  Archibald  Campbell  of  Loch- 
incll,  and  his  brother  James  Campbell,  with 
divers  of  Auchinbreck  his  friends,  Macneili- 
warray  and  700  common  foldiers  Neither 
was  the  vi£lory  very  pleafing  to  the  earl  of 
Huntlie,  for  befides  that  the  earl  of  Erroll, 
the  laird  of  Geight,  and  moft  part  of  all  his 
company  were  hurt  and  wounded.  Sir  Patrick 
Gordon  of  Auchindowne,  his  uncle,  a  wife, 
valiant,  and  refolute  knight,  with  14  others, 
were  there  fiain.  All  their  hurt  m.en  were  car- 
ried that  night  to  Auchindowne,  where  moft 
part  of  them  ilaid  until  they  were  recovered. 
This  battle  was  foughten  on  Thurfday  the  3d 
daycfOclober  4594. 

The  lord  Foibes,  the  lairds  of  Buquhan  and 
Drum  affembled  ail  their  friends  and  followers 
with  intention  to  join  with  Argyle  j  but  hear- 
ing of  his  overthrow,  they  conclude  to  join  with 
the  Dunbars,  end  the  reft  (^f  the  forces  coming 
from  the  provinces  of  Murray  and  Rofs,  and 
fo  to  invade  the  Gordons  when  they  came  from 
the  battle,  thinking  it  now  an  eafy  matter  to 
overthrow  them,  and  to  revenge  old  quarrels. 
To  this  efte6t  the  whole  firnam.e  of  Forbes, 
with  moil  part  of  the  Leilies  and  Irvines,  met 
at  Druminour  (the  lord  Forbes  his  dwelling) 
and  fo  went  on,  thinking  to  overtake  Argylc, 
2nd  to  caufe  him  return  and  renew,  the  battle 

againft 
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againft  the  Gordons  and  their  partakers;  but 
as  they  marched  forward,  a  gentleman  called  - 
Irvine  was  killed  with  the  fhot  of  a  piftol,  in 
the  dark  of  the  night,  hard  by  the  lord  Forbes, 
the  author  of  which  fliot  was  never  yet  known 
unto  this  day;  for  prcfently  all  their  piftols 
were  fearched,  and  found  to  be  full.  This  un- 
expected accident  bred  fuch  a  confufion  and 
amazement  in  the  minds  of  the  Forbefes  and 
their  followers,  being  now  all  afraid  of  one 
another,  that  they  diflblved  their  companies 
and  returned  home.  The  reft  of  the  clans  in 
the  north,  fuch  as  the  D unbars,  the  Frafers, 
the  Monroes,  and  the  Clan-Chenzie,  being 
conveened  at  Forbes  in  Murray,  were  ftiyed 
by  the  policy  of  Dunbar  of  Munefle,  who  then  . 
was  tutor  to  the  fherifF  of  Murray,  and  favour- 
ed the  earl  of  Huntlie,  Sir  Patrick  Gordon  of 
Auchindownc  having  married  his  mother. 

Whilft  the  earl  of  Argyle  was  thus  employed 
againft  Huntlie,  the  King  came  to  Dundee, 
where  he  cxpe£ied  the  iiTuc  of  that  battle; 
which  when  he  had  heard,  his  Majefty  took 
journey  north  towards  Strattibogie  In  this 
voyage  his  Majefty,  by  the  inftigation  of  Hunt- 
lie  and  Errors  greateft  enemies,  permitted 
(though  unwillingly)  divers  houfes  to  be  thrown 
down,  fuch  as  the  houfe  of  Strathbogie,  which 
appertained  to  Huntlie,  the  houfe  of  Slains, 
in  Jiuchan,  appertaining  to  the  earl  of  Errol, 
the  houfe  of  Culfamond,  in  Garioch,  apper- 
taining to  the  laird  of  Newtoun  Gordon,  the 
houfe  of  Bagayes  in  Angus,  appertaining  to 

Sir 


CONFLICTS.  55 

Sir  Walter  Lindfey,  and  the  houfe  of  Craig,  in 
Angus  appertaining  to  Sir  John  Ogilvie,  fon  to 
the  lord  Ogilvie.  In  this  mean  time  that  the  King 
wasatStrathbogic,  the  earl  of  Huntlie,  with  di- 
vers of  his  friends,  went  into  Sutherland 
and  Cattcynefs;  and  when  his  Majefty  return- 
ed into  Edinburgh,  Huntlie  left  the  kingdom, 
and  travelled  through  Germany,  France,  and 
Flanders;  having  ftaid  abroad  one  year  and 
five  months,  he  was  recalled  again  by  the 
King;  and,  at  his  return,  both  he,  Angus, 
and  Erroll  were  again  reftored  to  their  former 
honours  and  dignities,  at  a  parliament  held  in 
Edinburgh,  in  November  1597;  and  further, 
his  Majefty  honoured  the  earl  of  Huntlie  with 
the  honour  of  Mj^quis,  the  year  1599.  All 
quarrels  betwixt  him  and  the  earls  of  Argyle 
and  Murray  were  taken  away,  by  the  marriage 
of  Argyle  his  eldeft  daughter  to  George  lord 
Gordon,  Huntlie  his  eldeft  fon,  and  by  the 
marriage  of  lady  Anne  Gordon,  Huntlie*s 
daughter,  to  James  earl  of  Murray,  fon  to 
him  that  was  flain  at  Dunibriflill. 

^he    Troubles    ht-wixt    the   Forbefes  and  the 
Gordons  in  the  years   1571    and  1572. 

THE  two  families  of  Gordon  and  Forbes 
were  of  great  power  and  authority  in  their 
country,  both  of  them  valiant,  wife,  and  weal- 
thy; both  harbouring  deadly  feud,  long  rooted 
between  them.  The  Gordons  then  lived  with 
great  concojrd  and  unity  among  themfelves; 

and, 
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and,  by  attollerance  of  their  Kings,  had,  for 
many  years,  governed  the  people  adjoining 
unto  them,  whereby  they  became  wealthy  and 
of  great  power,  and  purchafed  ftrength  among 
themfelves,  together  with  the  attendance  and 
following  of  other  men  towards  them.  When, 
on  the  contrary,  the  Forbefcs  were  at  wars 
one  with  another,  daily  impaired  their  own 
ftrengths,  with  their  own  flaughteri,  and,  in 
end,  wrought  their  own  harm  by  prefling  to 
ftrive  againft  the  Gordons  Tnefe  two  furnames 
did  live  together  at  this  time,  rather  in  fecret 
emulation  than  open  envy ;  becaufe  they  had 
(in  way  of  reconciliation)  by  marriage  inter- 
mingled their  families  together ;  but  their  hid 
and  long  rooted  rancour  did  now  burll  forth, 
not  only  by  following  contrary  factions  dur- 
ing thefc  civil  wars  betwixt  the  King's  par- 
ty and  the  Queen's,  but  chiefly  becaufe  that 
John  mafter  of  Forbes  (eldeft  fon  to  the  Lord 
Forbes)  had  repudiate  and  put  away  his  wife, 
Margaret  Gordon,  daughter  to  George  Earl  of 
Huntlic,  which  he  did  by  the  inftigation  of 
his  uncle  Black  Arthur  Forbes,  who  mortally 
hated  the  Gordons.  This  Arthur  was  a  man 
of  great  courage,  ambitious,  and  ready  to  un- 
dertake any  thing  whatfoever  for  the  advance- 
ment and  reconciliation  of  his  family.  The 
Forbefes,  from  the  firft  time  of  thir  civil  dif- 
cords  in  Scotland,  did  follow  the  King's  par- 
ty ;  the  Gordons  did  always  remain  conftantly 
faithful  to  the  Queen,  even  unto  the  end. 
The  Forbefes,  by  perfuafion  of  Black  Ar- 
thur 
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thur  Forbes,  had  appointed  both  day  and  place 
of  meeting,  where  they  (hould  aflemble  toge- 
ther, not  only  for  their  own  general  reconcili- 
ation among  themfelvcs;  but  alfo  to  enterprife 
fomething  againft  the  Gordons  and  the  reft  of 
the  Queen's  favourers  in  thefe  parts  ;  whereof 
Adam  Gordon  of  Auchindowne  having  fecret 
intelligence  (his  brother  the  Ep.rl  of  Huntlie 
being  then  at  Edinburgh)  he  affemblcd  a  cer- 
tain number  of  his  kindred  and  followers  to 
crofs  the  proceedings  of  the  Forbefes,  who 
were  all  conveened  at  Tilliangus  above  Dru- 
minour,  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  of  God 
1572.  The  Forbefes  perceiving  the  Gordons 
coming  up  towards  them,  againft  the  hill 
where  they  then  were,  they  did  intrench 
themfelves  within  their  camp,  which  they  had 
ftrongly  fortified,  dividing  their  army  in  two 
feveral  companies,  whereof  Black  Arthur  For- 
bes commanded  that  which  lay  next  unto  the 
Gordons-  Adam  Gordon  (far  inferiour  in 
number  to  his  enemies)  prefently,  without  a- 
ny  ftay,  fiercely  invaded  the  firft  company,  his 
brother,  Mr.  Roberc  Gordon,  fet  up  ,.1  the  o- 
ther :  fo,  breaking  their  trenches,  they  ran 
defperately  upon  the  fpears  of  their  enemies. 
After  a  fliarp  and  cruel  confiicl,  courageoufly 
foughten  a  long  time  on  either  fide,  Black  Ar- 
thur Forbes,  with  divers  others,  gentlemen  of 
his  firnarne  and  family,  were  flain  ;  the  reft 
were  all  overthrown,  put  to  flight,  and  chafed 
even  to  the  gates  of  Druminour,  the  Lord  For- 
bes bis  chief  dwelling  place  ;  few  of  the.Gor- 
.  H  dons 


58  CONFLICTS. 

dons  were  killed,  but  only  John  Gordon  of 
Buckie,  father  to  John  Gordon  of  Buckie" 
now  living. 

The  Forbefes  attempted  nothing  afterward 
in  revenge  of  this  overthrow,  until  the  time 
that  John  mafter  of  Forbes  (Black  Arthur  his 
nephew  and  chief  of  that  family)  hardly  ef- 
caping  from  his  enemies,  haftened  to  court, 
where  the  Earl  of  Mar,  then  regent,  had  his 
refidence,  hoping  by  him  to  be  relieved.  The 
regent  gave  him  five  companies  of  footmen 
and  fomc  horfemen,  with  letters  to  fuch  of  the 
adjoining  nobility  as  favoured  and  followed 
that  party,  defiring  them  to  aflbciate  and  join 
themfelves  unto  the  Forbefes.  Thefe  then  be- 
ing confederate  and  aifembled  together  with 
certain  other  families  of  their  affinity  and 
neighbours,  fo  advanced  the  fpirit  of  this  John 
mafter  of  Forbes,  that  he  now  thought  him- 
felf  fufficiently  furnifhed  againft  the  forces  of 
his  adverfaries,  and  fo  prefently  went  to  Aber- 
deen, to  expel  Adam  Gordon  from  thence, 
the  year  of  God  1572,  who  knowing  the  pfe- 
paratic-^  of  the  Forbefes,  and  underftanding 
the  approach  of  the  enemies  fo  near  at  hand, 
aifembled  fuch  of  his  friends  and  followers  as 
he  could  fooneft  find  at  that  time,  and  led 
them  out  of  the  town.  He  fent  a  company  of 
muPKeteers,  under  the  condu£l  of  captain  Tho- 
mas Care,  to  a  convenient  place  where  the 
Forbefes  muft  of  necelfity  pafs,  there  to  lye  in 
ambufli,  and  not  to  ftir  till  the  battle  did  join; 
he  then  fent  certain  of  the  Sutherland  bowmen 

who 
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(who  had  retired  themfelves  out  of  their  coun- 
try during  the  Earl  of  Sutherland's  minority) 
and  defired  them  to  draw  a  great  compafs  a- 
bout,  and  fo,  to  fct  upon  the  back  of  the  For- 
befes  footmen  and  mufketeers  •,  he  himfelf, 
and  his  brother  Mr  Robert  Gordon,  with 
the  refidue  of  his  company,  flayed  the  com- 
ing of  the  Forbefes  at  a  place  called  Craib- 
ftane,  not  far  from  the  ports  of  the  New  Town 
of  Aberdeen.  The  Forbefes,  being  in  fight  of 
Aberdeen,  began  to  confult  among  themfelves 
what  was  beft:  to  be  done ;  iome  were  of  opi- 
nion that  the  fitteft  and  fafeft  courfe  was  to 
go  to  Old  Aberdeen,  and  there  feat  them- 
felves, and  from  thence  to  mpleft  the  New 
Town,  and  compel  Adam  Gordon  to  depart 
from  New  Aberdeen,  by  the  aid  and  affiilance 
of  thefc  experienced  footmen  which  were  fent 
from  the  regent:  but  the  mailer  of  Forbes  and 
his  kinfmen  would  not  hearken. thereto,  defir- 
ing  prefent  battle,  which  was  then  concluded; 
and  fo  the  Forbefes  advanced  with  great  cour- 
age againll  the  Gordons,  who  received  them 
with  the  like  refolution.  At  the  very  firll  ren- 
counter, Auchindowne  his  mufketeers,  who 
lay  in  ambufn,  killed  a  number  of  the  For- 
befes ;  then  both  the  armies  joined  with  great 
violence.  After  a  cruel  conflicl,  with  incre- 
dible obflinacy  on  either  fide,  the  laird  of  Pit- 
fligo  (Forbes)  his  two  brethren,  with  divers  o- 
ther  gentlemen  of  the  furname  of  Forbes, 
were  there  flainj  captain  Chif}iolme  with  the 
footmen  (fent  by  the  regent  to  their  fupport) 
H  2  werp 
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were  put  to  (light  by  the  Sutherland  bow^men, 
who  purfued  them  eagerly  with  great  (laugh- 
ter. Among  the  reft  captain  Chilliolmc  was 
(lain,  with  three  other  captains,  which  the  reft 
of  the  Forbefes  perceiving,  they  fled  apace ; 
many  of  the  principals  were  taken,  with  their 
chief  and  general,  John  mafter  of  Forbes, 
whofe  father  was  then  very  aged,  lying  fick  at 
Draminour,  expecting  the  forrowful  news  of 
this  overthrow.  Adam  Gordon  ufed  this  vic- 
tory very  moderately,  and  fuffcred  no  man  to 
be  killed  after  the  fury  of  the  fight  was  paft. 
When  all  was  ended  he  returned  to  the  church 
of  Aberdeen,  and  there  gave  thanks  unto  God 
for  his  happy  fuccefs.  Alexander  Forbelo  of 
Strath-gar-neck,  (author  of  all  thir  troubles 
betwixt  thefe  two  families,  and  the  chief  ftirrer 
up  of  Arthur  Forbes  againft  the  Gordons)  was 
taken  at  this  battle,  and  as  they  were  going  to 
behead  him,  Auchindowne  caufed  ftay  his  exe- 
cution. He  entertained  the  mafter  of  Forbes, 
and  the  reft  of  the  prifoncrs,  with  great  kind- 
nefs  and  courtefy;  he  carried  the  mafter  of 
Forbes  along  with  him  to  Strathbogie  *,  and  in 
end,  gave  him  and  all  the  reft  leave  to  depart. 
The  next  enfuing  fummer  after  this  conflict 
at  Craibftane,  Adam  Gordon  of  Auchindowne, 
following  his  viftory,  entered  the  Mearns,  and 
befieged  the  houfe  of  Glenbervie,  putting  all 
the  regent's  party  within  that  province  into  a 
great  fear  and  tumult  The  Earl  of  Craufurd, 
the  Lord's  Gray,  Ogilvie,  and  Glanies,  taking 
part  with  the  regent  againft  the  Queen,  af- 

fembled 
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fembled  all  the  forces  of  Angus  and  Mearns  to 
refill  Auchindowne,  and  to  Hop  his  palTage  at 
Breichen,  where  they  encamped ;  but  Adam 
Gordon,  being  advcrtifed  of  their  proceedings, 
left  the  moft  part  of  his  men  at  the  fiege  of 
Glenbervie,  from  whence  he  parted  in  the 
dead  time  of  the  night,  with  the  moft  refolute 
men  of  his  company,  to  invade  thefe  Lords ; 
and  being  come  to  Breichen,  he  killed  the 
watch  with  divers  others,  furprized  the  town, 
fet  upon  the  Lords,  chafed  them,  and  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  town  and  caille  of  Brei- 
chen. The  next  morning,  the  Lords  under- 
ftanding  Auchindowne's  fmall  forces  in  regard 
of  theirs,  they  aflembled  their  men  together, 
and  came  near  unto  Breichen  to  fight  againft 
him,  who  met  them  with  refolute  courage; 
but  as  they  were  to  encounter,  the  Lords,  not 
able  to  endure  the  firil  charge  of  their  ene- 
mies, fled  a-pace  with  all  their  companies. 
There  were  {lain  of  them  above  80  •,  and  di- 
vers of  them  were  taken,  amongft  whom  was 
the  Lord  Glames,  who  was  carried  to  Strath- 
bogie,  and  being  detained  there  a  while,  he 
was  fet  at  liberty  with  the  reft.  This  conflidl 
was  called  the  Bourd  of  Breichen.  Then  re- 
turned Adam  Gordon  back  again  to  the  fiege 
of  Glenbervie,  and  took  it ;  from  thence  he 
v.'-ent  to  Montrofe,  and  took  that  town.  In 
his  return  from  thence,  he  took  the  caftle  of 
Dun,  which  appertained  to  the  regent's  cou- 
fin,  and  fo  marched  foreward  into  Angus. 
The  inhabitants  of  Dundee  hearing  of  his  ap- 
proach, 
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proacn,  and  defpairing  of  their  own  abilities 
to  refill  him,  they  fent  for  help  into  Fife;  but 
Auchirjdowne,  having  done  his  pleafure  in 
Angus  and  Mearns,  returned  home  into  the 
north,  being  contented  for  that  time,  with 
what  he  had  already  done  againft  his  enemies. 
By  this  good  fuccefs  of  the  Gordons,  the 
Queen's  favourers  in  all  the  parts  of  the  king- 
dom were  highly  encouraged  at  that  time. 

The  Bridge  of  Dee. 

THE  year  of  God  1588  there  v/ere  fome  fe- 
cret  emulations  and  factions  at  court;  the  Earl 
of  Huntlie  being  in  favour  with  his  Majefty, 
obtained  the  captainry  of  his  Majefty's  guards, 
which  the  mailer  of  Glames  had  before;  for 
this  caufe  the  mafter  of  Glames  and  his  aflbci- 
ates,  joining  themfelves  to  the  Englifh  ambaf- 
fador  then  lying  at  Edinburgh,  do  furmife  to 
the  King's  Majefty,  that  fome  letters  of  the 
Earl  of  Huntlie's,  fent  by  him  to  the  King  of 
Spain,  were  intercepted  in  England.  Huntlie 
was  Galled  to  make  his  anfwer ;  he  compears, 
and  refufes  thefc  letters  to  have  been  written 
or  fent  by  him,  but  only  devifed  by  his  ene- 
mies, thereby  to  put  him  in  difgrace  with  his 
mafter;  yet  he  is  warded  in  the  caftle  of  Edin- 
burgh, in  the  latter  end  of  February,  and  be- 
ing tried,  he  is  releafed  the  7th  day  of  March 
following  j  whereupon  the  Earls  of  Huntlie, 
Craufurd,  and  Erroll  addrefs  themfelves  unto 
the  north,  and  take  journey  towards  St.  John- 

ftoun, 
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ftoun,  where  they  were  advertifed  that  the 
Earls  of  Athole  and  Morton  and  the  mafter  of 
Glames  had  conveened  forces  to,intrap  them 
within  St.  Johnftoun.  Huntlie,  Erroll,  and 
Craufurd  iflued  forth  of  that  town,  with  fiich 
fmall  companies  as  they  then  had,  and  ren- 
countered with  the  mafter  of  Glames,  whom 
they  chafed  and  apprehended  in  Kirkhiil,  and 
carried  him  prifoner  with  them  into  the  north. 
Chancellor  Maitland  and  the  reft  of  the 
mafter  of  Glames  his  faftion  at  court,  hearing 
of  this  accident,  they  inflame  the  King  with 
anger  againft  Huntlie  and  his  aflbciates,  and 
do  perfuade  his  Majefty  to  take  a  journey  into 
the  north.  Huntlie,  in  this  mean  time,  aflem- 
bles  all  his  friends  and  dependers,  to  the  num- 
ber of  10,000  men,  and  came  fore  ward  to  the 
Bridge  of  Dee,  with  a  refolution  to  fight  a- 
gainft  his  enemies,  the  loth  of  April  the  year 
1589  J  but  being  certainly  informed  that  the 
King  was  coming  in  perfon  againft  him,  he 
diflblved  his  army,  and  fubmitted  himfelf  to 
his  Majefty,  withal  releafing  the  mafter  of 
Glames  from  captivity  ;  whereupon  Huntlie 
was  committed  to  ward  at  Edinburgh,  then 
at  Borthwick,  thereafter  at  Finnivin ;  from 
whence  he  was  fliortly  afterward  releafed  by 
his  Majefty.  The  Earl  of  Erroll  was  alfo  war- 
ded in  Edinburgh  caftle,  where  he  was  detain- 
ed until  he  pays  a  fum  of  money,  which  was 
employed  to  the  ufe  of  Chancellor  Maitland. 
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A  '^tumult  in  Rofsy  the  year  of  God  1597. 

THE  year  of  God  1597  there  happened  an 
accident  in  Rofs,  at  a  fair  in  Laggivreid,  which 
had  almofi:  put  Rofs  and  ail  the  neighbouring 
countries  in  a  combuftion.  The  quarrel  did 
begin  betwixt  John  Macgillicallum  (brother  to 
the  laird  of  Rafey)  and  Alexander  Bane,  bro- 
ther to  Duncan  Bane  of  Tulloch.  The  Mon- 
roes did  affift  Alexander  Bane,  and  the  Clan^ 
Cheinzie  took  part  with  John  Macgillicallum, 
who  was  there  flain,  with  John  Mac-Mar- 
thow-Mac-William,  and  three  others  of  the 
Clan-Chenzie.  Alexander  Bane  efcaped  but 
there  were  killed  on  his  fide  John  Monro  of 
Kulcraigie,  with  his  brother  Hutcheon  Mon- 
ro, and  John  Monro  Robert's  fon.  Hereupon 
the  Clan-Cheinzie  and  the  Monroes  began  to 
employ  the  aid  and  afTiftance  of  their  friends 
from  all  parts  to  invade  one  another;  but  they 
were  in  fome  meafure  reconciled  by  the  medi- 
ation of  indifferent  friends  and  neighbours- 

l^he   Death   of  Sir   Lauchlan   Maclean^ 
the,  year  159S. 

SIR  LAUCHLAN  MACLEAN  his  am^ 
bition,  together  with  his  defire  of  revenge, 
thruft  him  on  to  claim  the  inheritance  of  the 
whole  illc  of  Ila,  being  always  the  poffeiTion 
and  ancient  inheritance  of  the  Clan-Donald, 
all  which  Maclean  thought  eafily  now  to  com- 

pafs, 
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pafs.  Sir  James  Macdonald  (the  jufl  inheritor 
•  thereof)  being  young,  and  his  father  Angus 
Macdonald  aged.  Sir  Lauchlan  aiTembleth  his 
whole  forces,  and,  in  warlike  manner,  invades 
Ila,  to  take  poffeflion  thereof  by  virtue  of  a 
new  right  which  he  had  then  lately  obtained  : 
which  Sir  James  Macdonald  (Maclean  his  fif- 
ter's  fon)  underftanding,  he  conveened  his 
friends,  and  went  likewife  into  the  fame  ifland 
(being  his  own  and  his  forebearers  pofleffion)  to 
interrupt,  if  it  were  poffible,  the  proceedings 
of  his  unkind  uncle  Maclean.  Being  both  ar- 
rived in  the  iiland,  fuch  as  did  love  them,  and 
defired  peace,  did  mediate  a  long  time  betwixt 
them,  and  took  great  pains  in  effaying  to  agree 
them.  Sir  James  (being  the  more  reafonabie 
of  the  two)  was  content  to  let  his  uncle  have 
the  half  o^  ^^^  ifland  during  his  lifetime,  al- 
though he  had  no  juft  title  thereto,  providing 
l)e  would  take  it  in  the  fame  fafhion  as  his  pre- 
deceffors,  the  Clan-Lean,  had  it  ever  before 
his  time,  to  wit,  holden  of  the  Clan-Donald  5 
and  moreover,  he  ottered  to  fubmit  the  con- 
troverfy  to  the  King's  Majelly's  arbitriment, 
thereby  to  efchew  all  debate  with  his  uncle. 
But  Maclean,  running  headlong  to.  his  own 
mifchief,  much  againft  the  opinion  of  his 
friends,  who  advifed  him  to  the  contrary,  did 
refufe  all  otiers  of  peace,  unlefs  his  nephew 
would  then  prefently  refign  unto  him  the  title 
and  poiTeffion  of  the  whole  ifland.  Where- 
upon they  do  both  refolve  and  prepare  to  fight. 
Sir  James  being  far  inferior  in  number  of  men, 
T  but 
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but  fome  of  thefe  be  bad  with  bim  were  lately 
before  trained  in  the  wars  of  Ireland.  Thus 
there  enfued  a  cruel  and  Iharp  battle,  at  the 
bead  of  Loch-Groinart  in  Ila,  couragioufly 
foughtcn  a  long  time  on  either  fide.  Sir 
James,  in  the  beginning,  caufed  bis  vanguard 
make  a  compafs  in  falhion  of  a  retreat,  there- 
by to  get  the  fun  at  his  back,  and  the  advan- 
tage of  a  bill  which  was  bard  by.  In  end.  Sir 
James  having  repulfed  the  enemies  vanguard, 
and  forcing  their  main  battle,  Maclean  was 
flain  courageoufly  fighting,  together  with  80 
of  the  moft  principal  men  of  his  kin,  and  200 
common  foldiers  lying  dead  about  him.  His 
fon  Lauchlan  Barrach  Maclean  (being  fore 
wounded)  was  chafed  with  the  reft  of  his  men 
even  to  their  boats  and  vefTels.  Sir  James 
Macdonald  was  dangeroufly  wounded,  where- 
of he  hardly  ever  recovered  afterward,  for  he 
was  fliot  with  an  arrow  through  the  body,  and 
was  left  the  moft  part  of  the  enfuing  night 
for  dead  amongft  the  flain  bodies.  There 
were  flain  of  the  Clan-Donald  about  30  in  all, 
and  above  60  wounded,  which  happened  the 
year  of  God  1598  And  thus  the  war  begun 
by  Maclean,  without  reafon,  the  year  of  God 
1535,  ended  now,  this  year,  by  his  death, 
Maclean  had  three  refponfes  from  a  witch  be- 
fore he  undertook  this  journey  into  Ila;  firft, 
defiring  him  not  to  land  there  upon  Thurfday ; 
the  next  was,  forbidding  him  to  drink  of  the 
water  of  a  well  befide  Groinart ;  and  thirdly, 
ibe  told  him  that  one  called  Maclean  ftiould 

be 
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be  flain  at  Groinart.  The  firft  he  tranfgreffed 
unwillingly,  being  driven  into  that  ifland  by  a 
tempeft  on  a  Thurfday.  The  fecond  he  tranf- 
greffed negligently,  and  drank  of  that  water 
before  he  knew  the  name  of  the  place,  and  fo 
he  died  at  Groinart  as  was  foretold  him,  but 
doubtfully,  and  as  commonly  all  fuch  refpon- 
fes  be,  Thcfe  broils  and  uproars  did  fo  move 
the  King  againft  the  Macdonalds,  that  his  Ma- 
jefty  afterward  finding  the  inheritance  both  of 
Kintyre  and  Ila  to  be  at  his  own  difpofition, 
he  gave  all  thefe  lands  to  the  Earl  of  Argyle 
"and  the  Campbels;  whereupon  proceeded  the 
troubles  that  arofe  fmce,  betwixt  the  Camp- 
bells and  the  Clan-Donald  in  Kintyre  and  Ila, 
after  his  Majefty's  coming  to  the  crown  of 
England,  which  I  omit  to  relate  ;  only  thus 
far,  that  Sir  James  Macdonald  was,  by  Argyle 
his  means,  warded  in  the  caftle  of  Edinburgh, 
and  was  kecped  there  a  long  time ;  from 
whence  he  efcaped  by  the  means  and  diligence 
of  his  coufin  Macrenald,  w^ho  fled  with  Sir 
James  into  Spain  and  Flanders,  where  they 
were  entertained  by  the  Spaniard  -,  from 
whence  they  are  now  of  late  (upon  the  Earl  of 
Argyle  his  flight  thither  to  the  King  of  Spain) 
both  recalled  home  by  his  Majefty,  the  year  of 
God  1620,  and  are  now  in  England,  at  this 
time,  with  the  King,  who  hath  given  Sir 
James  a  yearly  penfion  of  1000  merks  Ster- 
ling, and  a  yearly  penfion  of  200  merks  Ster- 
ling to  Macrenald,  together  with  a  pardon  for 
all  bygane  offences. 

I  2  Troubles 


68  CONFLICTS. 

Troubles  in  the  Weft  Ifes  betwixt  the  Clan-Do- 
7iald  and  the  SeiU'I'ormotf  the  year  i6oi. 

DONALD  GORME  MACDONALD  of  the 

Slait,  had  married  iSir  Rory  Maclcod  of  the 
Herris  his  fifter,  and  for  fome  difpleafure  or 
jealoufy  conceived  againft  her,  he  did  repu- 
diate her ;  whereupon  Sir  Rory  Macleod  fent 
mefiage  to  Donald  Gorme,  defiring  him  to  take 
home  his  fifter.  Donald  Gorme  not  only  re- 
fufed  to  obey  his  rcqueft,  but  alfo  intended 
divorcement  againft  her;  which  when  he  had 
obtained,  he  married  Kenneth  Mackenzie  lord 
of  Kintail  his  fifter.  Sir  Rory  Macleod  took 
this  difgrace  (as  he  thought  it)  fo  highly,  that 
aflembling  his  countrymen  and  followers,  with- 
out delay,  he  invaded,  with  fire  and  fword,  a 
part  of  Donald  Gorme  his  lands  in  the  ifle  of 
Skie,  which  lands  Sir  Rory  did  claim  to  apper- 
tain to  himfelf.  Donald  Gorme,  impatient  of 
■  this  injury,  conveened  his  forces,  and  went 
into  the  Herris,  which  he  wafted  and  fpoiled, 
carried  away  their  ftore  and  beftial,  and  killed 
fome  of  the  inhabitants.  This  again  did  fo  ftir 
up  Sir  Rory  Macleod  and  his  kin  theSeil-Tor- 
mot,  that  they  took  a  journey  into  the  ifle  of 
Ouyft  (which  appertaineth  to  Donald  Gorme) 
and  landing  there,  Sir  Rory  fent  his  coufin 
Donald  GlafTe  Macleod,  with  fome  40  men, 
to  fpoil  the  ifland,  and  to  take  a  prey  of  goods 
out  of  the  precin6t  of  Kille-trynaid,  where 
the  people  had  put  all  their  goods  to  be  pre- 
fer ved 
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ferved  as  in  a  fanduary,  being  a  church. 
John  Macean-Macjames  (a  Kiniman  of  Do- 
nald Gorme's)  being  defired  by  him  to  ftay 
in  the  ifland,  accompanied  with  20  others, 
rencountered  with  Donald  Glafle  Macleod. 
This  fmall  company  of  the  Clan-Donald 
behaved  themfelves  (o  valiantly,  that,  after  a 
fliarp  llcirmifh,  they  killed  Donald  Glafle  Mac- 
leod with  the  moft  part  of  his  company,  and 
fo  refcued  the  goods.  Sir  Rory,  feeing  the  fuc- 
ccfs  of  his  kinfmen,  retired  home  for  that 
time. 

Thus  both  the  parties  were  bent  headlong 
againft  others  with  a  fpirit  full  of  revenge  and 
fury,  and  fo  continued  mutually  infcfting  one 
another  v/ith  fpoils  and  cruel  flaughters,  to 
the  utter  ruin  and  defolation  of  both  their 
countries,  until  the  inhabitants  were  forced 
to  eat  horfe,  dogs,  cats,  and  other  filthy  beafts. 
In  end,  Donald  Gorme  aflembled  his  whole 
forces  the  year  of  God  1601,  to  try  the  event 
of  battle,  and  came  to  invade  Sir  Rory  his 
lands,  thinking  thereby  to  draw  his  enemies 
to  fight.  Sir  Rory  Macleod  was  then  in  Ar- 
gyle,  craving  aid  and  advice  from  the  earl  of 
Argyle  againft  the  clan  Donald.  Alexander 
Macleod  (Sir.  Rory  his  brother)  refolves  to 
fight  with  Donald  Gorme,  though  his  brother 
was  abfent:  fo  aflembling  all  the  inhabitants 
of  his  brother's  lands,  with  the  whole  race 
of  the  Seil-Tormot,  and  fome  of  the  Seil-t 
Torquille,  out  of  the  Lewes,  he  encamped 
befide  a   hill  called  Bin-guiliin   in    the   ille 

of 
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of  Sky,  with  a  refolution  to  fight  againft 
Donald  Gorme,  and  the  Clan-Donald  the 
next  morning,  which  were  no  fooner  come 
but  there  enfued  a  cruel  and  terrible  fkirmifh, 
which  lafted  the  moft  part  of  the  day,  both 
contending  for  the  victory  with  great  obllina-  . 
cy.  The  Clan-Donald,  in  end,  overthrew 
their  enemies,  hurt  Alexander  Macleod  and 
took  him  prifoner,  with  Neil  Macalefter  Roy, 
and  30  others  of  the  chiefeft  men  among  the 
Seil-Tormot,  killed  two  near  kinfmen  of  Sir 
Rory  Macleod's,  John  Maftormet  and  Tor- 
mot  Ma6l:ormet,  with  many  others.  After 
this  ficirmifli,  there  followed  a  reconciliation 
betwixt  them,  by  the  mediation  of  old  Angus 
Macdonald  of  Kintyre,  the  laird  of  Colle,  and 
others.  Then  Donald  Gorme  delivered  unto 
Sir  Rory  Macleod  all  the  prifoners  taken  at 
Bin-guillin,  together  with  his  brother  Alex- 
ander Macleod.  Since  which  time  they  have 
continued  in  peace  and  quietnefs. 

^'he  troubles  betwixt  the  Lord  Kintaile   and 
the  Laird  of  Glengarrie, 

THE  year  of  God  1602,  the  lord  Kintaile 
and  his  kin,  the  Clan-Chcinzie,  fell  at  vari- 
ance with  the  laird  of  Glengarrie  (one  of  the 
Clan-Donald)  who  being  unexpert  and  unflcil- 
ful  in  the  laws  of  the  realm,  the  Clan-Chein- 
2ie  intrapped  and  infnared  him  within  the 
compafs  thereof,  and  charged  him,  with  a 
number  of  his  men  and  followers,  to  compear 

before 
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before  the  juftice  at  Edinburgh,  they  having, 
in  the  mean  time,  flain  two  of  his  kinfmen. 
Glengarrie,  not  knowing  or  neglecting  the 
charges,  came  not  to  Edinburgh  at  the  pre- 
fixed day,  but  went  about,  at  his  own  hand, 
to  revenge  the  (laughter  of  his  kinfmen. 
Thereupon  the  lord  of  Kintaile,  by  his  credit 
in  council,  doth  purchafe  a  commiflion  againft 
Glengarrie  and  his  countrymen  ;  which  being 
obtained,  Kintaile  (with  the  afliftance  of  the 
next  adjoining  neighbours,  by  virtue  of  his 
commiflion)  went  into  Moroll  (which  apper- 
tained to  Glengarrie)  and  wafted  all  that  coun- 
try; then,  in  his  return  from  Moroll,  he  be- 
fieged  the  caftle  of  Strome,  which,  in  end, 
he  took,  by  treafon  of  the  captain  unto  whom 
Glengarrie  had  committed  the  cuftody  thereof. 
Afterward  the  Clan-Cheinzie  did  mvade  Glen- 
garrie his  eldeft  fon,  whom  they  killed  with 
40  of  his  followers,  not  without  fome  flaugh- 
ter  of  the  Clan-Cheinzie  likewife.  In  end, 
after  great  flaughter  on  either  fide,  they  came 
to  an  agreement,  wherein  Glengarrie  (for  to 
obtain  his  peace)  was  glad  to  acquit  and  re- 
nounce to  the  lord  of  Kintaile,  the  perpetual  in- 
heritance of  the  Strome,  with  the  lands  adjacent. 

Some  troubles  in  the  IJle  of  Rafey,  the  year  of 
(^i(5ii. 

IN  the  month  of  Auguft  161 1  there  happened 
an  accident  in  the  ifle  of  Rafey,  which  is  a- 
mong  the  Welt  Ifles,  where  Gillcolrac  laird 

of 
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of  Rafey  and  Murthow  Mackenzie  (fon  to  the 
laird  of  Garlogh)  with  fome  others,  were  ilain, 
upon  this  occafion.  The  lands  of  Garlogh  did 
fometimc  pertain  to  the  lairds  of  Rafey,  his 
predeceflbrs,  and  when  the  furname  of  Clan- 
Chenzie  began  firfl  to  rife  and  flourifh,  one 
of  them  did  obtain  the  third  part  of  Garloph 
in  wadfet;  and  thus  once  getting  footing 
therein,  (hortly  thereafter  doth  purchafe  a  pre- 
tended right  of  the  whole,  which  the  lawful 
inheritors  did  negled;  whereby,  in  procefsof 
time,  the  Clan  Chenzie  do  challenge  the 
whole,  whereof  this  laird  of  Garlogh  his 
father  obtains  the  pofleflion,  excluding  the 
laird  of  Rafey  and  his  kin,  the  Clan-Vic-Gill- 
colme'j  whom  Garloch  and  the  Clan-Chenzie 
did  puifue  with  fire  and  fword,  and  chafed 
them  out  of  Garlogh.  In  like  manner,  the 
Clan-Vic-Gillcolme  invaded  the  laird  of  Gar- 
logh and  his  country  with  fpoils  and  flaughters. 
In  end,  the  laird  of  Garlogh  apprehended  John 
Macalien,  and  chafed  John  Holmogh,  two 
principal  men  of  the  race  of  Clan-Vic  Gill- 
colme,  and  near  coufins  to  the  laird  of  Rafey; 
at  which  fkirmifh  there  was  flaughter  on  either 
fide,  the  year  of  God  1610.  The  laird  of  Gar- 
logh not  fully  fatisfied  herewith,  he  fent  his  fon 
Murthow,  accompanied  with  Alexander  Bane 
(fon  and  heir  to  Alexander  Bane  of  Tulloch) 
and  fome  others  to  fearch  and  purfue  John 
Holmogh;  and  to  this  efFeft  he  did  hire  a 
fhip,  which  then  by  chance  happened  to  ly 
upon  that  coaft,  to  tranfport  his  fon  Murthow, 

with 
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with  his  company,  into  the  ifle  of  Skie,  where 
he   underitood  John  Holmogh  to  be  at  that 

'  time.  But  how  foon  Murthow  with  his  com- 
pany were  embarked,  they  turned  their  courfe 
another  way,  and  (whether  of  fet  purpofc,  or 
conftrained  thereto  by  contrary  winds,  I  know 
not)  arrived  at  the  iHe  of  Rafey,  running  head- 

•long  to  their  own  deftruclion.  The  laird  of 
of  Rafey,  perceiving  th^  iliip  in  the  harbour, 
went  abroad  to  buy  fonie  wines  and  other  com- 
modities, accompanied  with  i  z  men.  How 
foon  Murthow  did  fee  them  going,  he  with 
all  his  company  (left  they  ihould  be  known 
or  fcen)  went  to  the  lower  rooms  of  the  ih'ip, 
until  the  other  party  'had  gone  away-  T^he 
laird  of  Rafey  entered  the  Ihip,  and  having 
fpoken  the  marinells,  he  departed  with  a  re- 
folution  to  return  quickly.  Murthow  under- 
flanding  that  they  were  gone,  came  out  of 
the  lower  rooms  j  and  perceiving  them  come 
again,  he  refolved  not  to  conceal  himfelf 
any  longer.  The  laird  of  Rafey  dcfired  his 
brother  Murthow  Macgillcolme  to  follow  him 
unto  the  ihig,  with  more  company,  in  another 
galley,  that  they  might  carry  to  the  lliore  fome 
wine  and  other  provifion,  which  he  had  re- 
folved to  buy  from  the  marinells  j  fo  the  laird 
of  Rafey  returning  to  the  (hip,  and  finding 
Garlogh  his  fon  there,  beyond  his  expeftation, 
he  advifeth  with  Wk  men,  and  thereupon  re- 
folveth  to  take  him  prifoner,  in  pledge  of  his 
coufin  John  Macallcn,  whom  Garlogh  detain- 
ed in  captivity.  They  began  firll  to  quarrel, 
K  then 
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then  to  fight  in  the  (Iiip,  which  continued  all 
the  day  long :  in  end  the  laird  of  Rafey  wa$ 
flain,  and  divers  of  his  mcnj  fo  was  Murthow 
the  fon  of  Garlogh  and  Alexander  Banc  killed 
with  their  haiU  company,  three  only  excepted, 
who  fought  fo  manfully,  that  they  killed  all 
thofe  that  came  into  the  (hip  with  the  laird 
of  Rafey,  and  hurt  a  number  of  thofe  that 
were  with  Murthow  Macgillcolme  in  two  gal- 
leys hotly  purfuing  them  ;  at  laft,  feeling  them- 
felves  deadly  hurt,  and  not  able  to  endure  any 
longer,  they  failed  away  with  a  profperous 
wind,  and  died  fiiortly  thereafter. 

The  Troubles  of  the  Lewes ^ 

RORY  MACLEOD^of  the  Lewes  had  three 
wives;  he  married  firft  BarbaraSte\yart,  daugh- 
ter to  the  Lord  MefFen,  by  whom  he  had 
Torquill  Yre,  who  died  before  his  father, 
without  iflue;  after  Barbara  Stewart's  death, 
Rory  married  Mackenzie's  daughter,  who  bora 
Torquill  Connaldagh,  whom  Rory  would  not 
acknowledge  as  his  fon,  but  held  him  always 
abaftard;  and  repudiating  his  mother,  he  mar- 
ried Maclean  his  filler,  by  whom  he  had  Tor- 
quill Dow  and  Tormot.  Befides  thefe,  Rory 
had  three  bafe  fons,  Ncill  Macleod,  Rory-Oig, 
and  Murthow  Macleod.  After  the  death  of 
old  Rory  Macleod,  his  fon  Torquill  Dow  Mac- 
leod (excluding  his  brother  Torquill  Connal- 
dagh asabaftard)  doth  take  poffelTion  of  the 
Lewes,  and  is  acknowledged  by  the  inhabi- 
tants 
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tants  as  the  lawful  inheritor  of  that  ifland. 
Torquill  Connaldagh  (by  fome  called  Torquill 
of  the  Cogigh)  perceiving  himfelf  thus  put  by 
the  inheritance  of  the  Lewes  he  had  recourfe 
to  his  mother's  kindred  the  Clan-Cheinzie,  and 
defires  their  fupporr  to  recover  the  fame.  The 
lord  Kintailc,  Torquill  Connaldagh,  his  bro- 
ther Murthow  Macleod,  and  the  Brienre  of 
the  Lewes  met  altogether  in  Rofs,  to  advife  by 
what  means  Torquill  Connaldagh  might  ob- 
tain the  poffrflion  of  the  Lewes,  which  they 
were  out  of  all  hope  to  effeci:uate  fo  long  as 
Torquill  Dow  was  alive;  whereupon  theBrieMggjf 
of  the  Lewes  undertook  to  flay  his  mafter  ^Imr^ 
quill  Dow,  which  he  brings  thus  to  pafs;  the 
Brienre,  being  accompanied  with  the  molt  part 
of  his  tribe  (the  Clan-vic-gili-voir)  went  in 
his  galley  to  the  ifle  of  Roney ;  and  by  the  way 
he  apprehended  a  Dutch  (hip,  which  he 
brought  by  force  along  with  him  to  thejLewesj 
he  invites  his  malter  Torquill  Dow  unto  a  ban- 
quet in  the  ftiip  ;  Torquill  Dow  (fufpe^ling  no 
deceit)  went  thither  accompanied  with  feven 
of  the  beft  of  his  friends,  and  fat  do\Vn  in  the 
{hip,  expecting  fome  drink:  inftead  of  wine 
they  bring  cords ;  thus  v/ere  they  all  appre- 
hended and  bound  by  the  Brienre  and  his  kin- 
dred,  who  brought  them  to  the  lord  of  Kin- 
taile  his  bounds,  and  there  beheaded  them 
every  man,  in  July  1597.  Neither  did  this 
advance  Torquill  Connaldagh  to  the  pofTeflion 
,  of  the  Lewes*,  for  his  brother  Neiil  Macleod 
oppofed  himfelf,  and  purfued  the  Breinrc  and 
K  2  hi.9 
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his  kin,  in  a  part  of  the  ifland  called  Neifs, 
which  they  had  fortified;  where  he  killed  di- 
vers of  them,  and  made  them  leave  the  ftrength. 
Thus  did  Neill  Macleod  pofl'efs  the  iiland,  to 
the  behoof  of  his  brother  Tormot,  and  the 
children  of  Torquill  Dow,  whom  he  did  ac- 
knowledge to  be  righteous  heirs  of  the  ifland. 
Torquill  Conaldagh  had  now  loft  both  his  fons, 
John  and  Neill,  and  had  married  his  daughter 
to  Rory  Mackenzie  (the  lord  Kintaile  his  bro- 
ther) giving  her  in  marriage  the  lands  of  Coig- 
igh.  Hereupon  Kintaile  began  to  think  and 
advife  by  what  means  he  might  purchafe  to 
himfelf  the  inheritance  of  that  ifland,  having 
now  Torquill  Connaldagh  and  his  brother 
Murlhow  Macleod  altoj;ethtr  at  his  devotion, 
and  having  Tormot  Macleod  in  his  cuftody, 
whom  he  took  from  the  fchools;  fo  that  he  had 
none  to  oppofe  unto  his  defigns  but  Neill  Mac- 
leod, whom  he  might  eafily  overthrow :  Kin- 
taile deals  earneftly  with  Torquill  Connaldagh, 
and,  in  the  end  perfuades  him  to  refign  the 
right  of  the  ifland  into  his  favours,  and  to  de- 
liver him  ail  the  old.  rights  and  evidents  of  the 
Lewes. 

In  this  mean  timr-,  the  barons  and  gentle- 
men of  Fife  hearing  thefe  troubles^  were  in- 
ticed,  by  the  perfuafion  of  fome  that  had  been 
there,  and  by  the  report  of  the  fertility  of  the 
ifland,  to  undertake  a  diflicile  and  hard  inter- 
prize.  They  conclude  to  lend  a  colony  thither, 
and  to  civilize  (if  it  were  poffible)  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  ifland:  To  this  effect,  they  ob- 
tain, 
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tain,  from  the  King,  a  gift  of  the  Lewes,  the 
year  of  God  1599,  or  thereabouts,  which  was 
alledged  to  be  then  at  his  Majefty's  difpofition. 
Thereupon  the  adventurers,  being  joined  to- 
gether in  Fife,  they  aiTemble  a  company  of 
-foldiers,  with  artificers  of  ail  forts,  and  did 
tranfport  them  into  the  Lewes,  where  they  e- 
re6ted  houfes  and  buildings,  till,  in  end,  they 
made  a  pretty  little  town,  in  a  proper  and  con- 
venient place  fit  for  the  purpofe,  and  there 
they  encamped  themfelves.  Neiii  Macleod  and 
Murthow  (the  Ions  of  old  Rory)  withftood  ths 
undertakers ;  Murthow  Macleod  invaded  the 
laird  of  Balcolmy,  whom  he  apprehended  to- 
gether with  his  fhip,  and  killed  all  his  men  : 
fo,  having  detained  him  fix  months  in  capti- 
vity in  the  Lewes,  he  releafcd  him  upon  his 
promife  to  pay  him  a  ranfono. 

Now  Neill  Macleod  was  grieved  in  heart  to 
fee  his  brother  Murthow  intertain  the  Brienre 
and  his  tribe,  being  the  chief  inflruments  of 
their  brother  Torquill  Dow  his  flaughter;  and 
thereupon  Neill  apprehended  his  brother 
Murthow;  which,  when  the  undertakers  had 
heard,  they  ftnt  melTage  unto  Neill,  fhewing, 
that  if  he  would  delivei'  unto  them,  his  brother 
Murthow,  they  would  agree  with  himfelf,  give 
him  a  portion  of  the  ifland,  and  alTift  him  to 
revenge  the  flaughter  of  his  brother  Torquill 
Dow.  Whereunto  Neill  hearkened,  and  deli- 
vered his  brother  Murthow  to  the  undertak- 
ers ^  then  went  Neill  with  them  to  Edinburgh, 
and  had  his  pardon  from  the  King  for  all  his 

bypaft 
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bypaft  oifences.    Murthow  Macleod  was  exe- 
cuted at  St.  Andrews. 

Thus  was  the  Earl  of  Kintaile  in  defpalr  to 
purchafe  or  obtain  the  Lewes ;  and  therefore 
he  bends  all  his  wits  to  crofs  the  undertakers : 
he  fetteth  Tormot  Macleod  at  liberty,  think- 
ing that  at  his  arrival  in  the  iiland,  all  the  in- 
habitants would  ftir  in  his  favours  againft  the 
undertakers;  which  they  did  indeed,  as  the 
natural  inclination  is  of  all  thefe  iflanders  and 
Highlanders,  who,  of  all  other  people,  are 
mod  bent  and  willing  to  hazard  and  adventure 
themfelves,  their  lives,  and  all  they  have,  for 
their  lords  and  mailers.  The  King  was  in- 
formed, by  the  undertakers,  that  the  Lord  of 
Kintaile  was  a  crofler  and  hinderer  of  their  in- 
terprize ;  whereupon  he  was  brought  into 
queftion,  and  committed  to  ward  in  the  caftlc 
of  Edinburgh,  from  whence  he  was  releafed, 
without  the  trial  of  an  aflize,  by  the  Lord 
Chancellor  his  means.  Neill  Macleod  return- 
ing into  the  Lewes  with  the  undertakers,  he 
fell  at  variance  with  them  ;  whereupon  he 
went  about  to  invade  their  camp,  and  they 
began,  in  like  manner,  to  lay  a  fnare  for  him. 
The  laird  of  Wormiftoun,  chufing  a  very  dark 
night,  fent  forth  a  company  to  apprehend 
Neill  5  who  perceiving  them  coming,  invaded 
them,  and  chafed  them  with  (laughter  to  their 
camp.  By  this  time  came  Tormot  Macleod 
into  the  ifland,  at  whofe  arrival  the  inhabi- 
tants fpeedily  aflembled,  and  came  to  Kim  as 
to  their  lord  and  mafter.    Thereupon  Tormot, 

accom- 
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accompanied  with  his  brother  Neill,  invaded 
the  camp  of  the  undertakers,  forced  it,  burnt 
the  fort,  killed  moft  part  of  their  men,  took 
their  commanders  prifoners  •,  and  releafed 
them,  after  eight  months  captivity  Thus,  for 
a  while,  Tormot  Macleod  commanded  in  that 
ifland,  until  the  the  undertakers  returned  a- 
gain  to  the  Lewes,  being  aflifted  by  the  forces 
of  all  the  neighbouring  countries,  by  virtue  of 
the  King's  commiiTion,  directed  againft  Tor- 
mot  Macleod  and  his  kin  the  Seii-Torquiil. 
How  (oon  their  forces  were  landed  in  that 
ifland,  Tormot  Macleod  rendered  himfclf  to 
the  undertakers,  upon  their  promife  to  carry 
him.  fafe  to  London,  and  to  obtain  him  a  re- 
miflion  for  his  bypall  crimes  ;  but  Neill  Mac- 
leod ftood  out,  and  would  net  fubmit  himfelf. 
Tormot  being  come  to  London,  the  King 
gives  him  a  pardon  j  but  withal  he  fent  him 
home  into  Scotland,  to  be  keeped  in  ward  at 
Edinburgh  ;  where  he  remained  until  the 
month  of  March  1615,  that  the  ICing  gave 
him  liberty  to  pafs  into  Holland,  where  he  en- 
ded his  days.  Tormot  thus  warded  in  Edin- 
burgh, the  adventurers  did  fettle  themfelves 
agciin,  for  a  little  while,  in  the  Lewes  j  where, 
at  laft,  the  ujidertakers  began  to  weary:  ma- 
ny of  the  adventurers  and  partners  drew  back 
from  the  interprize  j  fome,  for  lake  of  means, 
were  not  able  ,  others  died  ;  others  had  great- 
er occafions  and  bufinefs  elfewhere  to  abflraci 
them ;  many  of  them  began  to  decline  and  de- 
cay in  their  eftates;  and  fo,  being  continually 

vexed 
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vexed  by  Neill  Macleod,  they  left  the  ifland, 
and  returned  into  Fife. 

The  Lord  of  Kintaile,  perceiving  all  things 
thus  fall  out  to  his  mind,  did  not  fhew  him- 
felf  openly  in  the  matter  j  he  pad  a  gift  of  the 
ifland,  in  his  own  name,  under  his  Majefty's 
great  feal,  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  his  means, 
by  virtue  of  the  old  right  which  Torquill  Con- 
naldagh  had  before  refigned  in  his  favours  : 
fome  of  the  adventurers  com].Mained  hereof  to 
the  King's  Majefty,  who  was  highly  difpleaf- 
dd  with  Kintaile,  and  made  him  to  refign  his 
right  into  his  Majefty's  hands  ;  which  right 
being  now  at  his  Majefty's  difpofition,  he  gave 
the  fame  to  three  of  the  undertakers,  to  wit, 
the  Lord  Balmerinoch,  Sir  James  Spence  of 
Wormiftoun,  and  Sir  George  Hay:  who,  now, 
having  all  the  right  in  their  perfons,  aflembled> 
their  forces  together,  with  the  aid  of  moft 
part  of  all  the  neighbouring  countries ;  and 
fo,  under  the  conduct  of  Sir  George  Hay  and 
Sir  James  Spence,  they  invaded  the  Lewes  a- 
gain,  not  only  to  fettle  a  colony  there,  but  al- 
io to  fearch  for  Neill  Macleod. 

The  Lord  Kintaile  (yet  hunting  after  the 
Lewes)  did  underhand  aihft  Neill,  and  pub- 
licly did  aid  the  undertakers  by  virtue  of  the 
King's  commiftion;  Kintaile  fent  a  fupply  of 
victuals,  in  a  (hip  from  Rofs,  to  the  adventu- 
rers; in  the  mean  time  he  fendeth  quietly  to 
Neill  Macleod,  defiring  him  to  take  the  ftiip 
by  the  wajr,  that  the  undertakers,  trufting  to 
thofe  victuals,  and  being  difappointed  there- 
of, 
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of,  might  be  forced  to  retire,  and  abandon 
the  ifland;  which  fell  out  accordingly:  for  Sir 
James  Spence  and  Sir  George  Hay,  failing  to 
apprehend  Neill,  and  being  fcarce  of  vi6luals 
to  furniOi  their  army,  they  began  to  weary, 
and  fo  difmifled  all  the  neighbouring  forces. 
Sir  George  Hay  and  Wormiltoun  did  then  re- 
tire into  Fife,  leaving  fome  men  in  the  ifland 
to  defend  and  keep  the  fort  until  they  did  fend 
them  a  frefh  fupply  of  men  and  vi6luals  : 
whereupon  Neill,  being  aflifted  by  his  nephew 
Malcolm  Macleod  (the  fon  of  Rory-Oig)  in- 
vaded the  undertakers  camp,  burnt  the  fame, 
apprehended  all  thofe  which  were  left  behind 
in  the  ifland,  and  fent  them  home  fafely :  fince 
which  time  they  never  returned  again  into  the 
Lewes,  Then  did  the  Lord  Balmerinoch,  Sir 
George  Hay,  and  Sir  James  Spence  begin  to 
weary  of  the  Lewes,  and  fold  their  title  of 
that  ifland  to  the  Lord  of  Kintaile  for  a  fum  of 
money:  whereby,  in  end,  after  great  trouble 
and  much  blood,  he  obtained  that  ifland  And 
thus  did  this  interprizc  of  the  Fife  undertak- 
ers come  to  no  effect,  after  they  had  fpent 
much  time,  and  moft  part  of  their  means  a- 
bout  it. 

Kintaile  was  glad  that  he  had  now  at  laft 
catched  his  long  expected  prey;  and  there- 
upon he  went  into  the  ifland,^  where  he  was 
no  fooner  Lnded,  but  all  the  inhabitants  yield- 
ed unto  him,  except  Neill  Macleod  and  fome 
few  others.  The  inhabitants  yielded  the  more 
willinglv  to  Kintaile,  becaufe  he  was  their 
\t  neighbour, 
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neighbour,  and  might  ftlll  vex  them  with  con- 
tinual incurfions  if  they  did  ftand  out  againft 
him;  which  the  undertakers  were  not  able  to 
do.  Neill  Macleod  was  now  forced  to  retire 
unto  a  rock,  within  the  fea,  called  Berriflay, 
which  he  kept  for  the  fpace  of  three  years  : 
during  the  time  of  his  ftay  in  the  fort  of  Ber- 
riflay, there  arrived  an  Englifh  pirate  in  the 
Lewes,  who  had  a  ihip  furnilhed  with  great 
wealth  ;  this  pirate  (called  Peter  Low)  entered 
in  friendftiip  and  familiarity  with  Neill,  being 
both  rebels:  at  laft,  Neill  took  him  prilbner 
with  all  his  men,  whom  he  fent,  together  with 
the  fhip,  to  the  council  of  Scotland,  thinking 
thereby  to  get  his  own  pardon,  and  his  bro- 
ther Tormot  releafed  out  of  prifon ;  but  nei- 
ther of  them  did  he  obtain  :  and  all  the  Eng- 
liftimen,  with  their  captain  (Peter  Low)  were 
hanged  at  Leith»  the  year  of  God  1612.  Neill 
Macleod  being  wearied  to  remain  in  the  fort 
of  Berriflay,  did  abandon  the  fame,  and  dif- 
perfing  all  his  company  feveral  ways,  he  retires 
into  Hearis,  where  he  remained  a  certain  while 
infecret:  then  he  rendered  himfelf  unto  his 
coufin  Sir  Rory  Macleod,  whom  he  intreat- 
ed  to  carry  him  into  England  to  his  Majefty ; 
which  Sir  Rory  undertook  to  do  ;  and  coming 
to  Glafgow,  with  a  refolution  to  embark  there 
for  England,  he  was  charged  there,  under  the 
pain  of  treafon,  to  deliver  Neill;  whom  he 
prefented  before  the  council  at  Edinburgh, 
where  he  was  executed  in  April  161 3.  After 
the  death  of  Neill,  his  nephew  Malcolm  Mac- 
leod 
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ieod  (the  fon  of  Rory-Oig)  efcaping  from  the 
tutor  of  Kintaile,  did  aflbciate  himfelf  to  the 
Clan-Donald,  in  Ila  and  Kintyre,  during  their 
troubles  againft  the  Campbells,  the  years  of 
God  1614,  1615,  and  1616;  at  which  time 
Malcolm  made  a  journey  from  Kintyre  into 
the  Lewes,  and  there  killed  two  gentlemen  of 
the  Clan- Chenzie  ;  then  be  went  into  Spain, 
and  there  remained  in  Sir  James  Macdonald 
his  company,  with  whom  he  is  now  again  re- 
turned into  England,  the  year  of  God  1620. 

Some  troubles  betwixt  Sutherland  and  Cattey- 
?ie/s,  the  year  of  Cod  1612. 

THE  year  of  God  161 2  there  happened  fome 
difcord  and  diflenfion  betwixt  Sutherland  and 
Catteynefs,  which  troubled  a  little  the  peace 
of  that  part  of  the  kingdom.  The  occafion 
was  this  5  one  Arthur  Smith  (a  falfe  coiner) 
being,  together  with  his  fervant,  apprehended 
lor  making  and  ftriking  ofi' falfe  money,  were 
both  fent  to  Edinburgh,  the  year  of  God  1599, 
where  his  fervant  was  executed  \  but  Arthur 
himfelf  efcaped,  and  retired  into  Catteynefs, 
and  dwelt  there  with  the  earl  of  that  country. 
The  report  hereof  coming  to  the  king's  ears, 
the  year  of  God  1612,  his  Majefty  gave  a  fe- 
cret  commilEon  to  his  fervant  Sir  Robert  Gor- 
don (the  Earl  of  Sutherland  his  brother)  for 
apprehending  this  Arthur  Smith;  but  as  Sir 
Robert  was  going  about  to  perform  the  fame, 
he  received  a  commandment  from  his  Majefty 
L  2  10 
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to  accompany  Sir  Alexander  Hay,  (then  fecre- 
tary  of  Scotland)  in  apprehending  John  Leflie 
of  New  Leflie,  and  fome  other  rebels  in  Gere- 
agh;  whicji  Sir  Robert  obeyed,  and  commit- 
ted the  execution  of  the  commiflion  againft 
Arthur  Smith,  unto  his  nephew  Donald 
Mackay  of  Farr,  John  Gordon  of  Gofpeter 
younger  (nephew  to  George  Gordon  llain  at 
Marie  the  year  1587)  to  John  Gordon,  fon  to 
John  Gordon  of  Backies.  Thefe  three,  parting 
from  Sutherland  with  36  men,  came  to  the 
town  of  Thurfo  in  Catteynefs,  where  Arthur 
Smith  then  dwelt,  and  there  apprehended  him  ; 
which  when  John  Sinclair  of  Skirkag  (the  earl 
of  Catteynefs  his  nephew)  underftood,  he  af- 
fembled  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  op- 
pofed  himfelf  to  the  King's  commiflion.  There 
enfued  a  fliarp  fkirmilh  upon  the  ftreets  of 
Thurfo,  where  John  Sinclair  of  Skirkag  was 
flafn,  and  James  Sinclair  of  Dun  left  there 
deadly  hurt,  lying  upon  the  ground  :  Arthur 
Smith  was  there  likewife  flain :  divers  of  the 
Sutherland  men  were  hurt ;  but  they  perceiv- 
ing Smith  dead,  they  left  Thurfo,  and  retired 
themfelves  all  home  into  their  own  country. 

Thereupon  both  the  parties  compeared  be- 
fore the  fecret  council  of  Edinburgh  ;  the  Earl 
of  Catteynefb  did  purfue  Sir  Robert  Gordon, 
Donald  Mackay,  and  John  Gordon,  for  the 
flaughter  of  his  nephew ;  thefe,  again,  did 
purfue  the  inhabitants  of  Catteynefs  for  refifl- 
ing  the  King's  commifTioners.  The  fecret  coun- 
cil   (having   fpecial   commandment  from   his 

Majefly 
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Majefty  to  that  effetl)  dealt  earneftly  with 
both  the  parties  ;  and,  in  end,  perfuaded  them 
to  fubmit  thefe  queftions  and  debates  to  the 
arbitriment  of  friends.  A  certain  number  of 
theJords  of  council  were  chofen  as  friends  for 
either  party;  the  Archbiftiop  of  St  Andrews 
and  the  Earl  of  Dumferline,  Chancellor  of 
Scotland,  were  appointed  overfmen  by  confent 
of  both  the  parties.  Thefe  friendly  judges 
having  heard  the  bufinefs  reafoned  in  their 
prefence,  and  finding  that  the  examination 
thereof  would  prove  tedious  and  intricate ; 
they  direct:  a  power  to  the  marquis  of  Huntlie 
to  deal  in  the  matter  ;  defiring  him  to  try,  if, 
by  his  means  and  mediation,  thefe  contentions 
might  be  fettled,  happening  betwixt  parties  fo 
finally  tied  to  him  by  blood  and  alliance,  the 
Earl  of  Sutherland  being  his  coufin-german, 
and  the  Earl  of  Catteynefs  having  married  his 
fifter.  The  marquis  of  Huntlie  did  his  beft", 
but  could  not  prevail,  either  party  being  fo 
far  from  condefcending  to  others  demands, 
and  fo  he  rem.itted  the  bufinefs  back  again  to 
the  fecret  council ;  which  Sir  Robert  Gordon 
perceiving,  he  moved  the  King's  Majefty  for  a 
pardon  to  Donald  Mackay,  John  Gordon,  and 
their  aflbciates,  for  the  llaughter  of  John  Sin- 
clair of  Skirkag ;  which  his  Majefty  eafily 
granted,  feeing  it  was  committed  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  Majefty's  fervice  :  yet,  neverthe- 
lelS;  there  ftill  remained  a  grudge  in  the  minds 
of  the  parties,  fearching  by  all  means  and 
cccafions  to  infeft  one  another,  until  the  year 

of 
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of  God  1619,  that  the  earl  of  Catteynefs  and 
Sir  Robert  Gordon  (then,  by  his  brother's 
death,  tutor  of  Sutherland)  were  reconciled 
by  the  mediation  of  George  lord  Gordon,  earl 
of  Enzie ;  by  whofe  travel  and  diligence,  all 
particulars  betwixt  the  houfes  of  Sutherland 
and  Catteynefs  were  finally  fettled:  and  then 
went  both  of  them  familiarly  to  cithers  houfes; 
whofe  perfect  reconciliation  will  doubtlefs 
tend  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  thefe  parts  of 
the  kingdom. 

THE 

SPANISH    BLANKS, 

AND     WHAT 

FOLLOWS    THEREUPON, 

The  years  of  God,  1592,  I59;>  and  1594. 

THE  year  of  God  1592  the  miniflry  and 
church  of  Scotland  thought  it  neceflary 
that  all  fuch  as  profeflTed  the  Roman  religion 
in  the  kingdom,  fhould  either  be  compelled^ 
to  embrace  the  reformed  religion,  or  elfe 
that  the  ccnfure  of  excommunication  fhould 
be  ufed  againft  them,  and  their  goods  de- 
cerned to  appertain  to  the  King  fo  long  as 
they  remained  difobedient.  Mr.  George  Car, 
do<n:or  of  the  laws,  was  the  firft  that  with- 

ftood, 
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ftood,  and  was  excommunicate  ;  the  next  was 
David  Graham  of  Fintrie.  This  Mr.  George 
Car,  confidering  that  hereby  he  could  have 
no  quiet  refidence  within  his  native  country, 
4id  deliberate  with  himfelf  to  pafs  beyond 
fea  into  Spain ;  and  therefore  that  he  might 
be  the  welcomer  there,  he  devifed  certain 
blanks,  as  if  they  had  been  fubfcribed  by 
fome  of  the  Scottifh  nobility,  and  directed 
from  them  to  the  king  of  Spain,  to  be  filled 
up  at  his  pleafure :  which  projeft  was  firft 
hatched  by  the  Jefuits,  and  chiefly  by  father 
Creightoun,  who,  for  fome  difcontentment, 
had,  few  years  before,  left  Scotland  and  fled 
into  Spain:  where  he  endeavoured  to  infinu- 
ate  himfelf  into  king  Philip  his  favour,  and 
publilhed  a  book  concerning  the  genealogy  of 
his  daughter,  the  Infant,  married  to  the  Arch- 
duke; wherein  he  did  his  beft  to  prove,  that 
the  two  crowns  of  England  and  Scotland  did 
appertain  unto  her:  and  that  this  cunning  Je- 
fuit  might  the  rather  move  King  Philip  to 
make  war  againft  the  King  of  Scotland,  he 
writeth  books  and  pamphlets  in  the  difgrace 
of  his  own  native  prince.  Then  he  adviicd 
with  himfelf  that  his  next  and  readieft  way 
was  to  folicit  fome  of  his  friends  in  Scotland, 
who  were  of  his  faith  j  and  to  this  efFeO:, 
he  writeth  letters  this  year  of  God  1592 
to  this  George  Car,  and  to  fuch  of  his 
own  colleagues  the  Jefuits  as  were  then  in 
this  kingdom,  whereby  he  made  them  under- 
ftand  what  great  favour  and  credit  he  had  with 

the 
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the  King  of  Spam,  who,  by  his  perfuafionsy 
was  refolved  both  to!  invade  England,  and  to 
eftablifh  the  Catholic  faith  in  Scotland  ;  but, 
iirlt,  that  King  Philip  would  be  aiTured  of  the 
good  will  of  the  Catholicks  of  Scotland;  where- 
fore he  behoved  to  have  certain  blanks  fub- 
fcrived  by  the  Catholicks,  and  that  he  would 
caufe  them  to  be  filled  up  afterwards  ;  which 
if  he  did  obtain,  he  had  promife  of  the  King 
of  Spain,  to  fend  them  250,000  crowns  to  be 
diftributed  among  them.  After  this  advertife- 
ment  of  father  Crightoun's,  this  George  Car 
(by  the  advice  of  the  Jefuits  then  refident  in 
Scotland)  devifed  thefe  blanks,  to  the  efFett 
that  George  Car  might  tranfport  them  into 
Spain.  Car  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  town  of 
Air  to  have  taken  fhipping  there,  and  lying 
in  the  ids  of  Cumray,  attending  a  fair  wind, 
he  was  difcovcred  by  the  indifcretion  of  father 
Abercrombie,  and  apprehended  in  the  fhip  ; 
from  whence  he  was  carried  back  to  Air,  and 
from  thence  convoyed  to  Edinburgh  ;  with  him 
was  found  a  packet  of  letters,  directed  (as  it 
were)  from  fome  Scottifh  noblemen  into  Spain 
and  fome  parts  of  France :  wherein  were  found 
blanks  alledged  fubfcrived  by  the  earl  of  An- 
gus, the  earl  of  Huntly,  the  earl  of  Erroll,  and 
Sir  Patrick  Gordon  of  Auchindowne,  uncle  to 
the  earl  of  Huntly.  The  Blanks  were  thus, 
Imprimis,  two  miifive  Bills  directed  to  the 
King  of  bpain ;  the  one  fubfcrived  de  vojlre 
Majejie  tres  humble  et  tres  oheijjant  ferviteur^ 
Francois   Counte  (TErrol ;    another    on    this 
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manner,  de  vqftre  Majejle  tres  humble  et  tres 
obeijj'ant  ferviteiir^  Guill  ainne  Counte  d^ Angus  ; 
item,  another  blank  fubfcrived  by  them  all 
four,  as  it  were  by  form  of  contract  or  obli- 
gation conjunctly  thus,  Gulitlmus  /ingiifiae 
Comesy  Georgius  Cornes  de  Hunt  ley  j  Fran- 
cifcus  Erroliae  Co7nes,  Patricius  Gordcri  de 
Auchindcnvyie  Miles ;  item,  a  blank  fubfcrived 
apart  by  Francifcus  Erroliae  Comes  ,•  item  one 
by  '-  eorgius  Comes  de  Huntley  ;  item,  one  by 
Gulielmus  -ngiijiae  Comes.  Hereupon  the  mi- 
nilters  fent  fome  of  the  privy  council  to  the 
King  to  Allovt^ay  (where  his  majeity  then  lay) 
to  advertife  him  of  thefe  blanks.  The  king 
came  to  Edinburgh,  where  all  the  matter  was 
debated  to  him  at  length,  partly  by  Mr  Bowes 
Leiger,  ambaffador  for  the  Queen  of  England 
in  Scotland,  and  partly  by  Mr  Ptobert  Bruce, 
principal  minifter  at  Edinburgh,  fliewing  that 
the  realm  of  Scotland  was  in  apparent  danger 
of  Spaniards  to  be  brought  in  by  the  forenam- 
cd  earls  being  Papiftsj  and  thereby,  both  his 
Majefty's  crown  was  in  danger,  and  the  efta- 
bliftied  religion  in  hazard  to  be  altered.  That 
Mr.  George  Car  had  fufficiently  delated  the 
whole  circumftance  of  the  bufinefs  in  his  con- 
feffion,  accufing  the  Popifh  lords  as  guilty  of 
thefe  blanks :  and  thus,  taking  the  matter  aji- 
ready  pro  cenfejfoy  they  urge  the  bufmefs  ve- 
hemently, and  do  intreat  his  Majeity  to  pro- 
ceed againll  them  with  all  celerity  and  rigour. 
Then  was  David  Graharn  of  Fintrie  appre- 
bended,  arraigned,  and  executed  at  Edinburgh, 
M  ip. 
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in  February  this  year  1592,  (or  159'^  Jiilo 
novo)  who,  thinking  to  favc  himfelf  thereby, 
did  write  a  long  letter  fubfcrived  with  his  own 
hand,  directed  to  the  King,  wherein  he  made 
mention  that  the  Roman  Catholicks  of  Scot- 
land had  undertaken  to  receive  fuch  a  number 
of  foldiers  as  the  King  of  Spain  and  his  coun- 
cil fliould  appoint ;  and  in  cafe  he  would  be- 
ftow  any  money  for  levying  of  men  here,  they 
fhculd  willingly  both  convoy  the  King's  army 
into  England,  and  retain  a  certain  number  in 
Scotland,  for  reformation  of  religion,  and  to 
purchafe  liberty  of  confcience :  tKat  he  him- 
felf had  given  counfel  thereunto  divers  times, 
after  that  the  matter  was.communicatc  to  him 
by  the  Jefuits,  and  becaufe  he  fore-knew  this 
purpofe,  and  concealed  the  fame,  he  was  in 
danger  of  the  law :  for  this  caufe  he  defired  not 
to  be  tried  by  a  jury,  but  offered  himfelf  unto 
the  King's  mercy  and  will,  when  he  was  ar- 
raigned at  the  bar.  The  King  (not  the  lefs  of 
this  his  voluntary  confeflion)  commanded  to 
proceed  againfh  him  according  to  the  law: 
which  was  done. 

After  this,  the  King's  Majefty  (believing 
certainly  that  thcfe  blanks,  together  with  the 
informations  and  intelligence  of  father  Creigh- 
toun  concerning  the  Spanilli  King,  were  true 
indeed)  addrefled  himfelf  to  the  north  of  Scot- 
land, for  profecuting  of  Huntley,  Angus,  and 
Erroll,  and  made  his  Majefty's  refidence  at  A- 
berdeen.  Themfelves  and  their  dependers  were, 
by  open  proclamation,  at  their  dwelling  places, 

required 


THE  SPANISH  BLANKS,      pi 

required  to  fhow  their  obedience  and  appea- 
rance before  the  King :  but  they  having  un- 
derftood  before  the  King's  coming,  and  how 
his  Majefty  was  incenfed  and  ftirred  up  againft 
them,  they  had  all  left  their  ordinary  habita- 
tions void.  The  counteilcs  of  Huntley  and 
ErroU  came  to  the  King,  to  whom  he  granted 
their  houfes  and  rents,  without  making  any 
account  thereof  to  his  Majelly's  treafurer  for 
the  fuppofed  tranfgreffion  of  their  hufbands. 
In  this  mean  time,  the  Queen  of  England 
fent  an  extraordinary  ambalTador  into  Scot- 
land, whom  the  King  received  at  Edinburgh, 
after  his  Majefty's  return  from  Aberdeen.  This 
ambaffador  required,  that  the  peate  and  con- 
federacy concluded  and  confirmed  at  Leith, 
after  the  expuliing  of  the  French  army  from 
Scotland,  Ihould  now,  de  novoy  be  ratified  by 
his  Majefty  in  his  perfe6l  age;  and  further, 
that  he  (hould,  without  delay,  puniih  the 
Lords  and  gentlemen  fufpei^l  of  treafon,  and 
tried  by  their  own  writs  and  melfages;  that  he 
ihould  grant  them  no  favour,  but  extreme  ri- 
gour; for  fear  of  the  inconvenience  that  fhould 
follow  upon  their  wicked  pretences,  if  they 
were  unpunifhed,  when  both  time  and  occa- 
fion  permitted  the  fame  Still  the  Englifh  am- 
baffador and  the  ScottiOi  minifters  urged  the 
King  to  call  the  Catholick  Lords  to  a  trial  of 
their  peers;  but  the  King  procured  to  the  mi- 
nifters thus  much  for  them,  that,  by  their  fa- 
vours, they  might  be  brought  to  be  tried  with- 
out warding;  and  thereafter  to  make  fuch  fa- 
M  2  tisfadiozi 
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tisfaQion  as  (liould  be  thought  requifite;  that 
in  cafe  they  were  found  culpable,  to  be  pu- 
niflied  as  juftice  fhould  require;  and,  if  it  were 
othervvife,  that  they  fliould  be  abfolved  :  but 
the  minifters  would  not  yield  unto  the  King's 
pleafure  therein,  nor  permit  that  the  I'opifti 
Lords  Ibould  have  any  trial,  till  they  fhould  be 
f^rft  weirded  until  the  nobles  fhould  conveen  to 
try  them.  The  King  refufed  to  ward  them  un- 
til they  were  found  guilty  ;  knowing,  by  this 
time,  their  innocence:  for  George  Car  had  re- 
fufed  what  he  had  before,  through  fear,  con- 
fefTffd  againft  the  Lords,  touching  the  Spaniih 
blanks.  His  Majefly  was  earneft  with  the  mi- 
nifters  that  no  excommunication  fliould  pafs 
againft  the  Lords  before  their  trial ;  which  was 
refufed :  whereupon  there  was  a  convention  of 
the  eftates  holden  by  his  Majefty  at  St.  John- 
ftouxi,  the  year  of  God  1593,  to  curb  the  pow- 
er of  the  prefbyterial  minifters.  There  it  was 
refolved  (to  fupprefs  their  liberty)  the  eftate  of 
bifhops  fhould  be  erected  and  rcflored.  With- 
in few  days  after,  the  King  went  from  St. 
Johnftoun  to  the  abbay  of  Halyrudhoufe;  whi- 
ther alfo  came  fecretly  the  Earls  of  Huntley, 
Angus,  and  Errol.  The  next  day,  the  King 
riding  at  Lavvder  to  vifit  Chancellor  Maitland 
(who  was  then  fick)  thefe  three  Earls  came  to 
his  Majefty  on  the  highway,  and  there  hum- 
bling themfelves,  in  few  words  demanded  li~ 
cence  to  be  tried,  which  his  Majefly  granted. 
But  the  Khvr  thereafter!  in  relpe6l  that  he 
had  promifed  both  to  the  ambaffador  of  Eng- 
land 
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land  and  to  the  minifters  at  Edinburgh,  that 
he  (hould  neither  receive  them,  nor  admit 
them  to  his  prefence  and  favour,  till  they 
were  tried ;  he  dire6led  the  mafter  of  Glames 
and  the  Lord  Lindores  unto  the  ambaffador 
and  the  minifters,  to  certify  them  of  their  com- 
ing to  his  Majefty  on  the  high  way,  at  fuch 
time  and  place  as  he  looked  not  for ;  and 
althou.^h  he  had  ufed  but  fome  iew  words  un- 
to them,  yet  he  would  proceed  no  further,  nor 
Ihow  them  any  other  favour,  but  according  to 
jultice  and  reafon.  Then  the  miniflry  aflem- 
bled  themfelves,  by  their  commifiioners,  at 
Edinburgh,  together  with  certain  barons  and 
balzies  of  burghs  (the  King  being  then  at  Jed- 
burgh for  fome  affairs  of  the  commonwealth.) 
They  concluded,  all  in  one  voice,  fome  arti- 
cles to  be  prefcntly  demanded  of  his  Majefty; 
which  I  omit  to  relate,  as  fitting  to  be  fuppreft. 
Whereupon  the  affairs  of  the  King  and  of 
the  church  were  direftly  oppofite  and  repug- 
nant to  one  another :  the  King  caufed  procla- 
mations to  be  made,  commanding  all  his  lieges 
and  fubjefts  to  refet  and  receive  the  Earls  of 
Angus,  Huntley,  and  ErroU,  which  ihould 
not  be  imputed  unto  them  as  a  crime  at  any 
time  thereafter  ;  whereby  aifo  licence  was 
granted  unto  them  to  pafs  and  repafs  freely  in 
any  parts  of  the  country  publickly,  as  beft 
fliould  pleafe  them :  The  minifters,  upon  the 
contrary,  offered  their  proclamation  in  the 
churches,  to  their  parochioncrs,  com.manding 
the  people  to  abhor  them,  and  to  rcfufe  their 

companies 
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companies  in  any  kind  of  way,  and  exhorting 
all  men  to  be  upon  their  defence,  and  to  arm 
themfelves  for  expelling  of  thefe  Earls  and 
their  adherents;  moreover  the  miniftry,  by 
their  folicitation,  had  drawn  a  great  number 
of  people  into  Edinburgh.  Whereupon  his 
Majefty  did  call  a  convention  of  the  eftates, 
and  caufed  a  proclamation  to  be  made,  and 
publiflied  in  divers  capital  towns  of  the  realm, 
charging  all  and  fundry  his  Majefty's  fubje6ls, 
of  what  eftate,  quality,  or  degree  foever,  that 
none  of  them  fhould  refort  or  repair  to  the 
burgh  of  Edinburgh,  or  place  of  his  Majelly's 
refidence,  upon  whatfoever  colour  or  pre- 
tence, during  the  handling  and  ordering  of 
thefe  matters  in  queftion,  except  fuch  perfons 
as  were  appointed  and  fpecially  written  for, 
or  that  did  crave  and  obtain  his  Majefly's  li- 
cence for  their  coming.  In  this  commifTion, 
which  was  appointed  at  Edinburgh  for  deci- 
fion  of  all  controverfies,  there  were  nominate 
fix  earls,  fix  lords,  fix  barons,  fix  burgefies, 
and  fix  minifters,  ele£l:ed  and  chofen  by  his 
Majefty  and  his  council ;  and  although  the  fix 
minifters  were  well  qualified  men,  and  fuch 
as  the  reft  of  the  brethren  could  juftly  find  no 
fault  withal;  yet,  becaufe  they  were  not  no- 
minate by  themfelves  in  general  voices,  they 
were  afraid  to  be  prejudged  in  their  authority 
and  eftate;  and  therefore,  not  only  opponed 
againft  them,  but  alfo  fuborned  them  which 
were  chofen  by  the  King  and  the  council : 
therefore  the  King,  with  advice  of  his  coun- 
cil, 
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cil,  commanded  their  names  to  be  blotted  out, 
that  no  minifter  thereafter  fhould  be  nominate 
in  commiflion,  but  that  they  all,  or  fome  cer- 
tain number,  by  command  of  the  reft,  (hould 
only  be  fupplicants,  if  they  had  any  thing  to 
crave,  and  no  otherwife :  and  thus  were  the 
minifters  themfelves  the  caufe  that  their  au- 
thority was  diminiflied. 

The  commiffioners  did  aflemble  at  Edin- 
burgh, as  was  appointed  ;  and  after  fome  few 
days  difputation  and  reafoning,  amongft  di- 
vers other  things,  they  decerned  that  the  three 
Popifti  Earls  and  Achindowne  {hould  not  from 
thenceforth  be  accufed  for  the  crime  they 
were  fummoned  for,  founded  upon  the  blanks  j 
but  the  fame  to  remain  aboliihed  and  in  ob- 
livion, and  to  be  null  thereafter :  which  was 
proclaimed,  by  ediift,  at  the  market  crofs  of 
Edinburgh. 

The  advertifement  of  this  edi£i:  being  fent 
from  Edinburgh  to  the  Queen  of  England  by 
her  ambaflador,  flie  fent  the  Lord  Southe  into 
Scotland,  willing  the  King  to  remit  his  lenity^ 
towards  the  Catholick  Lords,  and  deal  plainly 
with  rigorous  juftice,  as  the  caufe  and  good 
reafon  required.  The  two  ambalTadors  of  Eng- 
land followed  the  King  from  Edinburgh  to 
Stirling ;  by  whofe  diligence  and  procurement 
letters  were  direfted,  charging  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholick Earls  to  enter  their  perfons  in  prifon, 
under  the  pain  of  treafon.  There  was  alfo  a 
parliament  proclaimed,  to  be  holden  the  15th 
of  April  next  enfuing.     In  the  mean  time, 

great 
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great  infiftance  was  made  by  the  minifters  of 
Scotland  and  by  the  ambafladors  of  England, 
that  the  Roman  Catholick  Lords  fnouid  be 
fummoned  to  hear  and  fee  the  procefs  of  for- 
faltuY-e  led  againft  them.  In  end  they  do  pre- 
.  vail;  and  diretlion  was  given  for  the  fame  a- 
gainft  the  parliament,  which  was  appointed 
to  be  in  April  1594.  Not-thelefs  of  all  this, 
the  ambaffadors  of  England,  and  the  minifters 
of  Scotland,  thinking  that  the  King  and  his 
counfellors  were  more  negligent  in  profecut-  - 
ing  of  the  Popifli  Lords  than  was  promifed  or 
expe£ied  ;  it  was  fecretly  devifed  that  the  Earl 
of  Bothwell,  being  an  outlaw,  fliould  invade 
Scotland,  by  the  affiftance  of  England, 'upon 
two  pretences ;  the  firft  was,  that,  by  the  help 
of  the  minifters,  he  might  banifti  the  Popilh 
Lords  out  of  the  realm  of  Scotland,  and  that 
the  Queen  of  England  ftiould  fupport  him 
with  money ;  which  being  known  and  reveal- 
ed, did  fo  inccnfe  the  King  againft  her  ambaf- 
fador,  that  a  fpecial  gentleman  of  the  Lord 
Southe's  was  committed  to  prifon  in  the  caftle 
of  Edinburgh,  who  confefled,  that,  by  the 
command  of  the  ambail'ador,  he  had  fpoken 
with  the  Earl  of  Bothwell  and  with  Mr.  John 
Colvill  (Bothwell  his  chief  councellor.)  The 
fecond  pretence  was  to  revenge  the  Earl  of 
Murray  his  death  againft  Huntley  and  his  par- 
takers ;  and  to  fortify  his  purpofe,  the  Earls 
of  Argyle  and  Athole  thould  be  ready  in  arms, 
attending  Bothwell  his  coming,  to  join  with 
him  againft  Huntley. 

The 
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The  King,  hearing  of  thefe  two  pretences, 
thought  expedient,  with  advice  of  his  council, 
to  make  a  general  proclamation  that  no  man- 
ner of  perfons  (hould  convocate  his  lieges  in 
arms,  for  whatfoever  occafion,  without  his 
Majefty's  licence,  under  the  pain  of  death. 
Whereupon  Both  well  came  to  Kelfo,  and  from' 
thence  to  Leith,  the  2d  of  April  1594-  The 
King  being  advertifed  of  hi-s  coming,  went  to 
fermon  that  morning  in  the  High  Church  of 
Edinburgh ;  and  there,  fermon  being  endsd, 
he  made  great  inftance  to  the  people,  that  they 
would  aflift  him  to  fupprefs  their  common  ene- 
my Bothwell;  and  to  animate  the  miniftry  and 
the  people,  he  promifed,  in  their  prefcnce, 
that  he  (liould  never  lay  down  arms,  till  he 
either  fuppreft  or  banilhed  the  Popifh  lords 
and  their  adherents  :  fo,  the  King  led  the  peo- 
ple out  of  Edinburgh  towards  Leith;  and,  be- 
twixt Leith  and  Edinburgh,  there  was  a  com- 
pany fele6led  out  of  the  army,  which,  under 
the  condu6^  of  the  lord  Hume  and  Weims  Col- 
ville,  fhould  invade  Bothwell;  who,  perceiv- 
ing the  King  marching  out  of  Edinburgh,  with 
his  army,  towards  Leith ;  and  feeing  that  the 
carls  of  Argyle  and  Athole  had  failed  him,  he 
retires  from  Leith,  with  his  company,  and 
takes  the  way  to  Muflilburgh,  and  fo  to  return 
into  England;  but  the  lord  Hume,  with 
his  train,  overtakes  Bothwell  befide  Dud- 
diftown,  where,  after  a  little  fkirmiih,  the  Lord 
Hnme  was  overthrown,  and  all  his  people 
beaten  and  chafed  back  again  to  Edinburgh, 
N       '  Both" 
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Bothwell,  perceiving  that  the  King  was  fend- 
ing more  forces  againft  him,  retires  towards 
the  fouth  borders,  and  fo  into  England. 

The  earl  of  Bothwell  being  thus  gone,  the 
King  returns  to  Edinburgh,  and  feeing  no 
other  means  to  fatisfy  the  minifters,  and  all 
utterly  to  fupprefs  Bothwell  his  rebellion,  he 
condefcends  to  the  forfalture  of  the  Popifh 
lords,  being  forced  to  yield  to  prefent  necef- 
fity.  A  parliament  was  holden  at  Edinburgh 
the  penult  day  of  May  ^594^  all  and  whatfo- 
cver  petitions  then  craved  by  the  minifters 
were  aflented  to  by  this  parliament,  where 
there  were  prefent  but' only  three  earls  and  fix 
lords  J  by  reafon  whereof  things  were  violent- 
ly carried  by  the  minifters.  The  criminal  caufe 
of  the  popifli  lords  being  read  and  confidered 
by  the  few  number  of  nobles  there  prefent, 
they  would  gladly  have  delayed  the  determina- 
tion thereof  until  a  fuller  convention  of  the 
iioblity  were  ?iflembled;  but  the  minifters  and 
commiflioners  of  burghs,  being  the  greater 
number,  prevailed  ;  and  found  their  hand- 
writs  by  witneffes  cognofced  ;  the  reft  was 
paft  over,  as  proven  by  prefumption ;  the 
nobles  fufpended  their  voices,  bccaufe  the 
Popifh  lords  intentions  were  not  proven  judi- 
cially;, always  they  were  forfalted  and  made 
profciipt  by  plurality  of  fuch  voices  as  were 
there  prefent,  and  their  arms  v/ere  riven  in  the 
juftice  place,  in  prefence  of  the  parliament. 

Thefe  moblemen,  being  thus  forfaUed,  the 
}i\ng  was  alfo  moved  to  make  the  earl  of  Ar- 

gyle 
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gyle  his  Majefty's  lieutenant-general  in  the 
north  of  Scotland,  to  invade  the  earls  of  Hunt- 
ly  and  Errol ;  whereupon  followed  the  battle 
of  Glenlivat  in  October  1594  j  which  happen- 
ed as  I  have  declared  already  ;  and  were  after* 
ward  reftorcd  the  year  of  God  iS91* 
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BARANSUPAIR. 

Sgeula  begg  air  Baran  Supair  dol  air  Saile, 
Dol  hoirt  Conbhoi  do  Bhari-duic  Earraghail, 
Dol  hoirt  Conbhoido'n  Bhan-duic,  ni  nach  biune 
'Sdoigh  gum  bu  chommain  dho  fhud'fgun  be 

[a  honfuil. 

Ach  bu  Shuilln  cbobhar  (hud  fein  an  cean 
Bhann  fos,  fa  Liuthid  airidh  uafil  Earraghai- 
ghealich,  Curidh  Crotha,  Ceanfalich,  Bili  bla, 
bhuan,  moltuinneach,  muirnich,  maiffich, 
Airiaghaighealach  do  Chlannibh  nan  Gaigheal 
-leis  m'  bu  mhath  a  bhi  aig  fethidh  dhith  nam 
be  toil  fein  e.  Ach  o*  fifhe  a  tharruing'gu  Innigh 
's  onnaire  b'f  hear  Cluais  's  Cogir  dhith,  bu  bho 
Soddal  's  Brofcal,  's  Breugan,-'fe  bhi  na  Ghall 
's  meid  Fhuath  's  a  dhoilgheas  do  Chlannibh 
nan  Gaigheal — Ach  cha  bann  mar  lliin  a  dh' 
airifteadh  an  Sgeul. 

Ach  an  Sgeul  a  thanig  a  Cintire  be  an  Ceoil  gair  c 
Rein  Caiptain  anTruppa  mibho!gh,Ios,  is  Mari 
Sgeul  'ta  aggumfa  ra  infe  dhuibh  an  draifte,     ~- 
MarachaicanGallnaBhriflnibhLaibhragrafan. 
S^n  air  na  Brifnia  (bin  a  dharifte  an  Shean- 

Fhoccal, 
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Fhoccal,  nin  Cum  an  Saoghich  allabanlch  ach 
a  Lan ;  aig  meid  a  Luchd  's  a  Lain  's  an  Leod 
iheo  ghaith  I,  gun  fcaol-fcain  i  as  a  chele. 
Ach  pillimid  arift  a  chum  an  Text. 

Do  Bhrifninfe,  Chaiptain  fallich 

Lan  don  Bhunnich 
Sgrodd  am  faile  thig  o'd  mhionnich 

'S  breun  an  Shuinnich  ! 

Ach  gad  bu  bhrein  an  Shuinnich  fein  ?  Cait 
an  cualas  riabh  e  caic  na  Bhrifnin  Laibh  ri 
Bain-diuc  ? 

Smairg  Bain-diuc  a  thachair  Laibh  ruit, 

Stu  ri  Diubhairt 
Churrigh  tu  fo'd  dheirigh  Barlin 

Bhathidh  Birlinn 
Shin  an  uair  a'  labhair  Iflie 

Beann  na  maifhe 
Chaidh  loirn  gu  Hurle  Huflidh 

Fuara  Frois  air. 
An  luna  bhi  ormfa  Rachdan 

'Smoran  Bochdain 
Marbhaifg  air  a  bheift  a  thachd  mi 

Mach  hair  ftoc  e. 
Bobbain  nach  iarridh  an  Turachafg 

Ri  La  Soirais 
San  fod  Thoin  a  thig  an  Turrarich 

Mar  mhuir  Sheirrabhais. 

Agus  bu  duillich  Sheirbhals  ghlann  a  dhia- 
nad  a  meafg  nan  Marannan  bhi  an  ftiin. 

Nach  ccannailte'  thuirt  an  Toiglich  a  bha  n' 
Ceann  Taile  ri  Sir  Sheumas  Mor  M'Dhoibh- 

nuil, 
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nuil,  'se  air  teachd  guThaidh  Do-fhifrich  Sir 
Sheumas  dheth  an  Oglach  an  roibh  Trathadair 
aigge  ?  Thuirt  e  air  moid  do  Dhia  nach  roibh 
a  Thigliearna,  gu  bu  ro-rrihath  an  Trathadair 
a  dheane  fe  fein.  Ciundas,  ars  a  Sir  Sheumas? 
Tha  nar  a  bhis  an  Latha  teachd  a  fteach  gun  bi 
an  Caic  a  teachd  a  Bhan.  Agus  nach  glan  a 
thuirt  e  (bin  a  Dhuinne?  Ach  thug  Supair 
Buaigh  air  a  fheo. 

Stu,  Shupair,  an  Sgibbair  dana 

Ri  La  Greine 
Stuibhra  tu  Muir  Mhoir  o'd  Mhafibh 

Shios  mu'd  Shleiftibh. 
Nar  a  dhofgail  an  Toll  fhillidh, 

Bhair  do  Chuillibb, 
'S  Brafs  a  ruthidh  Taom  nan  Coalan 

Shios  mu'd  Ghlunin. 
Chruinnich  Roin  as  Biafta  mora, 

Leatheana  bana  (le  aon  Bhairich) 
Geifteachd  ri  Farrum  do  Thoine 

Mor  an  Nair  e. 

Ach  ga  bu  mhoir  an  naire  fhin,  *s  ga  bu 
mhor  an  mire  e,  bu  mho  an  naire  dha'n  Fhear 
noigb-phoifte  lei;^  Cadil  do  Mhnao  na  Bainfe 
ann  an  Sheomar  lethidh  fein,  fa  chaidh  e  fein 
a  luidh  do  Sheomar  eiilc;  agus  Ife,  an  Lean- 
naban  bochd  diblrich  air  Shoil  Bafs  <^haithin  le 
Fiabh  's  le  Eagal  man  danig  an  Latha.  Ach 
ge  TDaitt  leom  ihin  cha  'be  'baitt  leom  ach  mara 
dheirich  dha  'n  Duin  usfii  a  dhich  an  RiochM 
an  'Ifnuiccar  Ch?untidh  mas  a  mhomiter  no 
Suporitor  ailin  a  thuit  bog  bla  e  Tiompan  na 

Mna 


C    104    ] 

Mna  uifle  *s  i  fpaidfarichd  maille  rifti.  Agus 
mar  tharia  dhi'n  Bhain-tighearn  is  Bean  Uafil 
air  teach'd  da  faiccin.  Do*  dheirich  do  mhi- 
thappa  do'n  mhnaoigh-uaifil  gun  'd  fhag 
Breim  i.  Thuit  Clofs  's  Toft  's  taibh  air  gach 
neach  a  bha  ftaigh  gu  Guth  thairis  a  Icigidh  air 
fheo.  Dheirich  a  Bhaintighearn  *s  chuir  a 
beann  amach  air  Fuinnaig  gu  fheannachas 
Connaltraidh  thoirt  a  muintir  an  Taithidh 
(Treathair.)  Agus,  nar  a  bail  le  ghra,  Co  chuin- 
nig  La  riabh  bu  mhothidh  Gaodh  na'n  La  diu; 
She  thubhairt  fhi  le  Guth  ard,  Co  chuinnig 
La  riabh  bu  mho  Brcim  na'n  La  diu  ?  Ah  bu 
mhiffii  na  fhin  am  Fearr  a  mhairaibh  a  Mha- 
ihair  — Ach  thug  Supair  Barrichd  (Buaigh) 
air  a  ftieo. 

Thuirt  M^ Alafcer  gu  beolich, 

She  fcaol  Halach, 
'N  faol  fhi'bh  nach  cur  a  mach  an  Tualich 

Tha  fan  Fhardoich. 
Biogh  gach  Fearr  gu  cuibhneach  gleitich 

Feo  a  Bhata 
'S  reitichibh  Leibbi  na  Taoime 

An's  gach  Aite. 
Tha'n  Tolrin  mhor  fheo  a  chluin  fhibh 

'GInfa  dhoibhfa 
Gu  bh^il  Fras  thaillich  gar  niunfaidh 

Thuggibh  abhfa 
'N  faol  fliibh  an  fothln  aon  Bhuccaid 

Gu  cur  aifte. 
Bigh  I'n  geart  uair  lomlan  Luchda 

Tilge  Calcidh. 

Mhuintir 


Mhulntir  (hin  chual,  an  faccan 

Bha  fa  Phoccan  ; 
Shaoil  leo  gur  he  Coirre  Bhreccain 

Bha  fan  Tfliloccan 
Abhail  mar  bhis  Fuaim  na  Tuinne 

Re  Traigh  Shannis. 
Shud  mar  chluinte  Road  na  BuinnicK 

Feo  do  mhiunnich 
San  agad  fein  a  tha  'm  Feddan 

A  bha  loithich  (Laethe) 
As  Abhuil  a  mhire  fhruth, 

Cha  ro  'n  Caol  Reatha. 
Bha  Builg  (heidigh  nad  Bhaodail 

Bhrigh  na  Scairde 
Straic  thu  na  ftiuil  gheale,  dhianich 

Le  do  Laibhich. 
Bu  ro-mhath  dionich  do  Bhrifnin 

Mu  do  Mhaifibh, 
Mhill  thu  na  Hinghin  gan  Scrioba 

Bi  chuis  Naire. 

Shupair  fon'  dhas  i  na  B 1  ortha  dogheallort 

Fagamfa  gaillair  nan  Gall  ort 

Ha'n  Duth-thuil  ort. 
Bu  niarichd  Baill'  air  dhaorid 

'M  bibh  an  Garlach 
Dhagidh  e  Saulldair  dheth  Aeolich 

Ans  gach  Aite : 
Thug  thu  Ruathir  Buid  a  Bhramma 

Suas  gu  Hairrin, 
Bha  Sgeul  an  Fhir  mhaol  gu  donnji 

Leat  do'n  Bhaille. 
Air  do  Thurris  do  Loch  Fine 

Taom  na  Truaidh 

O  Dhogsii 
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Dhogair  thu  fcaddan  nan  Caoltin 

Chum  nan  Guaintin 
Diultimfe  bhi  fod  o  Chuimirin  ^  • 

Nam  na  Hium-eagai! 
Dhaga  tu*n  Tanam  le  Tummanich 

Ghealtair  Bhreiminich. 

Ach  ga  bu  Chreimlnich  na  Beoichin  na 
Gaill  fein  fps,  cha  bu  ghearan  na'm  bu  Bhreim 
tirrim  a  bhigh  an  fhin,  ach  an  Gallar  rifh  an 
gaoir  iadan  Duth-bhreiminigh,  Mar  Ghath 
mor  foife  na  Foirin  a  dherich  dha'n  Chaiptain 
roibh  nar  leim  Struth  's  Gaoth  an  aoghidha- 
cheile  air  nach  raibh  aig'  ach  faoiche  Gill*  a 
Ghobhin  fo  na  Hordibh  gus  na  Balagibh. 

Mo  Thruaidh  a  Bhan-aifgcgach  mar  dherich 

'S  dhuit  mar  tharla 
'S  breun  air  Commuin  is  air  faile 

'S  fior  mo  Sgeulfal 

•^  1^  ""^  'jj>  -^  '^  ^f"  "^  i^  ^^  ^^  "^  V*   >^  ^  "V  V  ^V  ^  "V  "^  ^'    ^V  ^^ 

cob'hirlin  athar  da 

MH  AC. 

NA  bi  Bruinich  an  Tigh  mor 
'Sna  bi  faorich  air  fean  Fhear 
'Sna  abair  gun  diult  thu  Coir 
'Sna  obb  's  na  iar  Onnair. 

Na  buail  Dorn  air  Fuirbi  Fir 
'Sna  doir  Ballagum  dian  a  Gaoil 
Nar  chi  thu  'n  Ealtuin  ghcur  ghlan, 
S^tuir  gu  flieibh  (heach  a  Saoigh. 

Na 
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Na  bi  ro-bhor  '*Sna  bi  begg 
San  Co-oil  na  coft  do  Chuid 
A  Laoigb  mhili  na  tog  Draoigh 
'S  no  obb  mafa  begin  duit. 

Beannachd  ort  's  na  cum  an  f  hearg 
Sna  dian  Cealgair  Duinne  bochd 
Sna  bi  dian  gad  ro  thu'n  Di 
Oir  (he  Dia  a  bheir  ni  dbuit. 
Coibhirle  do  Choibbirlin  Phail 
Na  deirig  an  Spairn  gad  dheoin. 

'S  bheir  mi  Coibhirle  cil'ort  fail 
'Scha  ni  bonn  iddir  as  taire 
Gad  gheibhidh  tu  ni  an  Doibhin 
Na  Copartich  e  rid  naire. 

COICHAIG    B.HOCHD    NA 
SHROINE. 

AChoichaig  bhochd  na  Sroine, 
A  nochd  as  bronich  do  Leaba  ; 
'Sma  bha  thu  ann  ri  Linn  Donnaghail 
Cha  *n  iunigh  ge  trom  leat  TaignCc 

2.  • 
Ach  anois  fon  ha  thu  aoifle 
Dianfa  'tfhaofid  ri(h  an  Tihagairt, 
Is  innifh  duinne  gun  Ecoir 
Gach  Sgeula  ga  bhuii  aggad. 

.3- 
'S  furifte  dhoibhfa  fliin  infe 
Gach  Lathidh  milte  do  reinnidh  : 

O  2  Ch'ji 
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Cha  drcinnls  riabh  Braid  na  Bregan 
Na  cloigh  na  Tearramad  a  bhrifte 
Ri'm  f  hear  fein  cha'd  dreinnis  lomluafc 
Gur  Caillich  bhochd  lunric  miftie. 

4- 
'S  coiftiidh  miftie  do'n  Darraig 
Bha  na  Faillain  anfan  Choinich 
vSiummad  Linn  a  chur  mi  robham, 
'Smi  Coichiiig  bhochd  na  Shroine. 

'Scuibhne  leom  Aliflir  Carrich 

'N  Duinne  as  ailloil  abha'n  A'Uabin, 

'Sminig  a  bha  mi  ga  ciftichd 

'Se  ri  reitiche  'n  Tuim  Tlheallaga. 

'     '  6. 

'S  Aonghas  a  thanig  na  dheothidh 
Cha  be  fhin  raoghin  bu  tairridh  y 
'Sann  fan  Fherfaid  abha  Bhunnadh 
Nuair  bha  MhuUin  air  Alt  Laradh. 

7- 
Siummad  Cogga  's  Creicha 
A  bha  'n  Lochabar  fan  uair  (hin, 
'Scait  an  ro  thufa  gad  f  haillich 
Eoin  bhig  na  malkgruamich. 

8. 
Gun  facca  mifti  a  na  Creichan 
'Siad  aig  dol  fheichid,  's  am  fuathas  ; 
Thug  mi  Ruaig  do  Choiridh  R.atha 
'S  bha  mi  Grauthin  an  Craigghuanich. 

9    . 

Creig  mo  Chroidhfe  chreig  ghuanich 
Chreig  fan  duair  mi  greis  dom  arich 

Chreig 


Chreig  nam  Mang  's  nan  Aighin  fhiubhlich 
Chreig  iular,  aighirch  f  heurich. 

lo. 
Chreig  bu  mhian  leom  bhi  ga  Taoghil, 
A  Chreig  mun  iathidh  an  f  haothid 
Far  am  binn  Guth  fallain  Ghaothir 
Aig  cuir  Graidh  ro  ghabhail  chuibhing, 

II. 
Sbin  a  Hioloran  fa  Bruachan  ; 
Sbinn  a  Cuachan,  fbinn  a  Healla 
'S  ceid  binne  na  fhin  an  Blaoghan 
A  ni  *n  Laodhan  meanibh-bhreac  ballich 

12. 

Gur  binn  leom  Torman  nan  Ofs 
R.i  Uiliin  nan  Garbh  bhean  cafs ; 
An  Ellid  bhirrich  as  caoil  Cofs, 
Ni  Clofs  fo  Dhuillich  ri  Teafs. 

.       .  13-    . 
'Saigintich  tshuilas  i*n  f  hriodh  ; 
Codil  cha  dian  I  fan  fmur ; 
Banfa  na  Leaba  fa  Taoibh 
Barr  an  Fhraoich  bhadanich  ghuirm. 

Cha  neil  Cheil  aic'  ach  an  Daibh ; 
SheV^Muime  dhith  Feur  as  Creibh  ; 
Mathair  an  Laoigh  Bhallabhric  mhir, 
Bean  an  Fhir  mhall-roisgich  ghlain. 

15 

Eillid  bhinnich  mheinnibh  bhreac  Bhrangich, 
Oghir  Eingich,  Uchd-re  Ard, 
Daibh  Croichd  cheannich  barrich  fciabhich 
Cronanich,  Cean-riathich  Dearg.  ♦ 

16.  Fo'n 
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i6. 

Fo*n  La  ruga  miflie  riabh 
Bha  mi'n  Cudichd  Fhiagh  as  Etrb 
'S  cha  fhaicca  Dhath  air  Bian 
Ach  Obhir,  as  Riaghich  as  Dcarg. 

17. 
Ga  mor  an  Cathibh  a  tann 
Strioc  a  bha  Mathair  an  fhinn 
Geiftichd  re  Shreothid  nan  Sonn  ; 
An  Daibh  donn  ga  Thabhan  le  Gleann. 

18. 
Loch  mo  Chriodhfe  Loch  treig 
Loch  mu  'n  faith ir  Feigh  as  Earb' 
Ga  bheil  an  Siioe  farfuing  reidh,. 
Mar  gu  high  Taoibh  aig  Mnai. 

'9 
Loch  mo  Chroidhfe  an  Loch  ; 
Loch  air  iumigh  an  Lach 
Gheibhte  fliud  ann  's  Ealla  bhan ; 
.'S  bithidh  iad  aig  Snaibh  ma  (heach. 

20. 
ChaM  iunfich  mife  an  Tiasgich, 
Bhi  ga  iarruidh  leis  a  Mhaothir  ; 
'Smor  gum  banfa  leom  a  Fiaghich 
'S  bhi  ihiubhal  nan  Sliagh  alt  Fhaoghar. 

21. 
*Setrom  an  obbir  an  Tfhealg 
'Seibhin  a  meamna  's  a  Beichd : 
*Smor  gum  banfa  leom  an  Fonn 
Na  Long  as  I  dol  fo  Beirt. 

22. 
Gad  nach  do  chleich  mi  a  bhi'  geiftichd 
Ri  Sheitrich  na  Muicce  M?raidh, 

Sminig 


Smlnig  a  Chuala  mi  moran 

Do  Chronanich  an  Daibh  allaidh. 

Mis'  a's  tus'  a  Ghaothir  Bhain 
Cha  'n  eidir  leinn  dol  do'n  Eillean 
Chaiir  {bin  an  Tathalch  fan  Dan 
As  bha  (bin  Grautbin  ri  Ceannal. 

24. 
Tbuga  Cboille  dhiots'  an  Earb, 
'S  thug  an  Tard  dbiomfa  na  Feigh  ; 
Cha  'neil  Mafladb  dhuin,  a  Laoich, 
Fo'n  luidh  an  aois  oim  gu  leir. 

25. 
Aois  cba  neil  tbufla  meichir 
Air  lein  nacb  tbeidir  do  tbeichne  : 
Cromidh  tu'n  Neicb  a  bhios  dirich, 
Bha  roidh  gu  mileante  Gaifte. 

26. 
Agus  giurricbe  tu  *T{baogbil     ^ 
Agus  caoliche  tu  Cbaffjin, 
'S  fagaidh  tu  Chlaiggan  gan  Deudlch, 
As  ni  thu  Edan  a  chaffidh. 

'Siumma  Neicha  bfhear  na  tbufla 
Dhag  mife  gu  turfich  annabban, 
'Sa  f  haoich  mi  as  a*t  {heiffibh 
Bha  roidb  na  Fhleifgicb  meamnich. 

28. 
Labbair  an  Aois  ris  a  rift, 
'Sritbin  a  tba  thu  a  leantal 
Air  a  Bhogba  Ibin  a  gbiulan, 
'Smatb  gun  fonigb  dhuit  an  ScifFag. 

29.  Bitbidh 
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^29. 

Bithidh  agadfa  an  ScifFag, 
Aois  tfhianail  na  Pleide  ; 
'S  mo  Bhogha  cha  naidh  thu  thaift 
A  Dhathis  na  thoirt  air  Egin. 

30- 
O's  mi  fein  as  fearr  an  airidh 
Air  mo  Bhogha  ro-mhath  Jughir, 
Na  thuffa  Aois  pheallich  oghar 
'Stu  'n  Oir  an  Tealiich  ad  tftiuigh. 

Aois  chon  Edinich  Ochar 
Tha  thu  Boghar  oghar  Ecidh 
Com  an  leighin  leis  an  Loghar 
Mo  Bhothidh  thoirt  uam  air  egin. 

32- 
She  Blaogh  mo  Bhogha  flieo'  muchd 
Le  Haoigh  moil  oghar  gur  hait ; 
Iftie  gionnail  's  mife  gruamich 
'S  fadda  leom  nach  buan  an  Tfhlait. 

33- 
'S  fadda  leom  nach  buan  a  Bhuighin, 
'S  gun  ann  ach  an  Ceo  dhe  'n  f  heothin 
O'n  faighimid  ol  as  Meoghaii. 
'Sleis  bo  mhianich  Ceol  nan  Gaothir. 

.34- 
Chuala  mi  mo  raoghin  Ceoil, 
Gairma  Ghaobhir  mhoir  aig  teachdj 
Daibh  aig  ftiiomanich  le  Gleannj 
*S  mialchoin  ann,  *s  iad  afs. 

35- 
Inneacha  De  ort  a  Thru, 
Com  <n  do  choir  thu  Cul  rifh  a  Ghleann  ; 

Aoin 


C     "3    ]       . 

Aoin  mhada  gad  chuir  gu  Heig, 
Agus  fhe  Meoir  dheig  air  do  cheann. 

36. 

Smuladach  bhi  (huibhal  Bheann 

Gun  Bhogha,  gun  fhreing,  gun  Chuth, 

Gun  fhiu  na  faide  bhi  ann 

*S  gun  f  hraoire  tean  aig  an  Hlhuil. 

37- 
Fagadar  Donuil  a  muigh 
Na  aonir  an  Taigh  nan  Fleigh, 
'S  gear  a  mhios  Guccag  air  bhuil ; 
Luchd  a  Chruidh,  (hud  iad  a  flaigh. 

.38 

Uaibh  cha  deid  mi  air  Tfhuillaim  : 
Olaidh  mi  e  Treig  mo  'tfhion-tfhath : 
Bonne  brifg-gheal,  ro-ghlan  fallain 
Fo  Tong*  an  Fheigh  a  ni  *n  Langan. 

39 
Mac  Annidh  ri  Raonil-mor 
A  mharaigh  am  Beinn  na  Feigh, 
Nach  dethigh  Aonir  am  Poit 
Mo  dhoigh  gur  Doinilich  e. 

40-   . 
Gur  Doinilich  gun  mhearichd. 
Am  Boinnigh  ro-ghlan  Gruaghich, 
*S  gad  ha  e  *n  draift  an  Tir-Chattain 
Gur  a  Dault  don  Chreig  Ghuanich  : 

41. 
Gur  a  Dailt  e  don  Chraig  ghuanich 
*S  fada  fo  chualas  an  Sheanchas  : 
Am  Boinnigh  ro-gheal  nach  theil  etich 
San  leat  a  Bhreighnichir  Bantrach. 

P  42.  Dhag 


•    42. 
Dhag  mi  fan  Ruthidh  (heo  tfhios 
Fear  bu  Duillich  dhoibhfe  bhas  : 
Strioc  a  chuir  mo  Thagra  an  cruas 
An  cluais  an  Daibh  Chabraich  an  fas. 

^  43 

Dhag  mi  ^n  Cill  Jufich  na  luithidh, 
Sar  Tfheallagair  na  Graidh  Deirge  ; 
Deas  Laimh  a  mharraigh  a  Bhraddain  ; 
Bu  mhaigh  e  an  Sabaid  Feirge. 

44. 
Chi  mi  Coire  Ratha  nam ; 
Chi  mi  Criiachan  fan  Bhein  bhreic  ; 
Chi  mi  Shrath  ofiin  nan  Fiadh  ; 
Chi  mi  Ghrian  air  maim  nan  Leic. 

45- 
Chi  mi  Shrath  Oiflin  a  Chruidh, 
Agus  Leittir  dhuth  nan  Sonn, 
Is  Coire  riathich  a  Mhaim 
Ann  trie  an  tug  mo  Laibh  ToIL 

Chi  mi  Beinibhais  gu  hard, 
San  Carn  Dearg  tha  Laibh  ri  Bunn ; 
Fa  Bonn  a  Chitar  am  Fraoich 
Mona  fada,  faoin  as  JVluir. 

.47-  .  ^ 

Chi  mi  fhin  fan  Scainnan  ruaidh 

An  taice  ri  Cean  Locha  treig, 

*Sa  Chrcig  ghuanich  mun  iagh  an  TflieaJg, 

'San  Grianan  ard  am  hi  na  Feigh. 

48. 
Chrcig  mo  Chriodhfe  Chreig  ghuanich 
As  ann  TuUich  Shlaittich  Chraoibhich, 

An 
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An  Tulllch  ard,  aluin,  Ghrianlch, 
As  cian  a  a  ghabhis  fon  mhaorich. 

49. 
Chi  mi  da  mheallan  nan  Ofs 
An  taibh  a  bhos  do  Choir*  a  Mhiltich 
*S  cur  Coinich  nan  Daibh  fheang ; 
*S  ionbhin  leom  an  Diu  na  chi  mi. 

50. 
O  chunnig  mi  fhibh  gu  leir 
Gabhidh  mi  fein  dibh  mo  Cheid, 
An  Ceid  as  faidde  ghabhas  riabh 
Pvifti  an  Fhiagh  da*n  ro  mo  Thoil. 
Mo  Bhothidh  cha  deid  air  ar  Sea  : 
*S  gu  La  bhrach  cha  leigis  Coin. 

DAIN  LE  EICHIN  MACLEOD  ANN 
UTHIST  CHINN  A  DEAS. 

MOCH  Maiddin  Cheitain  re  Ceo 
Nam  do'n  Ghrein  Togail  o  Nial, 
Chunnig  mi  Sheolla  fan  Bheinn 
'S  eibhin  re  eiftichd  mo  Sgial. 

Bha  Dearfa  le  Teafacur  Smuid 
A  Bruachan  mollach  a  Fraoich 
*S  bha  Dealra  nan  Gathanan  blath 
Cuir  Sceibh  air  Curinain  nara  Braoin. 

Bha  Dealt  aig  druchda  gu  grinn 
Nam  Scappidh  do  Dhughlichd  a  Cheo 
Na  Phaideran  air  an  Fhiar 
Mar  Dhoiman  fo  Sciabb  an  Oir. 

P  2.  Chunna 
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Chunna  mi  n*  Glean  foillair  uam 
'N  roibh  Eireachdas  bar  gach  gleann, 
Baurd  Ceilarich,  Ceolbhor  Fuaim 
Glaoghaich  nan  Cuach  os  a  Cheann. 

Bha  Abhan  aruidh  roidh  Gbleann 
Do  dh'fhior  f  hion  Uifge  nan  Ard 
Bu  lionbhor  Gealla-Bbraddan  luath 
Sciabh  Airgaid  ga  Shnuaigh  oir  a  Snaibh. 

Bba  maoghana  miltlch  Feoir 
Bu  mbealbhagich  Ditheanacb  Blath 
Air  gacb  Taibh  do'n  uifge  chruaidh 
Bu  luath  mu  Thuath  'se  ruigh  bailibh. 

Bha  Neonain  is  Soibhrach  gu  dlu 
Craibh  as  Biollare  aig  fas 
Ann  Ailanibh  cuiridh  fan  Loin 
'M  bu  lionbhor  Rofe  gcal  as  Dearg. 

Bu  Cheoilbhor  Ceillarich  Eoin 

Air  Ghriananibh  eirich  daii  Ajd 

A  fregra  a  Cheil  gu  grinn 

Cha*n  f  haighte  'n  Cuirt  Riogh  ni  b'fhear, 

Chunaig  mi  n'  Uaigneas  leis  fein 
Aig  eiftichd  ri  Toraghan  nan  Eun 
Thar  leom  do  'n  Chruiche  beo 
An  aon  Duinn'  oig  a  bailie  Sgcibh. 

O  nach  ro  do  Dh  'f  hear  a  chach 
Ach  Eflih  is  mi  fein  fan  Ghleann, 
Smuaintich  mi  gun  gabhain  8ceil 
Cia  e  fein  nam  faithin  de  Caint  ? 

Thainige  gu  Toftich  mall 
Gu  faidnich,  foiftnich  ciuin 
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'S  labhair  e  Ofgairrigh  reidh, 
Ghabhail  Sgeula  thainig  thu  ? 

Mas  math  leat  Naighichd  thoirt  uain 
Gu  mathibh  Allabin  gu  leir 
Aibhric  gu  geur  fadda  uait 
'S  chi  thu  na  Sloigh  nan  Ian  Fheirg.  • 

Chunaig  mi  'n  Fhairge  mar  Choille, 
Le  Crannibh  Loingis  lan-ard, 
Le  Brattachin  Ainneafich  ur 
Air  leom  gu  bann  as  ann  Spain. 

Chunaig  mi  Caibhlich  ro  mhor 
Gu  gaireach  gabhail  gu  tir, 
Bu  Luchd-bhor  lan-aibhfich  iad 
Suaicheantas  Francach  nan  Crainn. 

Thanig  ni  Sluaigh  fliin  gu  Tir 
'S  cha  b'uigneach  an  gluaild  fo  Tfliraigh, 
Bha  Labhach  nan  Cannan  fan  fuaim 
A  gluafid  air  Chrith  nam  Beann  ard. 

Theid  faragra  feo  Bhrettin  gu  leir 
Eiridh  gu  Feachd  Fir  gu  leoir : 
Chi  fhibh  na  Gaighail  aig  triall 
Le  Rioghalichd  mar  bu  choir. 

Chuala  mi  Caoillich  a  Gairm 
'S  e  triaulidh  a  Sciathin  gu  cruaidh  ; 
'S  huirt  an  Duinne  math  Ihin  riom 
Nach  cluin  thu  Diuc  na  Hairde  Tuath. 

Chunig  mi  tighin  air  thus, 
Stiuartich,  Cinnidh  an  Rioch, 
Nam  Bocanibh  Giurig  fan  Leirg 
Dhearg  an  Airm  le  fuil  fan  ftrith. 


Thanig 
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Thanig  Clann  Doibhnull  na  delgh 
Mar  Chonnibh  Connaghidh  gun  Bhiagh, 
Nam  Beirrichin  guinniche  geur 
All  Gualibh  a  cheile  gu  Gniobh. 

Baluin  deallabhich  am  Breid  Sroil 
Air  a  chcangil  ri  Crann  caoil, 
'N  raibh  Caiftcal,  as  Braddan  as  Loing 
Laibh-dhearg,  as  Tullair,  as  Craobh. 

Bha  Fraoich  osciun  {hin  gu  hard 
Ceangilt  am  Bar  a  Chrainn  chaoil, 
Bha  fhin  ann  as  Leobhan  dearg 
'S  cha  b'aite  Tearramaid  a  Chraois. 

Thairnigh  na  Sluaigh  air  Sliagh  Fife 
An  coinnibh  re  Cath  a  chuir, 
Thuair  iad  profniche  fior  mhear 
Thug  eiridh  le  Buirbe  nam  Fuil. 

Chlannibb  milidh,  mofglibh 
Somalte  cian  air  Caddil, 
Teannibh  re  diughailt  Chuil-oddir 
Dh'att  na  Fiachan  (heo  fadda. 

Toifichibh  gu  Hardanich 

Gu  bras  Rioghail  mordhalich  ; 

Gu  mear-leimnich  dearg-chnoighcach 

Gu  luath-labhach  tromma-bhuillich. 

Gu  thaigintich  intinich 
Gu  h'ann-athach,  nabhadach ; 
Gu  mion-chuibhnich  digheaitich  j 
Gu  farr-fhiata,  an-trocarich. 

Gun  Tearmad  gun  Mhathanas, 

Gun  Ath-truas,  gun  Bhuighechas,         Gun 
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Gun  Iminigh,  gun  Eaggil, 

Gun  Ubhail,  gun  Fhaiccil.  ^ 

Gun  Fhiabh  gun  Ain-mhifnich  ; 
Gun  Churam  gun  Ghealtichd, 
Gun  eiffimail  gun  nibhlichd 
Gun  Atha  do  Nabhaid, 
Ach  aig  gabhail  roi  thoitt  Fudir 
A  cofnath  na  Cath-larich, 

Chunnaig  mi  air  ieth  fo  Chach 

Tri  Leobhin  a  b'f  hairfuing  Craos, 

Thug  iad  tri  fcairtain  co  ard 

As  fcain  Creiggin  aig  meid  nan  Glaodh. 

Bha  Leobhan  diu  (bin  air  Chreag-ghuirm 

Ga  'n  Ainm  Eon  Muideartich  oig 

O'n  Chaiftcal-Tirrim  'fo  Bharg 

Do  Shliochd  nan  Collaidh  bu  bhorb  Colg, 

Thog  Shean  Leobhan  liath  a  Cheann 
Na  Chos-R-ioghail  an  Duin-tuilm 
Gam  bu  Shean-Eireachdas  riabh 
Buaidh  nan  Sliabh  an  Cas  a  Chruin. 

Thainig  an  treas  Leobhan  dhiu 
On  Choill  To  Gharraigh  nam  B-a're, 
'S  dhordich  iad  part  gan  cuid  Sluaidh 
Dhol  a  fliiolac  a  na  Mairibh. 

San  an  fhin  a  thaogh  iad  OiBgich  an-dia- 
ghidh,  An-trocarich,"  an-aobhidh,  an-athach, 
an-iochdar,  Eghain  aonghas  a  bhara  a  'h  Eigi- 
neig,  Calum  Crofta  a  Gruilin,  Eothin  lorgalta 
a  Cragabhaigi  Dughal  Baliach  a  Gollabaidh, 

Nial 
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Nial  Eangara  a  Raimifigearraidh  's  Dobhnii 
Dugharra  a  Gearros.  Agus  thaogh  iad  Cui- 
deachda  Bhrotbach,  Bhoddach  dhana  Hoiffi- 
gich  (hin  gam  bairm  chosnidh  's  Chatha  Spaid- 
din  's  Sluafaidain  gu  tilichde  na  Mairibh  's 
glannigh  na  Harraich. 

ORAN  TEAS AICH  LE  lOIN  M'CODRUM. 

I 

SMISE  cbeannicb  Geall  na  Cairichd 
Bha  edir  mi  fein  fa  Chailich ; 
Bhuinig  i  orm  Brigh  mo  Bharra 
Cul  mo  Chin  a  Chuir  ri  Talibb. 
'M  f  bull  as  'm  f  beoil  thug  I  dhiom ; 
ChuIr  i  Cronan  nam  Chliabb 
Bi'n  drocb  Cobbail  damh  Bhiaft 
Bbi  na  Thoireachd  ort  Dia. 

2 

Cbuiri  Boil*  am  Cbeann  *s  bu  mboir  i 
Faiccin  Dhaone  marabh  is  beotha, 
Coifaibhlas  Heftor  of  Troy, 
'S  na  Gaifgich  bha  *n  Airm  na  Roibhe. 
Chaiilich  dhuifeacb,  cbrom  cbiar 
Tha  Ian  Tualis  's  Bhriag  : 
Chuir  mi  'm  Bruaid  lain  gacb  lal 
Chuir  air  fuadich  mo  Chial. 

3 

Sbochd  a  thug  I  dhoibh  'fe  am  Faobhar 
Mi  gun  Luidh  air  Buan  na  Ceangeal 
Mo  Cheann  ifil  's  mi  nam  Loidhe  , 
Bruite,  tinn  as  Scios  am  Chraithibh, 

Tha 
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Tha  mo  Chrabhin  co  Sci 
Mar  gun  Sathar  iad  dhiom, 
Gu  bheil  am  patha  gam  chlaoidh 
'S  Thraithin  Abhan  ga  meid. 

4 
*S  bochd  an  Taite  Leab'  an  Fhiabhrais  ; 
Fafaidh  tu  gu  fadde  riabhich, 
Glaggich,  lagg  's  tu  fad  an  larbholl, 
Gann  do  dh'f  hailt  as  pailt  do  dh'f  hiafaig? 
Pailt  do  dh'f  hiaf^ig  gun  TIachd 
Chuir  am  Bial  an  droch  Dhreich ; 
Deoich  na  Biagh  theid  a  fteach 
A  dha-trian  Int*  aig  ftad. 

S 
Bidh  Bhonaid  dha  urrid  fa  bba  i 
Air  Uachdair  Currichd  nach  aluin  ; 
Cluafan  gun  Uir-eafbhuidh  fafa; 
Ann  Ceann  co  lorn  ri  Clar-Dearna. 

Cha  'be  'n  Companich  caobh 

Dhag  CO  lorn  e  's  co  maol 

Reinn  mo  Chom  mar  Phreas  caoil 

Ach  Mac  faibhla  dha  'n  Taoig. 
6 
Bigh  am  Muneal  fadda  fcthich 
Taiifnachan  mar  Cbabbir  Cleibba, 
Skiftin  Glaggich  air  Bheg  Speirid, 
Glunin  aig  tachis  re  Cheile. 

Glunin  geara  gun  Neirt ; 

lad  CO  ciar  ris  a  Chairt; 

TucoCrebhidhfanCait; 

B'f  hear  an  1  eig  gad  Sgath  as. 

a  7  An 
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1 

An  Cota  fas  ata  gun  lionadh ; 
'N  ToiTan  rochdach  'their  dhroch  f  hiara 
Caoil  da  Chois  as  nochdam  Pliathan 
Inghin  co  fad'  ri  Cat  6aghaich, 
Traighin  fiaradh  gun  Suth 
Fo'n  da  Shliafaid  gun  Lu, 
Ga  pailt  Lia  dhoibh  (heich  Lunn 
Cho  bhean  Fiar  dhoibh  nach  Lub. 
8 
Bigh  tu  coflach  ri  fearr  mifge. 
Gun  Deur  ol,  gun  aon  Dad  Iche 
Chion  nach  bi  fiUth  nad  dha  Ifgid  5 
Tuilhg'  an  nunn  fa  nann  gu  tuittim. 
Bigh  tu  'd  Shiachaire  lagg 
Ceann  na  Shithe  gun  Ncirt, 
Ann  ad  Ghniobh  cha  bhi  TIachd 
Nad  Chuis  Mhi-laoin  air  fad. 

C  R  I  O  C  H. 

DIOMMALLADH  PIOB  A  DHOIBH- 
NUIL  BHAIN. 


CHaint  a  thuirt  Ian,  gun  labhair  e  eearr  I 
'Seigin  dhuin  aicheadh  is  paigheadh  dh'a 
Chinn, 
Dh*fhageMacCruimman,ClannduiliisTearlach 
Is  Doibhnuil  Ban  a  tharruing  gu  prios. 
Orm  as  beig  Moran  Sgcig 
Agus  BIcid  Cboibhradb, 

Thu 
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Thu  labhairt  na  Hurrid, 

'Snach  burrin  thu  choifehdich, 
Ach  pilleadh  gu  ftolda  far  *n  du  thoifich  a  dian. 

2. 
Ancualthuco'nurrimanTaibhfadoLuInduin, 
Air  naPiobarin  uille  *be  MacCruimain  an  riogh. 
Re  Poncanin  Ailin  ab*fhonnare  Failte  : 
Tharnuidh  an  Caileachd  gu  Slainte  fear  tinn. 

Caifmeachd  Bhinn, 

*Si  bras  dian, 

Ni  Taib  is  Fiobh  f  hogradh 

Gaifge  is  Cruadal 

Tha  Bhuaidh  air  an  Oifich 

Muim  uaifil  nan  Leodi(:h 

Ga  fpreodidh  le  Spid. 

3- 
A    mhairifgeach  fpoirfail   bhaig  Tearlich  ga 

pogadh,^ 
An  Failigan  ceolor  is  boiche  Guth  Cinn, 
Tha   na   Gaigheil  co   deighail  air  a  Marran 

a  dheifteachd 
*Sna  bheil  anDun-edin  doLuchd  Bcurla  air  Tx. 
Breac  nan  Dual  *s  neartor  Fuainij 
Bas  an  Ruaig-nabhad 
Lcis  *m  bu  Cheoil  leiddurc 
Feiddil  nan  Spaintich, 
Luchd  Dheiflichin  madir 
Bhith  craitt'  air  dhroch-dhiol. 

4.  V    ,   [duili 

Nan  cluinte  ann  an  Muille  mar  dh*fhagu  Clann 

Chabuillair  leTf  heuil  bhi  air  mullichdoCbinn,' 

Shi  bu  ghreddainte  Deallachin  air  Deas-laibh 

na  Harramachd 

0^2  Aig  brebb** 
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Aig  breibbe  nan  Gairbh-phort  bu  Sheirbh  a- 
dol  ftiios.    * 

Creich  nach  gann,  fhibh  gun  Chcann, 
Fo  Bhruid  thean  Sheorruift, 
Luchd  na  *m  Beul  fiara 
Gar  piana  *s  gar  fogra 
Rein  iad  le  foirneart 
Bhuir  Coir  abhuinn  diobh. 

.     .     .     -S^- 
ChatugthutaingiddirdoBhrisgirdichThearlichj 
*Mach  o  f  hear  Bhali  bhi  ghna  air  a  Thi, 
Mhol   thu  Chorra-ghlioggich  nach  diggeadh 

a  baidfe, 
Ach  deanan  beg  Grain,  na  Maim  do  dhroch 
Shiol     . 

Shaoll  thu  fuaa  Maon  gun  Ghruaim 
Craobh  nam  Buaidh  Ceolbhor, 
Churridh  Fonn  fo  na  Oreiggin 
Le  Breabbadich  Mheorin 
*Snach  f  hulligidh  O  Dreochim 
A  thogbhail  a  Cinn. 

Cha  *n  fhaigh  a  Chuis  Bhuird  ad  Tall  am  bi 

muirn, 
Ach  a  air  a  Mucha  le  Dudan  's  le  Suidh, 
Cha  bhi  Caithir  aig  Doibhnuil  *s  cha*n  eirich 

e  cobhnard, 
Ach  Suidh  air  an  t*  fhorn  'a  Sopag  ri  Dhruim, 

Plaigh  Bhlaoigh  Puirt, 

Gar  Droch  Dhuis, 

Faile  Cuirp  bhreote, 

Cecil  tha  co  fcreatidh, 

Ei  fcreiddil  nan  Rocus^ 
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Na  laiTai  a  nin  oga 
Bhiodh  leont'  a  chion  Bigh. 

.  7- 
Nach  gaift^chuisbhuird  abhicreitrichairUrlar, 
Gun  phronnidh  air  Luth,  gun  fhiubhlich  lin 

grinn, 
'Sparradh  Odraoichin  an  lurrabal  Odrochin, 
•Sparradh  Odroch  a  Ton  Odrobhi. 

Mall*  caoil  cam  le  h  aofg  Rann, 
Gaoth  mar  ghreann  Reota, 
Roidh  na  Tuile  f  hiara, 
Nach  dianich  na  Meorin, 
Nach  tuigair  air  Doigh, 
Ach  Otheoin  as  Othi. 
8. 
Diuthigh  nam  Fiuidh  bh'aig  Tubal  Cain, 
Nar  bheinne  puirt  Ghaighlig'sa  dh'aluichc  e 

phiob, 
Bha  ITammai  fo'n  Uifge  nar  dhruidde  an  aire 
Thaichir  dhi  crabhadh  fo  uifge  's  fo  Ghaoidh. 
■         Thainig  Smug  's  Dufs 
An  fna  Duis  bhreote, 
lummadach  Drochaid, 
Ga  Stoppa  na  Scornan, 
Db'fhag  I  le  Cronan 
Odrochin  gun  Bhriodh.  ^ 

9- 
Bha  I  Iheal  uair'  aig  Maolruanidh  O  Dornan, 
Churreagh  Mio-dhoigheal  far  ordu  na  Fuinn, 
Bha  I  Greis  aig   Mac-pheatraifa  (heinna  na 

Dain, 
Nartheirig  a  Chlairfach  'sa  dhailnich  a  priofh. 
Sheid  Balaam  na  Mai, 
O'sna  Chraibh-chrian  i,  Shearg 
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Shearg  I  le  Tabhan 
Sheachd  Cathan  nam  Fiantaidh, 
Shi  lagguich  a  chiad  Uair 
Neirt  Dhiarmaid  as  Dhuil. 

lO. 

Turrarich  an  Dolois,  bha  treis  aig  Ian  og  gbi, 
Choift  I  Rhibhaidcn  Conlich  na   Choibhnidh 

leNi, 
Bha  I  Coir  as  Sheachd  Bliana   na  hatharais 

bhia  loin, 
Aig  Mac  Eachan  ga  riailidh  air  Sliabh  Chnoc- 
an  Lin. 
An  Fhiuigh  (heann  nach  duifg  Geann, 
'Ghnuis  nach  glan,  Coibhdach, 
Smairg  dha'm  bu  Leannan 
A  Chrannalich  Dhoinidh, 
Chaitte  Grain  Eorna, 
Leis  na  dh'f  honadh  dhith  'Ghaoidh. 
II. 
Mun  currir  fa  Hinnil  Corrabhinnich  na  Glao- 

thich, 
'Sinneagh  air  Eadich  na  f  heimas  I  Shnadh  : 
Cha  bheg  a  Chuis    Dheiftin  bhi  'geiflichd  a 

Garraich 
Dhianidh  I  aognidh  an  Taibh  a  bhigh  bla. 
Riafladh  phoirt,  Scriachail  Dhofs, 
Fhir  an  Droch  Shaotbir, 
Bheir  I  chiad  Eibhe, 
Ri  Sheidigh  a  Gaothidh, 
Mar  Rongan  Ba  caoile, 
'Si  faotin  a  Bhais. 

12. 

Beith  an  lunframaid  ghlaggich  air  a  dubladh 
an  Craiccin,  Cha'n 
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Cha'n  f  huirich  i'n  Ailtibh  gun  Cearcal  ga  tadh, 
'Sheirbhe  na  Gabhan  ri  Tauthin  a  Cruin-luath, 
'NTrompaida  dhusgeadh  gach  Judas  huair  bas. 

Mar  chom-gearraidh  gachraidh, 

Sheididh  Ian  Gaothidh, 

Turrarich  nach  urra  mi 

Tuinnal  a  dhinfe,        • 

Ach  Roddain  a  Shianail 

Na  Sgiabhail  Loidh  (oig). 

13- 

Com  caite  na  Curra  as  Tachda  na  munneal, 
Meolr-traifte  gun  f  hurriscurTruilluin  an  Dan, 
Sheinnidh  a  Bhrollich  le  Sollus  an  Eolain, 
Ruidhle'  gun  Ordon  ao  Coibhnuidh  airLar, 

An  Aognidh  Lorn,  Gaoth  roidh  Tholl, 

Gair  gun  f  honn  Coibhruig, 

Thaifliche  Cruadal,  fa  luath  aiche  Teol- 

Ga  Beichdail  Don-dochuis  [tachd, 

Mu*n  t*{horn  am  bi  Ghraifg. 

Bcith   Gaoth  a  mhail  ghroddaidh,    cur  gaoir 

ann  fna  Doffibh, 
Idaonan  naTrottan  ri  proppadh  odra,  [Ochdar, 
Beith  Shiunfair  caol  crochta  fo  Chaonaig  aig 
'Struth  ftaonag  ga  ftoppadh  cuir  dhroch-cheoil 
na  thaibh. 
Fuaim  mar  Ghlag  dh'f  huadich  Eafeh 
Duan  chuiras  Frithidh 
Cha  'n  abair  mi  tuille 
Ri  Dio-molladh  Pioba 
Ach  a  leiggeadh  a  Chluintin 
Gun  thill  mi  Mac  phail. 
CRIOCH. 

Otho 
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OTHQ.  RATTI. 

Otho  'Ratti,  ohi  Ratti,  O  hoRatti  nan  Cloithin, 
Bu  luath  Ratti  le  Chuag  ChafTin, 
Re  cruaigh  Shncichda  gun  Bhrogin. 

Fearr  mor  foineanta,  cruaidh  fconnainte, 
Cual  Chonnidh  is  Cruach  Bhoine. 

Bi  Shiofla  Cota  as  bigh  Brigais  ort 
Agus  Shiflar  gud  Fheofaig. 

CUACHAG   AN   FHASICH. 
I 

AMhannarich  mhigich 
She  do  Ghaoil  thug  do'n  Tir  mi; 
Smath  thig  Laibhinin  Shididli 
Air  do  bhin-bhafibh  Bana. 

2 
'Smor  bo  bhinne  bhi  'teiftichd, 
'S  tu  bleothin.na  Sprethidh, 
Na'  Smeorich  fan  Chetain, 
Am  Bar  Geig  ann  an  Fas-choil. 

3  . 
*S  nar  Iheinnigh  tu  Chaoilleag 
A  leiggail  Mairt  an  an  Caollidh,  ^ 

Dhaillaigh  lalaidh  gach  Daore 
A  dheifticht  Caorril  do  Mharraiii. 

4 
*Sga  b'f  honnar  an  lubhil 
'Sa  Tcudan  an  Rithidh, 
She  bheiridh  Daibhs'  air  gach  Criothidh 
Cecil  Nighin  na  Tharigh. 

5  Cecil 
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Ceoil  farifte  fir  bhinn, 
Fonnar,  farrumich,  dianich, 
A  'tfhein  an  Callin  donn  Migich 
A  bheirigh  Bigidh  air  Mairnibh. 

6 
'S  gum  bu  mbothar  mo  Bheidrich     . 
A  tin  do'n  Bhualidh  mu  'n  Eidridh, 
Sheibh  flieang-chorpich  Beitir 
As  Buarich  Greffid  a  Thail  aic\ 

7 
'S  ciatlcb  nualan  na  Gruagicli 
A  Bleoghin  cruigh  ghualin, 
A  fteolligh  Bain'  ann  an  Cuacbaig 
'S  boghar  uaim  aig  a  blaribh. 

8 
Da  mhao-bbois  bu  ghrinne, 
Fo*n  da  Ghairdean  bu  ghille, 
Nar  a  (hint  iad  gu  Sgillail 
Gu  Shinninin  f  haifge. 

9     , 

Glaic  gbeal  a'  braird  gleothir 
A  Stealligh  Bain'  an  Cuaich-bhleotbin, 
A  fheinn  nan  Luinneag  bog  fheothich 
Na  fuidh  an  Gothil  na  Biaraig. 

10 
Do  Chuil  amkgicb,  teudich, 
Buciicb,  fecrnanich,  ceit^cb, 
Do  Chrobhin  na  Geigidh 
A  Cheppidh  gieitich  a  Ian  diu, 

II 
Chuirlgh  mail'  air  do  Leirfin 
Ann  ^n  Maiddin  druic  Cheatain 
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Na  Gathanin  Greine 
A  thig  fo'd  theid  Chuil  cas  falnich 

12 

Bheiridh  Dulan  na  Greine 
A  dearfa  moch  air  Oir  'tfheidin, 
'S  gum  b'ait  leom  ra  a  Icirfin 
Boifgidh  eibhin  Cuil  Mairidh. 

13 
'S  taitnich  Shiubhal  a  Cualain 
Ga  chrathidh  mu  Cluafibh, 
A  toirt  Muigh  air  Sop  Luachrich 
An  Taigh  Buail  an  Gleann  fafich. 

A  Munneal  geal,  boigheach, 
Mu'n  iathidh  an  Toimir, 
'Sa  Dhath  fein  air  gach  Sheorfa 
Chite  Dorte  ro  Bragid. 

Nar  a  tboiggidh  I  Bhuarich, 
Cuach  as  Currafan  na  Bualidh, 
Be-coltach  a  Gluafid 
Ri  Guanaig  na  Shraide. 
16 
Da  Chalapana  memnich 
Mar  Phillaran  marrabil, 
Choi-ghile  re  Canichain 
Chinnidh  fanna-gheal  'fna  Blaraibh. 

'  .17 

Tha  deirg  e  's  gile 
Cleichd  an  Gruaghin  na  FinnCj» 
Beiil  min  mar  an  Tihirift 
Ga  milis  thig  failte. 


Mar 
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Mar  phairc  thaitnlch  don  Ibhi 
Tha  Deudach  na  Righin, 
Gur  hi'n  Donnaghealach  fmidcach 
'S  ro  mhiog-fhuilich  failte. 

'STRIC  MO  SHUIL  AIR  AN  LINNIDH. 

^O  TRIC  mo  Shuil  air  an  Linnidh 

||^   ^S  Air  an  f  hirich  as  airde, 
'Stric  mo  Shuil  air  mo  dheothidh 
•'She  mo  raoghin  an  Ti  dh'fhag  mi. 
Chuir  mo  Leannan  a  Chuil  riom 
'S  chuir  e  churam  air  Baite, 
Ceid  forruidh  do'n  Fhleifgich 
Dhailibh  ma  Fheafgar  air  Sail  uain. 
Gad  a  dhuilt  thu  dhoibh  'n  Teafleag,  ^^ 

Riogh  gu'm  faicce  mi  flan  thu. 
Gad'  gheiittich  thu  Rum  dhoibh 
Cha  bo  Diubhail  mi'd  Bhaite. 
'Stric  bha  mi  's  tu  fugra 
Ann  an  Buthan  na  Raimhe, 
Ann  an  Coillidh  nam  Baddan  ; 
Stric  a  ghlaic  thu  air  Laibh  mi, 
'S  cha  be  t  Fhuath  thug  dhoibh  t'  eittich 
Ach  mi  bhi  Teiftail  mu  m'  Naire. 
Ach  ma  chaidh  thu  nun  tharis 
Dh'  f  hios  na  Caill  tha'n  Dun-fcaich. 
Struagh  a  Ghaoil  nach  tu  ghcothidh  I 
Fuar  fothidh  an  deis  a  bathaidh, 
'S  gach  Bean  a  Chaidh  luaidh  riut 
Bhi  fan  Uaigh  o  chionn  Rathaigh. 
Ach  miflie  bhi  fallain 
'S  thufa  marthiont  na'd  lainte. 

R  2  Ufs 
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Ufs  as  mifh*,  a  Laoigh  ghaolich, 
Bhi  nar  naonar  am  Fafich. 
Shinn  bhi'n  Eillain  nar  Dithlfl 
She  mo  Chriodh  ta  'n  Geall  air, 
Ach  a  Riogh  Mhoir  a  Chrunnidh 
Cum  na  Thurigh  's  na  Thamh  e. 
Gus  an  dian  iad  Caoil  Muille 
Lulchd  fuliuing  an  Aibhraidh, 
Luchd  dirigh  nan  Stuaghin 
Air  Muir  Ruaidh  nan  Tonn  airdc, 
Tha  Gaoth  mlior  air  an  Latha 
'S  uifge  reamhar  trom  tla  ann. 
Tha  do  Bhreachdan  fluich  fuinnar 
Ge  be  lonnad  'n  do  thamh  thu  : 
'Struaigh  gun  'm  edicha  Ghaoil  agad 
Gu  moch  Maddin  a  Marich. 
'Se  bhi  rithift  gun  f  hies  uait 
Sheal  mun  fiofriche  Cach  e- 
'3he  do  Bhreachdan  ur  uafail 
A  Chum  an  fuac  uam  'fmi  *m  phaifte, 
\Stric  a  chum  thu  mi  tiorrum 
O  Shiligh  nan  ard  Bheann. 

Mar  f  hadadh  Teine  fo  Loch, 

Mar  Thiorramachidh  Cloich  an  Cuann, 

Coibhirle  tboirt  air  Mnaoie  bhurb, 

Mar  iihuiir  Uird  air  laran  fuar. 

lURRAM  NA  SCiOBARICHD,  LE  MAC 

MHIC  MHURCHAIDH  MHIC  CAOIN- 

NICH  AN  LEOTHIS. 

(^  UR  neo  flioicrich  ido  Cheim,  air  Chapil 
^         na  Leim, 
'bcha  f  hrcgrar  leat  'm  fheim  air  Choir. 
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2 
,Cha  ghiulain  In  cein  ach  aon  aris  i  fein 
*S  gun  cuirigh  I  feim  air  Lon. 

.3    .      .     . 
Cha  bionnin  's  mo  Lair,  air  Lmnidh  nam  barc^ 
Bhidh  do  Ghiilin  do  ghna  cuir  Bhod. 

4  [dol  fuas, 

lubhrich  flioicricb  a  Chuan,  d  an  Cliu  toifTich 
Giubbis  dofrich  nan  Buaigh  fo  Shcoil. 

5 
Reba  Mara  gu  diu,  Obheil  fcair  's  Suigh, 
'N  deis  a  barra  gu  thur  o'n  Ord. 

6 
Ruidh  Cholp'e  air  a  blar  *s  i  druitte  gu  bard, 
'S  gum  bo  Chruit  leom  a  Gair,  fo  Sheoii. 

7 
O  aiggeal  nan  Gleann,  gu  Baiddeal  nan  Beann, 
Bhigh  Sadan  's  Deann  ma  Shroin. 

8 
Shid  lagam  mo  Sbuidh,  's  i  na  ruidb  air  a  Gba- 
Gun  Bhirribh  ri  Taoibh  's  i  failibh.         [oidb, 

.      9         . 

'S  nar  a  gbabba  mid  mu  thaibh  ann  an  Calla- 

puirt  fheibh, 
Cha  'b  f  baillain  fo'r  Laibh  na  Roin. 

10 
Bhigb  air  Sgeinnin  gle  gbeur,  gu  feunnich  an 
'S  cha  'bannas  an  Gleus  ud  oirn.  f  heig, 

II 
Bhigh  Saill  an  Daibh  Mhoir,  fo'r  naileas  's  fo'r 
'S  e  air  fagail  a  Luidh  fan  Cheo.  [roin 

12 
Shin  as  Eillid  nan  Beann,nach  tearnigh  gu  Glean 
Gun  Cheilarin  teann  na  Lorg.  13  Be 
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.    .   .        *5 

Be  ftiud  m'aitbir  s  mo  Bhian  gad  aghlas  air  mo 

Chiabh, 
'S  cha  be  n't  fhlalttag  nan  Tfhrlan  bhi  'm  dhorn. 

14 
Fhir  -a  dhimichis  an  lar,  fo  nach  cintich  mo 
Bith'g  infcadh  gur  Blian  gach  Lo.  [thrial^ 

Their  mo  Shorruidh  a  nun  a  ghiunfaidh  an 
Far  am  faite  no  Suinn  aig  ol.  J^f huinn, 

16 
Luchd  Lurich  is  Lann  churidh  Cul  ri  bhi  gann, 
'Sa  bhidh  Cliutich  an  am  an  Oil. 

Gu  Commun  mo  Buin  nach  cromma  fan  Chuil, 
Nam  trommachadh  dhuin  air  ol. 

18 
Gun  Ardan  gun  Strith,  gun  Airibh  air  Ni, 
Gun  Sarradh  air  Fion  na  Beoir. 

Ceoil  File  nar  Cluais  o'n  Eoin  f  hinealte  Shuaire, 
O'n  bu  mhifle  cuir  Dhuan  air  failbh. 
C  R  I  O  C  H. 

ORAN  GAOIL,  LE  MAC  MHIC  RAO- 
NUILL. 

I 
f^  XTR  a  Muladich  tba  mi,  faim. 

\jr  '-^ha  mo  Leannean  air  fas  rium  an  Gru- 
Ar.  Te  bha  'm  R.uin  fo  chion  tammil, 
Tha  fearr  eille  ea  meallidh  fud  uam. 

^  Tha 
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Tha  mi  faoin  air  mo  Leabidh, 

'S  gur  etrom  air  Chaddil  mo  Luaidh  : 

Tha  Lion  duth  orm  a  druthidh, 

'Stric  Shnithigh  mo  Tfhuil  oir  mo  Ghruaigh. 

2 

Mu  mhnaoidh  ur  nan  Gruaidh  daite, 

'S  na  Ciabhagan  Cafan  f  huilt  reidh, 

Liom  as  binne  do  Choibhra 

Na  gad  chluinte  Guth  Smeorich  air  Gheig. 

Gur  firghlan  a  dh'fas  thu 

Guth  mar  Thorman  fo  Clarfigh  nan  Teid, 

'Stu  mo  Chruit  thair  gach  Fithil 

Ga  bhuil  Tuifg*  air  gach  ni  tha  fo*n  Ghrein. 

3 
Gun  tug  Moire  gheal  Cuibh*n*  ort 
Ann  an  Cairrichd  na  Cuibhie  manguirt  j 
Bean  taogaifg  cha'n  lul  do 
Cul  Bachlagich  Lub-bhuidh  nan  Cuach. 
Ann  an  Ibhaigh  's  an  abhic 
Ann  an  Uirigle  Stathidh  le  ftuaim, 
Tha  thu  faffainte  fir-ghlioc, 
Cialich,  Corparidh,  Ihibhailte,  fuairc. 

4 
'S  mar  a  mife  do  Chele 
'Struaigh  nach  ro  mi  fan  Ephait  ar  Chali, 
Nan  Tailibh  toll  as  nach  eirin. 
Nan  Cruifte  nan  Clerich  ud  thai! : 
Cha  ghearranin  Bas  dhoibh 
Nan  cuirte  fo'n  f  had  mi  ro'n  am  : 
Ach  Sugra  mo  Leannain 
Bhigh  aig  Umidigh  Ballich  gan  Taing. 


GHAILBH 
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GHAILBH   AN  GOTHIDH. 

SHin  nar  huirt  Fearr  Ruigh  'n  Dunain, 
Dhuine  Bheil  as  Dhruid  e  Shuilin, 
'Laibh  na  Feilidh  bheirin  Cruin  dhuit 
Air  fon  Unfa  dheth  'n  Tom  othir. 

Shin  nar  labhair  am  Baiiidh, 
Theid  mi  Chillidh  Ruigh  'mairich, 
Reice  mi  fearr  dhu  na  Paiftin 
Air  fon  mo  Tfliath  dhen  Tomoghar* 

Dhailbh  an  Goibha  's  loifge  Cheardich, 
'Reice  e  Bhriggisbha  ma  mhaifibh  : 
Cha  dage  dad  an  roibh  ftath  in't 
Ach  fheana  Bhuntate  JDha  air  Reothidh 

C  R  I  O  C  H. 

AULTICH    AN   TSNAOSAIN. 

FAilt  oirt  fein  a  Bhogais, 
'S  do  Chieite  mhath  ma  riut, 
Tombacca  math  birich  donn 
Churrigh  Breime  e  Gearran. 

Air  a  lommigh  air  a  phronnigh  ; 
Air  a  Chuir  ri  Teine, 
A  Sheichnigh  an  Troin, 
'S  a  rigidh  an  Teannachin,  , 

Bheirigh  an  Tanam  fan  Chaillich 
A  Chailligh  fochion  iheichd.Bliana. 
Nach  heil  arc  fuail  na  Tiunta  Brammigh, 
Na  ghne  ghalair  'tha  'n  Aoire  Duine, 
Nach  curridh  e  as  a  dhebin  na  dhaindeoin. 

Sheo 
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Sheo  oirt  a  Shroin, 
Fregair  a  Thoin 
Math  ?m  plibbirnich  Sriaofm 
Amen,  a  Bhoxa. 

lie  marabh  f  haifg  air  a  mhifg, 

Dfhag  i  mi  fo  Dhrip  gu  brach, 

tthift  'chuir  i  dh'  f  hifrin  Shios      . 
Mi  fein  's  Nial  Mac  Dhonuil  Bhian. 

Bheirimld  na  Miunnan  Mora, 
Nach  olamid  Dear  gu  brach, 
Ach  liar  chluinne  mid  fuaim  nan  Stop 
Leannidh  air  Ton  rifh  an  Lar. 

DO  Mhiniftair  Chill-an-Innir  nar  a  phofe 
Lc  Nighin  Chaptain  Blann> 

Chunnig  miBruadirchuir  fmuarin  gu  leirorm, 

Bha  mi  am  Chaddil  's  dhuifg  fhud  mi, 

'N  Leannean  a  bhagam  a  noch'd  dol  a  phofidh ; 

Bha  mi,  &c. 

8tu  *s  milfe  Poig  's  as  foilimte  labhairt 

An  Gaelic  am  Beirle  an  Greigis  's  an  Laiddin, 

Cha  'n  f  haccami  'd  dheigh  Fearr  theigaifg  an 

Crannaig, 
Gun  roibh  mi  am  chaddil 's  dhuifg  fhud  mi. 
Aig  Taibh  na  Thaibhne  gu  'm  Chainail  leom 
Bha  mi,  &c.  [tfhailte. 

Aig  foilfe  naGreine  cha  bu  leii:  dho  bhi  nairich, 
Bha  mi,  &c. 

S  Cha 
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Cha  roibh  aon  ni  am   falich  nach  facca  tu 

Ghraighan 
O  mhullich  mo  Chinn  gu  Bonn  mo  Shailich. 
Gun  roibh  mi  mu'd  choinnibh  marbha  moch- 
Bha  mi,  &c.  [eid  mhathair. 

Nar  thainig  fios  cinnt  gun  deichaidh  t\il  neich- 
Bha  mi,  &c.  ( idorm, 

Bha  air  leom  feiri  gum  bhoir  ameirichd  ftiud ; 
Bha  mi,  &c.  [bhan-nifh 

Nan  dianidh   tu  'miaruidh  gun   rcichin  gun 
'S  dhianin  duit  Maidhdin  Dhilis  f  hairifte, 
Gach  ni  bhigh  air  do  Chuil  cha  bhi  c  air  ain- 
Bha  mi,  &c.  [f  hiofdhuit. 

Thaoigh  thufaCaillin  nanMeall-fliuile  mothar, 
Bha  mi,  &c. 

Malligh  gun  Ghruaman,  'stu  's  binne  gu  Grain, 
Bha,  mi,  &c.  [ruibh 

Shi  Machuinge  bhuain  gach  buaidh  bhi  maille 
Shibh  bhi  gu  muirnich  ceolbhor  aithirich, 
Croth  air  ar  Bualidh  is  Clann  marTeallich, 
'S   nar   theid  (hibh   a   Chaddil    gun    fairich 

fhibh  flan. 


C  R  I  O  C  H. 


